
Exceptions to Mendel’s Laws 
 

Even though Mendel was accurate in his research when he described traits as having a 
dominant and a recessive allele, there are some patterns of inheritance that do not follow 
these laws so simply.  Define/describe, give an example for each of the following… 
 

INCOMPLETE DOMINANCE 
CODOMINANCE 

POLYGENIC TRAITS 
MULTIPLE ALLELES 

PLEIOTROPY 


