Course Syllabus

CASA 80:  Race and Ethnicity in East Asia

Winter Quarter Undergraduate Seminar

Tue. / Thu.  2:15-3:45pm,   Room 60-62A

Instructor:    Scott Wilson, PhD Candidate

Dept. of Cultural and Social Anthropology

Stanford University

swilson@stanford.edu

(650)701-0903

Office:  110-112L

Office Hours:  Tuesday 11:00am - 1pm (Or by Appt.)

Course Description:

This course focuses on 20th century identity processes in China, Taiwan, Korea and Japan.  We will examine how racial and ethnic identities are constructed within the context of nationalism, translocal processes, and political economy.  How have identities such as "Chinese" and "Japanese" changed to include and exclude different people over time? How have global processes affected local identities?  We will also examine how race and ethnicity fit with other aspects of identity such as class, gender and sexual preference.  Class sessions will revolve around the specific ways in which majorities and minorities have been constructed in various East Asian areas, in comparative fashion.  The purpose of focusing on issues, rather than national histories, is to allow each student to delve more deeply into the ways in which factors such as culture, gender and capitalism operate in differing ways over time and space.  After the first week, each meeting will involve one or two students summarizing assigned readings, as well as starting and leading class discussions, after brief presentations by the instructor.

REQUIRED TEXTS

1.  Course Reader

2.  Dikotter, Frank. 1998.  The Construction of Racial Identities in China and Japan
3.  Kim, Elaine H. and Choi, Chungmoo, eds. 1998. Dangerous Women: Gender and Korean Nationalism.

4.  Gladney, Dru. 1998.  Ethnic Identity in China:  The Making of a Muslim Minority.
5.  Linger, Daniel Touro. 2002. No One Home: Brazilian Selves Remade in Japan.

Also Recommended:


Kai-wing Chow, et al. (eds.) Constructing Nationhood in Modern East Asia

Leo T. S. Ching.  Becoming Japanese:  Colonial Taiwan and the Politics of Identity Formation

James L. Watson.  Golden Arches East:  McDonalds in East Asia 
Dorinne Kondo. About Face: Performing Race in Fashion and Theater
FILMS

1.  The Faded Blue Blouse

2.   City of Sadness

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. READING RESPONSES    --  30% of Final Grade

On 10 Thursdays during the quarter, students will be assigned a reading response question that engages that week's readings in terms of the author's argument, larger theoretical concerns, how each work relates to other course readings and/ or how what is described compares to similar trends in other geographical areas.  Students will be expected to answer 7 out of these 10 possible responses (3/4  to 1 page in length, single-spaced), all due on the following Tuesday.

2. PRESENTATIONS  --   10% of Final Grade

One or more students (depending on class size) will lead off each session with a 20-30 minute presentation on the readings for that class.  After summarizing key points, they will be expected to raise discussion questions, as well as be active participants/leaders in the subsequent discussion.  Students will sign up for one (individual or group, depending on class size)  presentation at the beginning of the quarter.

3.  ESSAYS   --   (Mid-term: 10% of Final Grade;  Final Paper:  40%)

Students will have two essays to produce.  First, a short (4-6 page) mid-term essay on one selected topic, or on a specific racial or ethnic group discussed int he first half of the course.  And second, a longer (10-12 page) final paper that further develops the topics addressed in the first paper.  These will be discussed further in class.

4. ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION   --  (10% of Final Grade)

As the class will be conducted in seminar format, the regular attendance and active participation of each student is vital to the success of discussion. Students will be expected to come to class ready to discuss the assigned material.

CLASS SCHEDULE

January 8 (Tuesday):
Introduction:  Myths of Homogeneity in East Asia
January 10 (Thursday)
Narrating the Nation:  Constructing Majorities
1. Sanjek, Rojer - "The Enduring Inequalities of Race." (Course Reader)

2.  Anderson, Benedict  - Imagined Communities, p. 1-36 (Course Reader)

Film (In class screening):  "The Faded Blue Blouse" (48 mins)

January 15 (Tuesday)
Narrating the Nation, p. II
1. Weiner, Michael  -  "The Invention of Identity:  Race and Nation in Pre-War Japan." (in Dikotter, 1998)

2. Dikotter, Frank  -  "Racial Discourse in Republican China." (in Dikotter, 1998)

3.  Harrell, Stevan  -  "The Role of the Periphery in Chinese Nationalism." (Course Reader)

January 17 (Thursday)
Narrating the Nation, p. III.
1. Cho hai-joang  -  "Constructing and Deconstructing 'Koreanness'" (Course Reader)

2. Moon, Seungsook - "Begetting the Nation: The Androcentric Discourse of National History and Tradition in South Korea." (Choi and Kim, pp. 33-66).

January 22 (Tuesday)
Subjectivities:  Class, Race, Gender, Nation, Part I.
1. Hall, Stuart  -  "The Question of Cultural Identity." (Course Reader).

2.  Gates, Hill - "Ethnicity and Social Class." (Course Reader).

3.  Choi, Chung-moo  -  "Nationalism and Construction of Gender in Korea." (Choi and Kim, pp. 9-32).

January 24 (Thursday)
Subjectivities, Part II.
1.  Yoshino, Kosaku  -  "Culturalism, Racialism, and Internationalism in the Discourse on Japanese Identity."  (Course Reader)

2. Abelmann, Nancy  -  "Women, Mobility, and Desire:  Narrating Class and Gender in South Korea." (Course Reader)

January 29 (Tuesday)
Subjectivities, Part III.
1.  Edwards, Louise  -  "Women in the People's Republic of China:  New Challenges to the Grand Gender Narrative."  (Course Reader)

2.  Hampson, Sasha  -  "Rhetoric or Reality?  Contesting Definitions of Women in Korea."  (Course Reader)

3.  Kondo, Dorinne  -  "Fashioning Masculinity:  Gender, Race and Nation in the Transnational Circuit."  (Course Reader).

4.  Weller, Robert P.  -  "Identity and Social Change in Taiwanese Religioin."  (Course Reader).

January 31 (Thursday)
Exclusions:  The Production of 'Otherness', Part I
1.  Siddle, Richard  -  "The Ainu and the Discourse of Race"  (Dikotter 1998)

2.  Sautman, Barry  -  "Myths of Descent, Racial Nationalism and Ethnic Minorities in the People's Republic of China."

February 5 (Tuesday)
Exclusions, Part II.
1.  Schein, Louisa  -  "Performing Modernity."

2. Hsieh, Shih-chung - "Tourism, Formulation of Cultural Tradition, and Ethnicity:  A Study of the Daiyan Identity of the Wulai Atayal."  (Course Reader)

3.  White, Sydney D.  -  "State Discourses, Minority Policies, and the Politics of Identity in the Lijiang Naxi People's Autonomous County."  (Course Reader)

February 7 (Thursday)
Identities, Modernity and Globalization, Part I.
1.  Oakes, Tim  -  "China's Provincial Identities:  Reviving Regionalism and Reinventing "Chineseness"" (Course Reader)
**  MID-TERM PAPERS DUE IN CLASS  **

February 12 (Tuesday)

Identities, Modernity and Globalization, Part II

1.  -  "Linger, Daniel Touro  -  Selection (TBA) from No One Home: Brazilian Selves Remade in Japan

February 14 (Thursday)

Colonial and Imperialist Legacies, Part I.

1.  Kondo, Dorinne  -  "M. Butterfly:  Gender, Orientalism and a Critique of Essentialist Identity." (Course Reader).

February 19 (Tuesday)

Colonial and Imperialist Legacies, Part II.

1.  Yang, Hyunah  -  "Re-membering the Korean Military Comfort Women:  Nationalism, Sexuality, and Silencing."  (in Kim and Choi 1998)

2.  Moon, Katharine H.S.  -  "Prostitute Bodies and Gendered States in U.S. Korea Relations."  (Kim and Choi 1998)

3.  Ching, Leo T.S.  -  "Entangled Oppositions:  Affiliations, Identities and Political Movements in Colonial Taiwan."  (Course Reader)

February 21 (Thursday)

Minority Lives, Part I.

1.  Gladney, Dru  -  Selection from Ethnic Identity in China:  The Making of a Muslim Minority Nationality (TBA)

February 26 (Tuesday)

Diasporas and Transnatonalism, Part I.

1.  Linger, Daniel Touro  -  Selection (TBA) from No One Home:  Brazilian Selves Remade in Japan

** Discuss and make plans for "Open Session" Readings/Film on Thursday, March 7th**

March 5 (Tuesday)

Diasporas and Transnationalism, Part II.

1. Linger, Daniel Touro  -  Selection (TBA) from No One Home:  Brazilian Selves Remade in Japan.
March 7 (Thursday)

**  Open Session:  Readings/Film decided by in-class discussion on February 28th **

March 12 (Tuesday)

Dead Week -- Class Optional

TBA

March 14 (Thursday)

Dead Week --  Class Optional

March 15 (Friday)

**FINAL PAPERS DUE @ 5:00 P.M.**
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