Chapter II – Laws

A. Origin, Nature and Development of Laws

     1. Origin of Law


a. Natural/Moral Laws – Sense of what is right and wrong. Conscience

            b. Custom and practices

            c. Opinion of the head of the clan

      2. Basic Nature of Laws:

          a. Must not be Contrary to the Constitution and other higher laws

          b. Must not be Contrary to Morals, Culture and Customs

          c. Must be applicable to all who are in the area where the Law is intended (universal and fair)
      3. Development of Laws

         a. Moral Laws 

· Divine Law

· Ecclesiastical Laws

          b. Natural or Scientific Laws

· Laws of Physical Sciences

· Laws of Natural Sciences

· Laws of Social Sciences

          c. Laws of Art and Literature

· Laws of Music

· Laws of Painting

· Laws of Poetry

         d. International Laws

· Private International Laws

· Laws of Nations or Public International Laws

          e. Municipal or Governmental Laws

· Constitutional Law

· Statute Law

· Common Law

· Equity

          f. Laws Without Governmental Sanction

· Laws of Games

· Laws of Private Associations and Societies.

B. The Sources of Laws in the Philippines

    1. The Constitutions – The Basis for Making Laws 
· Malolos Constitution
· 1935 Constitution
· 1973 Constitutions 
· 1986 Freedom Constitutions
· 1987 Constitution
  2. The Legislative
· Acts - 4,275 public acts enacted by the Philippine Assembly from 1901-1935. They are cited as: "Act No. ___."
· Commonwealth Acts - 733 laws passed from 1935 - 1946 cited as: "Com. Act No. ___".
· batas pambansa - 844 laws passed by the Batasang Pambansa (Philippine Parliament) from 1979-1985 and cited as: "Batas Blg. ___".
· Presidential Decrees - 2,034 enactments of the President from 1972-1986 when the Philippines was under Martial Law. These are cited as: "Pres. Decree No. ___". 
· Republic Acts - Congressional enactments from the declaration of Philippine Independence in 1946 until the declaration of Martial Law in 1972. These congressional enactments were resumed in 1987 when the present Congress was organized under the 1987 Constitution. There are now over 9,000 Republic Acts which are cited as "Rep Act. No. ___".

   3. The Executive
· Presidential Decrees - 2,034 enactments of the President from 1972-1986 when the Philippines was under Martial Law. These are cited as: "Pres. Decree No. ___". 
· Executive Orders

· Administrative Orders

· Memorandum Orders

· Memorandum Circulars

· Proclamations. 
· Letters of Instructions, 
· Letters of Implementation

· General Orders issued by the President during Martial law are also included. 

  4. Judiciary –Jurisprudence
· Decisions and Resolutions of the Supreme Court.
· Included are published and unpublished decisions of the Supreme Court from 1901 to the present. 
· Extended Resolutions that resolve a motion for reconsideration or those that explain or affirm a decision; 
· Administrative Matters. 
  5. Local Government:

· Local Ordinances





C. Hierarchy of Laws
1. Constitution
2. National Laws

3. Local Laws
