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Husband John Harmon 
Born Abt 1619 England

Baptized   

Died 7 May 1661 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, New England

Buried   

Father Francis Harmon (1593-1635) Mother Sarah Martin (1594-          )

Married   

Wife Elizabeth 
Born Abt 1609  

Baptized   

Died 16 May 1699 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Buried   

Other Spouse Anthony Dorchester (          -1682) After 1666 - Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

SealS (LDS)   

Children
1 M John Harmon 

Born 1641 Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 13 Feb 1712 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Buried   

Spouse Mary Dorchester (Abt 1645-          ) 7 Jan 1668 - Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

2 M Samuel Harmon 

Born 1643 Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 7 Sep 1677 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, New England

Buried   

Spouse Never Married  

3 F Sarah Harmon 

Born 24 Jan 1644 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 21 Oct 1740 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Buried   

Spouse Charles Ferry (          -          ) 29 Mar 1661 - Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

4 M Capt. Joseph Harmon 

Born 4 Jan 1646 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, New England

Baptized   

Died 28 Oct 1729 Southfield, Berkshire, Massachusetts

Buried   

Spouse Hannah Filley (1653-1729) 22 Jan 1673 - Southfield, Berkshire, Massachusetts

5 F Elizabeth Harmon 

Born 15 May 1649 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 2 Apr 1652 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Buried   

Spouse Never Married  
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Children  (cont.)
6 F Mary Harmon 

Born 12 Nov 1651 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 5 Oct 1715 Of Springfield, Hampden, Mass.

Buried   

Spouse John Dorchester (          -          ) 20 Apr 1671 - Hampden County, Massachusetts

7 M Nathaniel Harmon 

Born 13 Mar 1654 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 2 May 1712 Suffield, Hartford, Connecticut

Buried   

Spouse Mary Skinner (1667-          ) 19 Nov 1685 - Suffield, Hartford, Connecticut

8 M Ebenezer Harmon 

Born 12 Aug 1657 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Baptized   

Died 7 Aug 1660 Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts

Buried   

Spouse Never Married  

General Notes (Husband)
Born in England, came to colonies with his father bef 1644. His d. Sarah was the first of their children born in Mass. (b. 24 Jan 1644)
 
Springfield: Settlement  (Posted by Cheryl Harmon Bean <BeanC@Ricks.edu> on Fri, 26 Nov 1999)
Surname: Harmon, Pynchon, Woodcock, Ashly, Deeble, Searle, Stebbins, Mirack, Smith, Moxon, Burt, Hubbard, Sikes, Warrener,
Horton, Leonard, Gregory, Holyoke
THE SETTLEMENT OF SPRINGFIELD
by Cheryl Harmon Bean
   The original Indian name for Springfield was Agawam--meaning Crooked River or lowland meadow. When the settlers established
the framework of making an official town, they selected the name Springfield after the birthplace of the founder, William Pynchon.
   A good description of the way Springfield looked in the beginning is found in the book "Town Into City" by Michael H. Frisch:
   "A sandy strip of humpbacked land ran along the river, less than half a mile wide between the river and a broad marsh to the east.
Beyond the marsh rose a sharp wooded bluff, stepping further eastward and upward, almost like a natural terrace , to a broad and
desolate plateau that reached back for miles towards distant mountains. Here and there, sudden ravines and valleys slashed the
line of these north-south ridges, making the terrain rugged and unpredictable, and in fact hemming in on all sides the narrow
riverside strip which was to be the heart of Springfield.
   To its north stood a high mound later called Round Hill, to the south another cluster of rolling hills dominated by a ridge called
Long Hill, and behind each of these, curving around to the river in a great crescent, lay the Hassocky Marsh, named for the large
clumps of earth and grasses dotting it.
   Completing the picture and providing a further sort of symmetry, there was a modest stream to be known as Mill River joining the
Connecticut below Long hill, while a smaller one trickled out of the hills near the center of the strip, then turning north and
meandering to the river above Round Hill.
   The settlers parceled out town, wood, and farm lots on a lineal plan based on Main Street, raised their crops, and traded with the
friendly Agawam Indians. The little colony had become more or less self-sufficient, with several craftsmen, a minister, a mill or two,
and even a jailhouse, the first building on the slope at the far side of the marsh."
   Another description given in 1794, by a visitor who recorded his impression of Springfield:
   "The white spire of the Springfield church, embosomed in trees, animated the scene in a manner remarkably picturesque...We
arrived at sundown.
   The town is built on a single street parallel to the river nearly two miles. The houses are chiefly on the western side. On the
eastern a brook runs almost the whole length. From the street a marsh extends forty or fifty rods to the brow of an elevated pine
plain. The waters of this marsh are a collection of living springs too cold and too active to allow putrefecation on their surface and
for this reason, the town is not unhealthy. Part of the marsh has been converted into a meadow.
   The houses of Springfield are more uniformly well-built than those of any other inland town in the state except Worchester. An
uncomon appearance of neatness prevails almost everywhere, refreshing the eye of the traveler."
   The settlement was at first communal and each person was required to give a portion of time to community building efforts.

continued on next page
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General Notes (Husband)(cont.)
Anyone missing a town meeting was fined one bushel of Indian corn for his absence.
   The Indians roamed the entire region at will and were quite a menace to the settlers. Some resented the invasion of the white men
upon the land of their forefathers. The danger was real, but there was a period of comparative peace with the Indians beginning in
about 1637.
   Later Springfield would be known as the site of a major United States Armory that was in operation from 1794 to 1966. The first
arms depot was established there in 1777. Springfield is the site of the development of the Springfield Rifle (1903) and the Garland
Rifle (1937).
   In 1641 town orders were passed requiring fire ladders with "16 rungs or steps at least" at each house. Also carrying of
uncovered fire through the streets was prohibited. They were required to keep their animals under control and frequently fined if
any damage was done.
   One of the first buildings after the pioneers had been housed was a saw mill on Mill River--and a temporary bridge was thrown
across the stream until a more substantial one was built in 1643.
   In January 1642, a second division of planting-ground was decreed. Single persons were to have 8 rods in breadth; married
persons ten rods in breadth; larger families to have 12 rods to begin upward at the edge of the hill on Chestnut Street. Following is
the list.
1642 PLANTING GROUND GRANTED
John Woodcock, 8 rods Wid. Searle, 10 rods Robrt Ashly, 8 rods
John Deeble, 8 rods
Rowl: Stebbins, 10 rods
Tho. Stebbins, 8 rods
Sam Hubbard, 10 rods Tho. Mirack, 10 rods
Sam. Wright, 10 rods
Hen. Burt, 12 rods Hen. Smith, 10 rods
Mr. Moxon, 10 rods
Will Warener, 10 rods Rich. Sikes, 10 rods
Wid. Horton, 10 rods
John Leonard, 10 rods Hen Grigory, 8 rods Eliz. Hollyoke, 10 rods
A town order read: "It is ordered that there shall be a bridge and a highway made to ye mill for ye passage of carts and cattle those
ye were wanting in ye work of ye former bridge to make it up in ye and then to go through ye towne every man his day and what is
done by every man to be kept on account and to be made even when they make ye way over ye meadow."
   It is reported that John Harmon was a member of Pynchon's colony at Springfield in 1643--and perhaps as early as 1635. "John
Harmon, the progenitor of the Harmon family of Suffield, Connecticut, was born in England in 1617, died in Springfield,
Massachusetts, ‘ye 7th of ye 1 mon. 1660-61.' aged forty-three years.
   He settled at Springfield in 1643, and was granted land. On Feb 12, 1649, the record states: ‘It is ordered ye George Colton and
Thomas Cooper who is ye Towne treasurer should with your best discretion lay out the second parcells of Meadow granted ye last
yeare, to Henry Burt 4 acres, Tho. Mirick 4 acres, Alex. Edwards 4 acres, Jno. Harman 4 acres in ye Longe meadow over ye Brooke.'
   January 22, 1651, John Harmon was grantee of lot 6, two and one-half acres 'on Pocowick.' February 8, 1654, these parsells of
meadow commonly called by the name of Wattchnett was granted these inhabitants as followeth: John Harmon 3 acres, etc.
   He also received a grant of land ‘over ye mill river' containing three acres in 1655. He also received other grants of land. In ‘a rate
for ye raysinge of 30 pounds for the purchase of the lands of the Plantation 1646, John Harmon was assessed 9s . 2d. On the thirty-
three acres of land. John Harmon was one of six persons seated by the selectmen in the third seat of the church, December 23, 1659.
   He was a man of good character, and was made fence viewer, 1635; surveyor of highways of the lower part of the town November
2, 1647, and November 2, 1658. November 4, 1656, he was chosen to the office of ‘presenter to present breaches of the laws of the
county or of town orders and to which service he took his oath.' He married, in 1640 Elizabeth, whose surname does not appear. She
was born in England in 1617. After the death of John Harmon she married Anthony Dorchester, who died in Springfield August 28,
1683. She died in Springfield May 16, 1699, aged ninety-one years. The children of John and Elizabeth were: John, Samuel, Sarah,
Joseph, Elizabeth, Mary, Nathaniel, Ebenezer. The first two were born before John's settlement at Springfield."
   The settlers had many natural enemies. During the summer of 1646 a plague of caterpillars in great numbers caused damage to the
wheat. Overwhelming flocks of pigeons assaulted the crops and the wolves were a constant threat to the sheep. A bounty of 10d
was paid for every wolf killed within five miles of the town. This bounty was raised from a tax upon all sorts of cattle, including
horses. The winter of 1646-47 was followed by terrible floods. The fall of 1647 the settlers were plagued with an epidemic of
sickness.
 
From "History of Springfield Vol II pg. 93: John appointed overseer of a company of workers at the highways. John Harmon for "Ye
way up the long hill over ye Mill River."
 
From Cheryl Harmon Bills: Harmons in Springfield Cemeteries -There are only three identified descendants of John (1) Harmon

continued on next page
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General Notes (Husband)(cont.)
(1617-1661) of Springfield buried in Springfield Cemetery, 171 Maple Street, Springfield, MA. They are: John (3) (1678-1742), son of

John (2)
    John (4) (1716-1769), son of John (3)
    Hannah (4) (1712-1738), daughter of John (3)
According to the records of the Springfield cemetery association, all remains in the old burying grounds in downtown Springfield
were removed to the present Springfield cemetery in 1848 and reinterred in Row 1. The above three descendants of John (1) were
apparently the only Harmons that could be identified in their initial resting place by marker or stone, and were reinterred at the end
of Row 1 in the last plot, identified in cemetery records as #1-111. To the right of #1-111 is a plot approximately 20' x 20' containing
the following marker:  "Within These Four Monuments are the remains of unknown dead removed from the Old Burial Places in
1848."
 
From "The History of Suffield..." by Hezekiah Spencer Sheldon
SKETCHES OF PROPRIETORS
 
   Francis Harmon came in the ship Love, 1635, aged forty-three, from London, with children, John, age twelve, and Sarah, age ten,
but no more is known of him.
   John of Springfield, 1644, probably son of Francis, was a first settler there, and had a house lot on Main street; where he married
is unknown. He brought a wife, Sarah, and two children, John and Samuel, when he came to Springfield, and had six others born
there, of whome were Joseph and Nathaniel.
 
From "A Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England," by JAMES SAVAGE, Vol..2, p. 357:  HARMAN, HARMON,
or HERMAN, FRANCIS, came in the Love, 1635, aged 43, from London, with ch. John, 12; and Sarah, 10; but no more is kn. of him.
...  JOHN, Springfield 1644, brot. there John, and Samuel; had, there, Sarah , b. 24 Sept. 1644; Joseph, 4 Jan. 1647; Elizabeth 1649, d.
young; Mary, 12 Nov. 1651; Nathaniel, 13 Mar. 1654; Ebenezer, 12 Aug. 1657, drown. at 3 yrs.; d. 7 May 1661. His wid. m. Anthony
Dorchester; and of all the surv. ch. acco. is short, viz . Sarah m. 1661, Charles Ferry; Mary m. John Dorchester; John, the s. liv. at
Springfield, and betw. 1669 and 80 had five ch. was freem. 1690; Samuel d. at S. 7 Sept. 1677, without issue; Joseph had two ch. b. at
Springfield, rem. to Suffield, an d had seven more, all b. betw. 1675 and 92.  Nathaniel liv. at Suffield, had, after 1686, ten ch.
 
John Harmon's Will
Film: 879,189 Massachusetts Probate Court Hampshire County
Title: Probate Records, 1660-1916 Volume 11 1767-1777
The will & Testament of John Harman of Springfield deceased who died the 7th Day of March 1660/1661:
Know all whom this may concern that John Harman of Springfield being sick and weak in body, but of ready memory and
understanding, being requested on the 4th day of March 1660/1661 to settle his worldly affairs, did refuse to dispose of any thing
perticularly, but said he would leave all that he had into his wive's hand for he said she is a tender mother, therefore she should
have the disposal of all. This was spoke by the said John Harman the day above mentioned being two days before his death:
Witnesses whereunto were:
Elizur Holyoke and John X Lumbard
(His mark)
Recorded May 13th 1661.

General Notes (Wife)
Who is Elizabeth Harmon?
 
by Cheryl Harmon Bills
 
    In an attempt to try to clear up the WRONG records that have made their way to the genealogy files of the world, I would like
to quote here, the information on Elizabeth Cummings who has so often --mistakenly-- been assigned to our John.
    Pg. 139 Harmon Genealogy as mentioned in sources:
    "Mrs. Delia Patterson Rich lives at Old Orchard on the original Saco Patent property, and is a descendant of the original
Elizabeth Harmon, who was b. at Old Orchard. Mrs. Rich is a well-known genealogist and perphas knows more about the history
of the Harmons in Maine, than any one now living in Maine. (before 1920) She has furnished considerable history for the
Harmon book and special mention is due her." Delia's line of descent is: Delia Patterson dau of Samuel Patterson, son of Capt.
David Patterson and Phebe Banks. Phebe is dau of Cummings Banks and Mary Foss; Cummings Banks is son of Samuel Banks
Jr. and Phebe Stackpole. Samuel Jr. is son of Samuel Banks and Sarah Webster. Samuel Banks is son of Elizabeth Harmon who
md. Richard Banks. Elizabeth is the ONLY daughter of Elizabeth Cummings who md. 1. John Foxwell and 2. John Harmon.{of
Saco, Maine}

continued on next page
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General Notes (Wife)(cont.)
    ___________________________________
    The following is about our Elizabeth whose surname is not known at this time (2002)
    Elizabeth married (1) John Harmon and (2) Anthony Dorchester. She bore eight children in a sixteen year period. One of those
children--her youngest-- was drowned in "ye mill brook" at the age of three. She also lost her namesake daughter at the age of
three. The six remaining children all grew to adulthood.
 
    In her husband's will, Elizabeth is described by her companion as "a tender mother." John left everything he had to his wife
with no clause about it being hers only until she remarry as so many early wills had.
 
    At the time of her husband's death in March 1661; Elizabeth had six unmarried children. John Jr. was 20; Samuel was 18; Sarah,
who was to be married in May 1661, was 17; Joseph was 15; Mary was 10; and my ancestor, Nathaniel, was 7 years old.
 
    Elizabeth's maiden name does not appear on the Springfield records. She was supposedly born in England. After the death of
John, she married Anthony Dorchester, who died in Springfield 28 Aug 1683. She died in Springfield 16 May 1699, aged ninety-
one years (according to Massachusetts records). She spent sixteen years as a widow after the death of Anthony. Did she live
with her married children?
 
    Massachusetts Vital Records: Springfield 1640-1894 Vol I gives birth dates for the six children born in Springfield to John
Harmon. See also NEHG Register, Vol 18, Jan-Apr 1864; Vol 19, Jan-July 1865.
 
    About two years after John's death, Elizabeth married a neighbor and widower who also had six living children. Anthony
Dorchester's second wife died in December 1662 and he married Elizabeth sometime in 1663. At that time he had the following
children: Benjamin age 12 and Sarah age 10; (he had just buried Hester who was six years old in 1662). These were children of his
second wife. By his first wife, he had children: John age 19; Mary age 18; and James age 15. A few years down the road,
Elizabeth's daughter, Mary, married Anthony's son, John, and Anthony's daughter, Mary, married Elizabeth's son, John!
 
    Judge George Washington Harmon carefully searched out our Harmon ancestors and willed his manuscripts to the town of
Suffield, Connecticut which was founded by our Harmon family. It is from his work that Artemus C. Harmon was able to compile
his book on The Harmon Genealogy. In Judge Harmon's work he does NOT claim that our John came on the ship Love. He does
state, however, "John Harmon 1st born in England 1617; died Mar 3, 1661, in Springfield, Mass; md in 1640 to Elizabeth (...) b. in
England 1617. She md. again before 1664 to Anthony Dorchester. He died Aug 28, 1683 in Springfield. She died May 16, 1699."
Of all the sources I have studied on the Harmon family, the one source consistently the most correct seems to be The Harmon
Genealogy.
 
    I have no dependable source giving the ancestral identity of Elizabeth Harmon. When I published my first book, My Harmon
Heritage--Descendants of John Harmon and Elizabeth Southwell, I had no idea what a Pandora's box I was opening. Upon being
challenged for sources of Elizabeth's maiden name of Southwell, I found that my only reply was a naive "This is the way it has
always been in my family's records." Since that time I have been trying to discover if Elizabeth could be a Southwell or if she was
a Cummings or a Potter or a Sampson as others have suggested. It is not helpful that so much error has been perpetuated
through the years. This type of research requires original sources which may not be available at this time. The fact that Elizabeth
Cummings and Elizabeth Southwell have been named mothers of our John's children has compounded the error. I will examine
some of my findings here:
 
    After much careful research and combing of many early researcher's works, I am not at all sure who our Elizabeth Harmon is.
We know our John Harmon settled in Springfield, Massachusetts in the early 1640s with his wife, Elizabeth, (surname unproven)
and two sons, John and Samuel.
 
    CUMMINGS
 
    The Ancestral File favorite by far for Elizabeth's surname is Cummings. My research has shown that an Elizabeth Cummings
did indeed marry a John Harmon. However, contrary to the Ancestral File, her John was NOT our John Harmon. Artemus
Harmon's book, The Harmon Genealogy, Comprising All Branches in New England published in 1920 by Gibson Bros. Inc. in
Washington D.C. clearly identifies Elizabeth Cummings and distinctly names her children. This information needs to be brought
to the attention of those who claim the Cummings surname as that of our Elizabeth. Our Elizabeth is NOT the Elizabeth
Cummings listed on the Ancestral File!
 
    Quoting Artemus Harmon from Harmon Genealogy--Comprising All Branches in New Englandprinted by Gibson Bros., Inc.

continued on next page
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General Notes (Wife)(cont.)
Washington, D.C. 1920 page 138: "John Harmon was one of the few persons in Saco [Maine] who owned horses in 1674.

Carriages were unknown. On July 28, 1674, Richard Cummings, John Harmon, and others with their horses were allowed use of
Humphrey Scammon's ferry, near the mouth of Saco River.
 
    Elizabeth Harmon, born at Old Orchard, the only daughter of Richard Cummings, married. 1st her cousin, John Foxwell, and
after his death she married John Harmon, previous to 1680. Mr. Harmon became the sole heir to that part of the Boynthon Patent
which fell to the wife of Cummings. John Harmon and Elizabeth Cummings had an only child named Elizabeth. She married
Joseph Banks, of York, to which place Harmon removed before 1690. Banks thus acquired Harmon's right, but in 1714 conveyed
one half of it to Peter Weare and others. John Harmon and Thomas Cummings were the administrators of the estate of Richard
Cummings, who d. abt 1676. Thomas did not long survive his father. John Harmon was sent by Saco, as Deputy to the Assembly
in 1681."
 
    The John Harmon who married Elizabeth Cummings is a son of James. This John was born about 1650 and married in 1673
Elizabeth Cummings Foxwell. After the death of Elizabeth Cummings Foxwell Harmon, John married 2nd in York, Maine--abt
1675-- Deborah Johnson. He died in York, Maine in 1695.
 
    John Harmon and Elizabeth Cummings had ONLY one child, Elizabeth. A descendant of this daughter supplied the information
that Artemus Harmon used in his book. For years, genealogists have copied others research and claim that our Elizabeth is this
Miss Cummings. That is WRONG, WRONG, WRONG!!! Elizabeth Cummings is carefully documented and she did not marry our
John! Please help me correct this error!!!!!
 
 
    SOUTHWELL
 
    As mentioned previously, I have no documentation to prove the origin of the Southwell Elizabeth as John's wife. Later
generations of our Harmon family married into the Southwell family--even a John, but not the Springfield John! According to
Savage's Dictionary of First Settlers, Ebenezer Southwell of Northampton is the son of William of Northampton and he married
Elizabeth Judd, daughter of Samuel. They had a daughter, Elizabeth born 1721; and Ebenezer removed to Suffield, CT.
 
    William Southwell, of Northampton, married on 24 Feb 1687, Sarah Stebbins, daughter of John of Northampton and had: Mary,
Enoch, Sarah, Ebenezer, Abigail, Hannah, Enoch, and John. Savage suggests that William immigrated later than 1670. Since our
Elizabeth was over 90 in 1699, these Southwells could not be her family. I humbly admit my error in claiming that our Elizabeth is
a Southwell. She probably is NOT! Apparently some previous genealogist in my family copied someone elses' records without
documentation just as I did!
 
    SAMPSON
 
    The Ancestral File also has an Elizabeth Sampson, daughter of Henry and Anne Plummer Sampson as another possibility for
the wife of our John Harmon. Elizabeth is married (according to the Ancestral File) to John Harmon, son of Francis. Her husband,
John, has been given an approximated birth date of 1623 and a death date of 3 Mar 1661. (We have 7 Mar 1661)-- both at
Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts. If the estimated dates are correct, Elizabeth Sampson would have been born when her
father was about 13 years old. I have the following reservations about this Elizabeth:
    1. There is a question mark by her name in the Ancestral File.
    2. The estimated ages do not seem to be logical. Our Elizabeth was born probably between 1609 and 1617. She died in 1699--
supposedly 90+ years old.
    3. According to the Ancestral File, this John Harmon and Elizabeth Sampson had a daughter, Sarah Jane Harmon, born abt
1651 in Plymouth, MA. Our John was having children in Springfield, Massachusetts in 1651.
    4. Sarah Jane married in New Jersey and raised her children there. None of our John's descendants that we know of lived in
New Jersey.
    5. It appears to me that Elizabeth Sampson and her husband, John Harmon, have been assigned the death dates and place of
our John and Elizabeth. In order for this Elizabeth to have been over 90 years old at her death as was the Springfield Elizabeth,
she would have been born abt 1609 or before. Elizabeth Sampson's father--according to the Ancestral File was born 1610. Henry
Sampson's father has a complete birth date of 24 Jun 1575--making him 45 years old when Henry was born--not impossible, but
somewhat questionable. Could it be possible that Henry was born earlier? If so, then he may be old enough to be the father of a
daughter born in 1609. This needs further research.
    6. It has been suggested that Elizabeth Sampson might be a second wife of our John. This is not possible because our John's
wife outlived him by 38 years.

continued on next page
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General Notes (Wife)(cont.)
    7. I think the biggest drawback is that Sarah Jane married Captain Samuel Doty. Our John's Sarah married Charles Ferry and her

family is well documented. From this information, it seems we can eliminate Elizabeth Sampson as the wife of our John.
 
 
    POTTER
 
    In the Book, Goff-Davis Ancestral Lines--The Ancestry of Moulton Babcock Goff and his wife, Agnes Hopkins Davis, Lois B.
Goff suggests that Elizabeth may be a Potter--a relative of Vincent Potter. Goff's sources are currently being investigated. Agnes
Hopkins Davis is descended from Sarah Ferry, daughter of Charles Ferry and Sarah Harmon. If any of Elizabeth's children would
have left a clue to her identity, there is a strong possibility that her eldest daughter, Sarah, just might. I checked the Ancestral
File and IGI for Vincent Potter and the IGI has a Vincent Potter born abt. 1614 in England. Thomas Gibbs Crane is listed as his
relative. I cannot find anything on Thomas. In the book Pioneers of Massachusetts by Pope on page 370, I find the following
about Vincent Potter: "Vincent Potter, gent., ae 21 came in the Elizabeth and Ann in May 1635. Had apprentices, John Johnson,
Stephen Barrett, Henry Kenninge, and William Browne, whom he placed with new masters in 1639. He was entertained to serve at
the fort in Boston for one year from 13 (8) 1636, at 10 li. wages."
 
    On page 174 of the same book, "Thomas Fowle, gent., armiger, merchant 1639. Settled at Boston; adm. church 25 (1) 1643. Wife
Margaret adm. church 31 (1) 1640. Ch: Elizabeth b. 14 (1) 1639; John b. 1 (5) 1641; Margaret b. 13 (2) 1643; Marie bapt. 16 (2) 1643
ae. 4 da.; James bapt. 8 (10) 1644 ae 5 da; Martha bapt 25 (8) 1646 ae abt. 7 da." Thomas Fowle was one of the petitioners for
citizenship of non-church members in 1645. Has shipping accounts 5 (7) 1645. Thomas Fowle calls Vincent Potter his brother-in-
law.
 
    Concerning Vincent Potter's apprentices, I found in Pope's book: pg. 35 "Stephen Barrett, Ipswich, placed by Vincent Potter 21
(4) 1639 with Wm. Foster as an apprentice. (pg. 173--Wm Foster, planter, came in 1634; settled at Ipswich; proprietor in 1634;
Took an apprentice 21 (4) 1639). Pg. 266: Henry Kenninge placed as an apprentice with Wm. Parke of Roxbury 21 (4) 1639, by
Vincent Potter. Rem. to Salem. Wife, Ann, Salem adm church 24 (6) 1654. Children: John bapt. 10 (7) 1654; Mary bapt. 3 (5) 1659;
Sarah, bapt.29 (4) 1662. Elizabeth, of Sister K. (meaning daughter of) bapt. 1 (3) 1664. Elizabeth also bapt. 12 (3) 1666." Pg. 75:
William Brown(e) arrived June 22, 1639, apprentice to Mr. Vincent Potter, who released him to Thomas Joy, carpenter Sept. 24,
1639. (Thomas Joy--pg. 264--carpenter, Boston; propr. 1636; Built townhouse 1640. Wife Joane Gallop. She d. 1690/91. He d.
1678.) pg. 260 John Johnson, ae 23, came in the Elizabeth Apr. 15, 1635. No more information.
 
    I do not know Lois Goff's reasoning that Elizabeth may be a Potter--or a relative of Vincent. I have only seen a copy of the
excerpt and have not studied her book in full. I feel this requires more looking into. Vincent is not old enough to be her father,
but Lois only says "relative." Vincent placed an apprentice at Roxbury--where John Harmon supposedly lived about the time of
his marriage.
 
    Is there a piece to a puzzle here: Elizur Holyoke's kinswoman, Mary Mansfield, was married first to John Gove; then John
Mansfield. In Pioneers of Massachusetts the possible spellings of Gove include Gobe, Goffe--and could we also suggest Goff?
The interest in this lies in the fact that Elizue Holyoke was present when our John Harmon signed his will in
Springfield,Massachusetts. John and Elizabeth had a great-great granddaughter who married a Mansfield.
 
    Mary Gove gave her full consent for her daughter, Mary, to be adopted by Ralph Mousall and his wife after the death of her
husband, John Gove. She also had two sons: John and Edward. The legacy that was to come to these three children included
some brass "which is to come out of England by Mr. James Allen." (Charlestown Records; Norf. Files Reg. VII, 170)
 
    Elizur Holyoke was among the younger members of the Springfield settlement and a leader in Indian warfare. He was the son of
Edward Holyoke of Romney Marsh or Chelsea, Massachusetts. The original Holyoke home had been in Tamworth,
Warwickshire, England. About 1640 he married William Pynchon's daughter, Mary. In time he became a large land holder. Mount
Holyoke was named after him. He died 5 Feb 1676 while commanding troops fighting the Indians in King Phillip's War.
 
    The possibility that Elizabeth Harmon (or her husband John) could be related to Holyoke or Pynchon--or Henry Smith seems
strong. Where do Goff's come in?
 
 
    POSSIBLE DUTCH DESCENT?
 
    In the personal history of Diantha Hanchett Gardner sent to me by a descendant, we read: "This town of Erie, Erie Co., Pa., was

continued on next page
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General Notes (Wife)(cont.)
where our beloved Grandma Diantha Hanchett was born 17 October 1831. Her parents were of DUTCH descent. Her father was

Martin Hanchett (son of Diantha Harmon and John Hanchett--grandson of Martin Harmon and Tryphena); her mother's name
was Sarah Mecham. Some of her brothers and sisters were born in Kirtland, Ohio and some in MeKean, Erie, PA."
 
    In seeking for any possible reference to Dutch ancestry, the only thing I have found is in The Charles Ferry Family In America
compiled by Edward M. Ferry in 1978 and printed by the Gazette Printing Company of Northampton, Massachusetts. "That John
Harmon was in Springfield before Charles Ferry there can be no doubt, as his name appears on the records as early as 1644. The
origin of the Harmon family is less certain. The name Harmon, Harman, Herman, Hermain is found in the Huguenot Records as
early as 1549, and in the Registers of the Norwich and Canterbury Registers at various times, but the country from which they
came is uncertain. In some entries one gains the impression that the family was Dutch, while in other places the name appears to
be French.
 
    A Norwich church entry of 1549 reads as follows:--'Southward 1549 Strangers being householders Harman Cornelius Members
of the Dutch Church.'
 
    Other entries show the variation of the name. ?Harman wool comber Flanders 1560 wife and three children born in England.'
 
    ?Sept. 19, 1571. Charles Harman and others were warned not to disturb the church or they would be turned out.'
 
    ?Cornelius Harman weaver 30 years of age and Catherine his wife 44 years of age. Hollanders having a daughter of 11 years
and have been three years here. Came for the cause of religion.'
 
    From a state paper we find the following:--"Domestic. Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Returns of Strangers in the suburbs of
London 18-20 Dec. 1571 Aleysander Harman of Cologne. Church St. Racheim. Anne Harman his wife of Luke. Same Church.
Naturalized inhabitant.'
 
    ?Nov 10, 1571. Corn. Cornelius Harmon born in Colleyn Cologne servant. Came into the kingdom about six years ago.
Dutchman.'
 
    ?Sept 1588. Harmans Dierich, cobbler, A householder, dutchman.'
 
    The above quotations were taken from The Wallloons and their Church at Norwich and quoted in the aforementioned Ferry
book on page 11. The following are taken from the Registers of the Church of the Strangers at Canterbury.:
 
    ?April 22, 1630. Marriages. Jacque Du Miny.... and Marie Hermain daughter of Andrew Hermain also of Canterbury.'
 
    ?May 4, 1690. Baptism,---Anne daughter of Pierre Ferre witness. Jaques Herman.' This entry indicates that at least some Ferre
and Harmon/Herman families were acquainted in England-- even though the date is thirty years after Charles Ferry came to
America.
 
    The name of Charles Ferry first appears in the records of Springfield as early as 18 Apr 1659 when he purchased land from
Joseph Crowfoot. Just when did he come? "If one follows the notation in the Canterbury Church Register when his sister Marie
was married 23 Feb 1659/60, that she was the daughter of the ?late Jean Ferret,' the occasion for his departure from England may
have been his father's death. His coming to Springfield was perhaps the result of acquaintance with the Harmon
(Harman/Herman) family in England. The name Harman is found in the Registers of the Hugenot churches in both Canterbury
and Norwich."
 
    So--what is Charles Ferry's connection to the Harmons once in Springfield? He married their oldest daughter, Sarah Harmon on
29 March 1661; purchased land of the Widow Harmon and built the first home on the east side on the meadow lands.
 
    The possibility of Dutch ancestry has not even been tapped as far as I know. If there is Dutch ancestry, the clues in the Ferry
book bear checking out. Since Sarah is the eldest daughter of John and Elizabeth, the chances of her family knowing something
about this are very strong.
    ___________
 
 
    In summary, who is Elizabeth Harmon? I don't know. I do know she went into the wilderness with her husband and babies and
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she made a home for them. She was a tender mother and well loved by her husband. She had nine children and raised several of

her second husband's children as well. She braved Indian raids, children dying; a babe drowning in the brook; having her town
burned to the ground; dealt with a rebellious teenager who misbehaved in church; dealt with grown, married children fighting
over land; lived to a very elderly age--the last sixteen years of which she was without a husband and at a very advanced age.
 
    LAND: Film 844,486 Elizabeth Harmon (HAS HER MARK)
    pg. 51 A (1662/63 Springfield Land Records)
    A copy of a deed whereby Widdow Harman of Springfield hath sold certayne lands unto her son-in-law, Charles Ferry with
the acknowledgment thereof:
    Know all men by these presents that Elizabeth Harmon of Springfield, Widdow, hath, for and in good considerations moving
her hereunto, given, granted, bargained, and sold and by these presents and doth fully, clearely, and absolutely give, grant,
bargain, and sell unto her son-in-law, Charles Ferry of Springfield and to his heirs and assigns forever certayne parcels of land
lying in Springfield aforesaid. That is to say a little peece of her, the said Widow?s, Meadow Lott that lies before the street
which little peece lies at the easterly end of the said Meadow and is ten rod in bredth from the little brook under the hill and
holds that breadth quite through the end of ye said Meadow Lott.
    Another parcel of land hereby sold is a wood lott conteyning foure acres, more or less, joyning to that little peece of meadow
before mentioned being in breadth eight rodd and in length extending from ye said little brook going fourty-foure rodd eastward.
And both the said little peece of meadow and this said wood lot doe border on ye lands of Widow Ulaliah Burt on ye North and
of Nathaniel Prichard on ye south.
    Another parcel of land hereby sold is foure acres more or less lyinge on ye west side of the great River and abutting on ye
highway by the River side. And extending westward to Agawam and bounded on the North by the land that was formerly Henry
Burt?s, deceased, and on ye south with ye land that was formerly Nathaniel Prichard?s. To have and to hold that little peece of
meadow with foure acres of woodlott and foure acres on ye River to the said Charles Ferry and to his heirs and assigns forever.
And ye said Widow Harmon doth hereby covenant and promise to and with ye said Charles Ferry, to save ye said Charles
harmless from all manner of claims, right, title, or interest of any person or persons laying lawful claim to any of ye said land
hereby sold by from or under her, ye said Widow or any of (her) heirs. In witness whereof the said Widow Harman hath
hereunto sett her hand and seale on ye 12th of March 1662/3.
    Subscribed, Sealed and Delivered The mark of ?E?
    In ye presence of Elizabeth Harmon
    John Lombard and John Lamb
    This deed of sale was acknowledged by the Widoww Harmon (be)fore us Elizur Holyoke and Samuell Chapin, Commissiors
Recorded April 6, 1663 by me Elizur Holyoke, Recorder.
    Here followeth a copy of an acknowledgement of John Harman and Samuell Harman touching the land above mentioned to be
sold.
    Know all men to whom these presence may concerne, we the above John Harman and Samuell Harman, sons of the within
named Elizabeth Harman, do hereby acknowledge our full and free consent to this deed of Sale whereby the said Elizabeth, our
mother, hath sold certain parcells of land unto Charles Ferry within named yielding and giving up all our right and interest in ye
said parcels of land unto ye said Charles Ferry and unto his heirs and assigns forever. Witness our hands this three and
twentieth day of May Anno Domi 1665.
    Witness hereunto are: The mark ?JH? of John Harman
    Elizur Holyoke
    Samuel Chapin. The mark ?SH? of Samuel Harman
    This acknowledgment was written on ye back side
    of ye said deed of sale and recorded ye said twenty-third of May 1665
    by me Elizur Holyoke, Recorder
 
 
Sources:
 
   1. Repository:
            Name: SLCFHC
      Title: Harmon Genealogy, The
      Author: Artemas Canfield Harmon
      Publication: Gibson Bros, Inc. Washington DC 1920
      Call Number: FHL US/CAN Film 982478 Item 11
      Note:
      Comprising All Branches in New England. I have entered the Springfield Branch on Paf and submitted to Ancestral File and
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Pedigree Resource File. I have a copy in my possession.

   2. Repository:
            Name: SLCFHC
      Title: The Charles Ferry Family in America
      Author: Ferry, Edward M.
      Note:
      This book is about the family of John and Elizabeth's oldest daughter and appears to be fairly accurate in the info it presents.
      Text: About the year 1640 John Harmon, i.e. Joh the first, born in England 1617, landed in Boston America, and after a year or
two in Roxbury, joined the few under their leader, Pynchon, on the fertile banks of the Connecticut River and was one of the first
settlers of Springfield.
   3. Repository:
            Name: SLCFHC
      Title: Springfield 1636-1886 History of Town and City
      Author: Green, Mason A.
      Publication: Springfield, Massachusetts, 1888
      Call Number: 974.426/si H2g
   4. Repository:
            Name: SLCFHC
      Title: The Charles Ferry Family in America
      Author: Ferry, Edward M.
      Note:
      This book is about the family of John and Elizabeth's oldest daughter and appears to be fairly accurate in the info it presents.
      Text: About the year 1640 John Harmon, i.e. Joh the first, born in England 1617, landed in Boston America, and after a year or
two in Roxbury, joined the few under their leader, Pynchon, on the fertile banks of the Connecticut River and was one of the first
settlers of Springfield.
      Note: John and Elizabeth were probably married in Boston or Roxbury, Massachusetts if married after arriving in New
England. If married prior to coming, they would have been married in England.
      Text: "About the year 1640, John Harmon, i.e. John the first, born in England, 1617, landed in Boston, America, and after a
year or two in Roxbury, joined the few under their leader, Pynchon, on the fertile banks of the Connecticut River and was one of
the first settlers of Springfield, MA.
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