MONDAY, 18 JUNE 2007: DAY ONE OF "CIVIL LEGAL WAR" IN USDC, TALLAHASSEE CASE!  REPORTING FROM THE FRONT LINES....

Being in Tallahassee, Florida, home of Florida State University (FSU) and the "Seminoles" is like descending into "Dante's Inferno"!  It is damn hot & humid -- but the heat outside is not as bad as the heat in the courtroom when the Defendants cross-examined Beverly Kennedy, ersatz "national officer" of her breakaway "Dallas-faction".  The hardcore issue in this case is whether this breakaway faction had any lawful authority under the RPUSA Constitution & Robert's Rules of Order (RRoO) to hold an alleged National Committee meeting in Atlanta, Georgia on 23 April 2005 in which 16 persons attended, and then declare a "national convention" in Tampa, Florida, on 3-5 June 2005 in which 45 persons attended.  It was in Tampa that Kennedy and her cohorts declared themselves new national officers!
Prior to the start of the Jury Selection, the lead attorney for the breakaway Kennedy-faction offered an ‘out-of-court’ settlement:  Sign a statement acknowledging Kennedy as a “national officer” and all other claims would be dropped – OR – face a financial judgment into the “hundreds-of-thousands” of dollars in another trial!  Our counteroffer was for the Kennedy-faction to agree to stand for election in an open forum after inviting all 23 remaining Legitimately established Reform Party SPO’s, regardless of faction, in a forth-coming announced reunification national convention providing at least a 90 – 120 day advance notice.  Needless-to-say, their attorney turned tail and went back to his table in the courtroom.  However, Valli Sharpe-Geisler (CA), did in fact sell-out and make such an agreement to protect her own derriere!  But as soon as the other Defendants found out – they asked the Federal Judge to remove her from the Defendants’ seating and have her sequestered in the witness room with all the other potential witnesses!  The Judge complied and Sharpe-Geisler was forthwith removed from the courtroom and sent to a witness room.
As the morning began, a jury of six men & six women were selected by the process of elimination via the various challenges/strikes provided by Court Rules.  Afterwards the new jury was given a break and who shows up, but John Blare, Chairman of the Reform Party of California, and National Secretary of the "O'Hara/Martin-faction" -- and filed a motion to intervene -- and was accepted by the Court without objection from any existing parties to this action.  Present from the start was the national officers comprising the Reorganized Reform Party National Committee (RPNC) under a Charter & Bylaws, i.e., Nelson "Skip" Foley, Chairman of Reform Party of Maine & National Chairman of Reorganized RPNC; Jeanne Doogs, former Chair of Texas Reform Party & National Vice-Chair of Reorganized RPNC; and Jerry Heinemann, Chairman of WV Reform Party & National Secretary of Reorganized RPNC.  Also present was Roy Downing, Chairman of the American Reform Party (ARP), a wholly separate national political committee, nevertheless finding himself sued.
Defendant Shawn O'Hara was in another court action in Mississippi involving his candidacy for State Treasurer of the Democratic Party of Mississippi and other Lessor positions not filled by other candidates.  If successful, Shawn could be entered into the Guinness Book of World Records for running for the most public offices in a single election than anyone else in history!  The Mississippi Legislature has already passed new legislation closing this loophole for anyone else in the future.  Meanwhile, John Blare will be presenting the case for the “O’Hara/ Martin-faction”.
After Jury Selection, Opening Statements were presented by all parties, and for the balance of “DAY ONE”, Beverly Kennedy was on the witness-stand questioned first by the attorney representing her faction, and then by each of the Defendants in turn, beginning with Heinemann, reorganized RPNC.  True to her demeanor of past events, Kennedy tried to be as evasive as possible chuckling to herself in between questions.  While the Plaintiffs entered into evidence several exhibits consisting of Emails sent out by Janelle Weill, ersatz “national secretary”, listing names of participants on 8 April, 18 April, and the infamous meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, on 23 April 2005 – there were multiple objections to anything and everything the Defendants tried to enter into evidence!  Even so, Heinemann was able to show a computer record of the Kennedy-faction website < www.reformparty.org > and the fact that they show “Nothing”, no State Party Organizations (SPO) in 35 states, plus an additional five states with misinformation, and counting.  Also Heinemann was able to show how Kennedy claimed to have given $4300 to the RPUSA in 2006 & Sandy Madison claimed to have given $5000 to the RPUSA at around the same time – declared by Kennedy to be “in-kind” contributions!  
Heinemann then showed that the Kennedy-faction only had four (4) SPO’s allied to them, while the Reorganized RPNC had seven (7) SPO’s that have adopted the Charter & Bylaws, seven (7) SPO’s allied to the “O’Hara/ Martin-faction under the 2003 RPUSA Constitution, and five (5) SPO’s currently disaffiliated and independent.  Thus nineteen (19) SPO’s stand-against the breakaway Kennedy-faction!  Throughout, Kennedy tried to remain coy and evasive – and at all times LESS THAN CANDID!
Following in order, Nelson ‘Skip’ Foley then questioned Kennedy over her lack-of-records when it came to her alleged duties as “treasurer”.  She was also questioned over the number of times she was supposed to do something pursuant to purported “minutes” of various meetings when in fact she never followed through with anything that she promised to accomplish!  By the time Foley finished, Kennedy was almost talking to herself!  Following Foley, Jeanne Doogs questioning Kennedy about her lack-of-activity as the alleged “state-chair” and the fact that Texas is NOT a recognized SPO!  By now, her attorney was jumping through hoops trying to object to just about everything asked of Kennedy.

Lastly, for the rest of the day, came John Blare who questioned Kennedy for a couple of hours over RRoO in comparison to the 2003 -2005 RPUSA Constitution and a host of other issues all relating to Kennedy’s lack-of-consistency!  The bantering between the two of them went on incessantly to such an extent that if Blare had asked Kennedy if California was “west” of Florida, Kennedy would respond, “No”, not if you went to the Artic Circle and then went “south”, or to Antarctica and turned “north”, or went “east” to New York and continued around the world!  If Blare repeated his question and asked for clarification, Kennedy would respond that she gave her answer and had nothing more to add.  While Blare was able to wear Kennedy down to the point of her stuttering incoherent statements, the tortuous ordeal left everyone in a sheer agony until the Judge stepped in and mercifully ended a close for the day!
TUESDAY, 19 JUNE 2007: DAY-TWO REPORT FROM THE FRONT-LINES IN TALLAHASSEE….

The second day started off the way the first ended, with Kennedy on the witness-stand and John Blare coming at Kennedy from every “rules” angle one could imagine!  Kennedy and Blare bantered around each other for another couple of hours until the Judge set a time limit – until at last their dueling came to an end.  Next up was Janelle Weill (NE), ersatz “national secretary” and what a spectacle she made of herself by repeating, “I don’t know”, for question after question!  Weill knew of no records for any meetings, nor any minutes, no credentialing reports, and not much of anything else!  It’s as if she was a robot repeating, “Does not compute!”  She was knocked down rather quickly and was replaced by Diane McKelvey (MI) claiming to be MidWest Regional Representative.  

McKelvey also repeatedly claimed not to know anything regarding any of the questions asked of her when it came to record keeping, credentialing, and other related areas.  But she did misspeak under oath when asked what State Party Organization she belonged to in Michigan, she stated three times, “Reform Party of Michigan (RPMI)”, but that was an outright fabrication since the official RPMI is under the chairmanship of Matt Crehan, and McKelvey ain’t part of their SPO!  In fact, McKelvey is part & parcel associated with the Independence Party of Michigan.  McKelvey claimed to be Credentials Chairperson for Tampa, but could not provide the name of a single fellow committee member – nor could she produce a since criteria for how she allegedly credentialed a single purported ‘delegate’!  Like Janelle, Diane also had a mental meltdown and the two of them combined came across as “dumb & dumber” and then some!

Next came Alec McKelvey (MI), he too did not know what SPO he belonged to, if any!  Not only that, but he did not even know if he was a National Committee Member (NCM).  He simply stated that he signed in at whatever meetings he attended with his wife Diane, and signed in as she instructed!  His credibility was shot to pieces in a matter of minutes and made the Kennedy-faction look like a bunch of imbeciles on the loose!  He was dispensed of quickly.  Then David Collison (TX) took the stand and was questioned in many areas – but conveniently for him, he seemed to never ‘be on time’ for many meetings, or missing them altogether!  Collison did confirm his assistance in working intermittently with the creation of the Charter & Bylaws in late 2002, early 2003.  And like Kennedy, Collison could not confirm the legality of the Reform Party of Texas!
Last witness for the Plaintiffs for the day was James Slaughter (NC), an attorney at law plus a parliamentarian.  His testimony was a bunch of “gobbety-gook” as he narrowed himself to the 2003-2005 RPUSA Constitution & RRoO!  Upon cross-examination by Heinemann, Slaughter could not provide a list of things required in order to establish a legitimate SPO!  When pressed on any such question, Slaughter resorted to the comment, “I do not practice that kind of law!”  When asked what kind of law he does practice, he stated “parliamentarianism” – which he admittedly received $350 per/hour, and for special consultations such as this trial, a whopping flat-fee of $3000 per/day!  Instead of being out of there in two-days as planned, he was forced to remain the whole week – so it cost somebody $15,000 just for this one allegedly “expert witness”!  Purportedly this was the 53rd time Slaughter has been a consultant in a trial of this nature dealing with RRoO!  Slaughter admitted under oath that he only reviewed the documents provided to him by the attorney for the plaintiffs – and that RRoO was the lowest form of rules at any level – he even referenced Heinemann’s comment that RRoO was like the “Pirate’s Code” – just “Guidelines” – nothing etched in stone!
From then onward to the close of the day, John Blare probed Slaughter as if Slaughter were some kind of alien being held in “Area 51”!  The two of them dueled back and forth over interpretations of one rule after another – ad nauseam!  When it approached to around 5 pm, the Judge called it another day!    
WEDNESDAY, 20 JUNE 2007: DAY THREE AND COUNTING REPORTING FROM THE FRONT LINES IN TALLAHASSEE CASE…
The morning session began with the attorney for the plaintiffs resting his case.  At all times he had two other attorneys assisting him, plus the “expert”, Slaughter by his side!   At any rate, the Defendants began calling witnesses to the stand.  Heinemann called Foley & Doogs and placed on the record numerous issues, but again there were insistent objections to his placing any exhibits into the court record.  At one point, the Judge sent the Jury out so as to argue with Heinemann and the other Defendants over why none of their exhibits were being permitted to be entered into the record.  The pretext was that the material obtained from the various state governments around the nation was not ‘certified’ by each Secretary of State – yet by the same standard, the plaintiffs were permitted to enter material gathered from Emails and none of their exhibits were ‘certified’!  Thus there seemed to be a “double-standard”, something reviewable by the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals.  So Heinemann registered a formal Objection, accepted by the Judge, and preserved for the record in case an appeal is required.  Meanwhile, all the exhibits denied entry into the record during the trial will be “Proffered” at the close of the trial for Appellate review!
Due to the earlier discrediting of the Plaintiffs’ witnesses, it was felt that calling any of them back would serve no purpose since they claimed to know so little the first time around.  Thus Blare began to call from his witness list and Kennedy was recalled back to the witness-stand.  And so began another long afternoon as Blare attempted to peal the layers of onion rings from around Kennedy – each layer making Kennedy more odious!  And again, the Judge set a time-limit on Blare and then called it a day.  Since there was no court on Thursday, 21 June 2007, we all had a chance to recoup!  Not being from such a hot & humid climate, Roy Downing’s wife took ill and so Roy left the trial and returned to North Jersey where he lives – but not before we all took pictures together, etc.  Heinemann too succumbed to the heat, humidity, & air-conditioning and picked up a bad case of bronchitis – so off to the health store for mega-doses of Vitamin C and such.   

FRIDAY, 22 JUNE 2007: DAY-FOUR OF TRIAL IN TALLAHASSEE CASE REPORTING FROM THE FRONT LINES…

When court resumed on Friday, a new face appeared, that of Shawn O’Hara, former National Chairman of the RPUSA.  O’Hara was fresh off the court action in Mississippi whereby the Federal Judge denied Shawn’s desire to run in 21 separate political races to set an all-time new world record.  Nevertheless, Shawn entered the case as he found it, as the Defendants, primarily John Blare, were still presenting witnesses and exhibits.  Shawn took both the witness-stand and cross-examined, as did the other Defendants, i.e., Heinemann, Foley & Doogs.  While Shawn was on the witness-stand he was permitted to ask himself questions, and provide an answer for the official record – and he did a masterful job and then some.  But no one did it a effectively as did John Blare!  Blare had spent almost the entire night preparing a series of exhibits of RPUSA minutes and then had a 24 hour/printing store put them into order, etc.  Ken Jones (CT) had flown down specifically to assist Blare, but in his haste he forgot a shirt & tie & jacket – so the Judge would not let him behind the bar!
And then in the midst of this haste, Ken remained in the courtroom instead of leaving the courtroom area, and this prevented Blare from calling Jones as a witness!  Earlier it had been agreed that all witnesses would be sequestered, i.e., removed from the courtroom until called to be a witness.  Nevertheless, Blare was assisted by other Defendants and got his paperwork in order, and took the stand questioning himself!  Blare was superb as he asked himself, “Mr. Blare, is it true that the Atlanta meeting failed to have quorum?”  Upon which he would respond, “Yes, and here is an exhibit that proves that no quorum was met!”  What was amazing was that Blare was able to keep his demeanor in this fashion for well over two-hours – and the information he presented was devastating to the Kennedy-faction!  The Jury was taking notes, and when the Jury was dismissed for the day, even the Judge commented that this information was new, pertinent, and detrimental to the claims being made by the Kennedy-faction!  And believe it or not, Kennedy was called back to the witness-stand for a third time – but by now the erstwhile polish she tried to exhibit the first time around was much tarnished – she was pretty much beaten downward & then some.  
All this after her “legal team” went out of their way to polish ole-Bev by getting her a new hairstyle, new clothing-style, and attempting to create a “new image” for Bev from Monday to Friday!  It’s all smoke & mirrors – in showbiz, it’s called “misdirection”!  All this polish & glitz however only masks over the facts – they simply cannot prove their case that they had quorum or that those who attended were qualified to be there!  The only obstacle standing in the way of a “Defense Victory” – is the wording of the Instructions to the Jury.  Several meetings have been held to make the wording as neutral as possible for the benefit of both sides – but IF the Judge demands a “strict-reading” of his words & meanings – then the Jury indeed will have the hands full of decision-making!  And were the Defendants allowed to include all their proposed exhibits for the Jury to see – then there would be no question as to who is right and who is wrong!
Monday, 25 June 2007, will hear the Closing Arguments by all parties to this action.  While neither the Opening nor the Closing Statements are given to the Jury since they are not sworn evidence – the Closing Statements have the potential to become the catalyst that welds the entire argument and case together.  We can only hope so as this case is almost over – case number 11 for Beverly Kennedy in the past seven years!  That’s correct, she has been involved in lawsuits suing RPUSA National Officers a dozen times in the past seven years!  Does anyone wonder why the RPUSA has been so hamstrung!  Let’s hope this time “Never Again”!
