ANOTHER BOGUS “CONVENTION” 
WITH KENNEDY-GROUP AS THE HOST!
This weekend of July 19th, 2008, the “Kennedy-group”, aka, “Dallas-faction”, including Charles Foster and friends will host a social gathering at a hotel in Dallas, Texas.  To them, it’s an alleged “mandated convention” ordered by a local county judge to try and figure out how to handle another Kennedy-initiated lawsuit to determine who’s in the leadership of the Party.   What is happening is a continuation of the travesty of the 2005 Tampa meeting where Beverly Kennedy, Charles Foster, Diane McKelvey, and the rest of the “bag lady” support group, tried to create a coup on the national Reform Party.  They claimed a quorum at a select national committee meeting in order to create an emergency so as to call a convention in June of 2005 and get their people elected to the national party positions in the Reform Party USA (RPUSA).  Aside from the fraud they attempted to perpetuate, the attempt was a complete failure after they sued the national officers of the RPUSA, the national officers of the reconstituted Reform Party National Committee (RPNC), and the national officers of an entirely separate political party, the American Reform Party (ARP), in November 2005.  
The trial held last spring in USDC, Tallahassee, N.D. Florida, which many do not know took place and some have conveniently forgotten, consisted of Three Parts:
· The First Part was to determine if the 2005 Tampa meeting was even legal;
· The Second Part was to determine why the American Reform Party had even been sued; and,
· The Third Part would have dealt with the legal issues regarding ownership of an alleged trademark and any rights associated with it, including if any existed at all.

The first part of the three part trial determined by a jury of 12 citizens of Florida in the Tallahassee Federal Court that the Tampa meeting was not a legal function of the Reform Party and hence anything that happened there was void ab initio and legally “never happened” (layman terms).    During this trial, the defendants focused not only on the Tampa meeting, but more to the source, the National Committee Meeting.  The defense determined the national committee never had a quorum due to a number of irregularities.  First, and foremost, the unprofessional approach of registering and recording the identities of the participants.  One of the participants was a 14 year old grandchild of one of the alleged national committee members.  The reason as presented in court and never denied by the plaintiffs (i.e., the Kennedy-group) was that there weren’t enough for a quorum, wouldn’t be enough for a quorum and since they figured no one would know as the individual was only a name on paper, they could get away with it.  They didn’t, but it goes to show the disrespect, distain and utter contempt these people have for the organization they claim to love and cherish.

It was brought out that the only people who could prove their membership in the Reform Party were the defendants.  You see, in 2002, the Texas Reform Party dissolved! A letter was sent to the Secretary of State of Texas and that, folks, is the last piece of correspondence filed.  Everyone knows that legitimate state party organizations (SPO’s) are monitored and regulated by the state in which they exist.   So added to the points against these people in Texas, is the fraud committed by their claiming to represent a Reform Party state party organization that was dissolved 3 years prior to the bogus claim to holding a “convention” in Tampa of 2005.
Let’s add to the list by pointing out, and everyone knows this, no one can be a member of more than one political party at a time.  No one can be a member of the Republican Party and the Democrat Party, nor the Libertarian Party nor the Constitution Party under law at the same time.  A person can only be registered to vote in one political party at a time!  Each state has such laws, even in those states that do not require registering to vote via partisan label.  They vary a bit in wording, but these regulations are always there!  And it is certainly clear that parliamentarian rules are subservient to state and federal law.  No group can pass a motion saying, “We move it is ok to rob the 1st National Bank”.  Can you imagine the defense?  “Well, your honor, we voted on it unanimously and therefore we can do it!”.   Would that cut muster in your state?  It didn’t with the federal court or the jury either in Tallahassee.

The Dallas court case is the fourteenth or so civil action brought by Kennedy since 1999, (Yes, she’s unsuccessfully sued the Reform Party every time the RPUSA hasn’t wanted to play by her private rules or with her and her cronies), and the filing was a ploy to try and delay the final judgment in the USDC, Gainesville, N.D. Florida case where the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee and the Reform Party were sued by the FEC for absconding with federal tax dollars.  The amount for those who might have forgotten was a little over $333,558.00, plus interest, (or a third of a million dollars) to which not one penny has been repaid to the feds to pay back the money that was stolen.  With interest and penalties, the amount is fast approaching ½ million if it hasn’t already pasted that amount.

Ms. Kennedy and cohorts, as members of the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee that stole the FEC funds, couldn’t see their way to negotiate a lower settlement which would have freed the RPUSA up as a whole to pursue a candidate for 2008 (and we can see by the choices we really could have used one) – No, they simply squandered the public funds and then attempted a complete and illegal takeover of the Party on their behalf in 2005 Tampa.  So, back to Dallas…….
This recent lawsuit in Dallas County was to be filed to get a possibly quick judgment from the local court that would declare the Kennedy-group “leaders” of some sort in the national Reform Party.  They haven’t yet succeeded as jurisdiction of the Court only includes Dallas County.  Yes, this means if you don’t live in the Dallas County area, you aren’t under any of its jurisdiction, nor can you be in anyway made to be under their thumb.  It is simply a small pool – worse yet, only a puddle on the ground!  The other aspect of this case is the conclusion of the Federal District Court in Tallahassee that decided the “Dallas-faction” held no type of leadership of the RPUSA in its final Order and Judgment.  So, the Kennedy group is back to square one whereby they are trying to get some kind of recognition through threats and blackmail.  The blackmail was against us and the threats were against us – but the Federal Jury Verdict was against them!
Now here comes the “convention” as they call it to be held in Dallas allegedly under the 2003 RPUSA Constitution.  Does anyone going have a copy of the 2003 Constitution?   Nope! What was sent out is actually the “new rules” of Beverly Kennedy that she has been carrying around with her in a brown paper bag since 2002 Denver!  What everyone received was actually the 2005 Tampa rules that were rejected by the Tallahassee Jury!  It’s really a very differently worded document with omissions and additions that nobody ever voted upon.   The 2003 rules included that notice via email was Ok to use as official correspondence, but then again the group at the 2003 convention was less than fifty folks so the idea of being inconvenienced with using email, in place of regular posted mail in order to keep things on the up and up, was not much of a concern to the people at the time.

Now, according to the 2003 Constitution, none of the changes voted at that time can take place until after the convention is over, so the email approach is only valid after the 2003 Convention was completed!  But reverting to those rules again simply delays all changes until they have been put into effect.  But that fact doesn’t seem to bother the current court appointed parliamentarian, Kay Crews.  She was told it was Ok so what does she know?  Not enough, apparently, in order to make a correct decision!  

In order to understand the gist of this meeting that will be taking place in Dallas, Texas, you should know that two bonds were required to be posted, or were ordered by the judge to be posted before this meeting could take place.  The two bonds were for $5,000 and for $20,000.  This money is to be used to pay Ms. Crews a “fee” for her services as a parliamentarian, but here’s another catch in the story.  There is no official notice that the bonds have been posted, nor is there any official notice of how, where and who posted this money.  Since this is the case, if the bonds were not posted, beware that whatever happens at this meeting will not even be recognized by the local judge in Dallas, and like mythical “Mother Nature”, Judges don’t like to be fooled!
Since the Reform Party has officially lost to the FEC in the Gainesville Case, and an injunction is in place, who actually owns the money of the RPUSA at this point in time?  The Reform Party?  Or, the Federal Election Commission?  And for all money spent, what if the FEC says it was theirs, who do you suppose, will share the burden of paying the equivalent of the bond money to the Feds?  Everyone who attended, or….will they look at the so-called “convention” as simply just a meeting of some random people and not recognize anything that happens at this meeting?
So here is the dilemma.   Is this even really a meeting?  And as it is being hosted in a state whose party has officially dissolved, aren’t you even a little bit worried that it will cause nothing more than yet more problems and complications for the RPUSA?

Anyone, as did Ms. Crews, who sends out info regarding a group discount rate for the hotel the same day as the deadline for the group discount rate, after normal business hours, is NOT someone I would entrust with much of anything!  Would you hire such incompetence? 

So, back to what we should be doing.

The Tallahassee Case determined a couple of very important issues that have had very little play within the Party, and that is that there are two entities of the Reform Party that the court found to be legitimate and neither one of them mentions Kennedy or her cronies.   The two groups were the existing legitimate SPO’s in the Reform Party using the 2003 RPUSA Constitution, and those state party organizations under the 2004 Charter and Bylaws.  This website < www.rpnc.org > is under the 2004 Charter and Bylaws and this group likes the rules we govern under since each SPO is protected from sycophants who like to expel state party organizations simply because they don’t agree on something.  
The 2004 Charter and Bylaws do not allow last minute challenges the day before a convention.  The Reform Party was plagued with this in 2000, 2001 and 2002.  The 2004 Charter and Bylaws forbid a state party organization from being disaffiliated by anyone other than its own actions!  There are very specific rules governing these matters, and personality disagreements certainly are not one of them!
Currently the RPUSA has four state party organizations that have ballot access and a number of other SPO’s that show a legitimate legal line of continuity.  They have followed the rules of their respective state, and the federal regulations, and they have done what they are required to do, legally and continuously.  Therefore these SPO’s are legitimate.
There are certainly some states that have not followed through as identified herein and they are what we refer to as mere political “observers”.  We figure if they “observe” long enough, they might figure it out, yet then again they may not, but in either case, we also have one other area that is critical to the Party’s survival, growth and inter-state trust, and that is “Transparency”.

Transparency has not been a very high priority in the RPUSA over the last few years.  Transparency goes to credibility and credibility goes to growth.  It is pretty simple and yet if someone is trying to pull a fast one, the last thing they want is transparency!  In fact, if they are up to no good, they would fight anyone to make sure transparency never happens while they are involved.  Just look at the history of the “Dallas-faction”!
Although transparency is agreed by honest folks to be good, here are some of the things that have not been announced or have been neglected.
How did the Kennedy-group get the < www.ReformParty.org > website?  Was there ever a vote taken?  Was there ever anything issued?  The answer is no.  None of these things -- it was acquired by one person giving another person the codes for the website without permission from the ruling committee.  Shortly after that the argument sounded like the “king of the hill” children’s game, “I have the website so therefore I must be the king of the Party”.  

Since 2005, Beverly Kennedy has claimed to be “treasurer”, but has never, and I mean never, filed any report that there was any money ever collected on their Reform Party website.  Now, this is over 3 years and surely there has to be one unsuspecting dupe or one true believer who sent in $10 or $20 bucks -- but the PayPal account has never been reported.  It is as though It’s not even there.  In fact, the PayPal account only went off the Internet last month along with the < www.Reformparty.org > website.  It’s down.  So where is the money that was donated to the RPUSA?  Where is it?  Who has it?  What did they spend it on and who had control during this time?  Well, Kennedy and cohorts had control and as I understand it over the past three years there were at least 3 people who did donate, sent in money, got a friendly little email from PayPal and that’s all folks.  It has been silence to them since.  By law, a treasurer is supposed to record and report all donations.  Ethically this information should be reported, not just as required, but at least to the members of the Party, but nope.  Hasn’t happened yet!
So for those who may be going to the meeting in Dallas without the discount, ask them where the money is and ask them to prove it.  It isn’t hard but they won’t do it cause if they did, they would be admitting violating Federal Law and lying to the FEC on their financial reports so you probably won’t get any response other than to try and dismiss this request as just another “unfair attack” from that Foley-group.
In court, John Blare stated there was no conflict with the faction of the Reform Party USA that he was in under the 2003 RPUSA Constitution, and the reconstituted Reform Party National Committee (RPNC) under the 2004 Charter and Bylaws that we are in.  It is in the court record.  It was not challenged, then, it is what it is, and it cannot be challenged since it is now a well-known fact!
Rodney Martin stated in court affidavits that there is no conflict with the two groups and we are of the position that as long as the party treats all legitimate SPO’s fairly, there is no conflict.  And the Final Order and Judgment of the Tallahassee Case specifically singled out and identified the two groups as being legitimate.  Because of all the turmoil in the RPUSA over the various “constitutions”, it is just a matter of time until all legitimate SPO’s formally adopt the 2004 Charter and Bylaw by simply passing the “Resolution for Substitution” found at < www.rpnc.org >.  And after anyone reads Kennedy’s new “constitution”, pulled from her paper-bag, following this Dallas meeting – there will be no room for legitimate SPO’s except with the 2004 Charter and Bylaws!
I’m not a real whiz at everything but I’ll bet that the company I work for has more employees in it that people who would show up to this proposed meeting in Dallas.  That is not my idea of a very strong political party foundation.

It’s not that we care who goes, anyone can go, so we don’t care who goes – but if this simple non-binding meeting will be used as something more than what it really is – non-binding, then anything else becomes a fraud on the Party.  The majority is supposed to rule in democratic politics except when the majority is “fixed” by money, bribes, misinformation or lies!
Also, you may not know about some of the stuff posted on the Ballot Access News website on the “Dallas convention blog”.  While Richard Winger claims he was not told to take the whole site down because of the “controversy” it was creating, the site nevertheless disappeared, not once, but twice – and no one controls the website but Richard!  All Threads vanished – poof!  You may or may not know that Winger is a part of a group called Kofu, Tofu or COFOE, Oh, who cares? (Actually it’s “Coalition for Free and Open Elections”, one of those meet, eat, and retreat groups –after a donation of course!)  
But this COFOE group reportedly includes Russ Verney of Dallas in it.  Russ Verney was part of the “Dallas-faction” of 2000.  He was in the midst the Party turmoil when the FEC Matching Funds went missing from the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee!  If this so-called “Dallas Convention” is a success in giving members of the “Dallas-faction” some titles to throw around, then they will try and continue their activities to prevent any internal or external investigations into where the money went from the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee that ultimately forced the FEC Lawsuit, and its Order and Judgment against the RPUSA, including an injunction against any expenditure other than repayment of the $333,558.00, plus interest!  Another COFOE member is Tom McLaughlin, now Chairman of the Reform Party of Pennsylvania, and former RPUSA national Treasurer under whose watch the theft of the FEC funds happened.  Beverly Kennedy also was a member of the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee, and all her detrimental activities against the RPUSA since 2000 have been directed to forestall any investigation as to the stolen funds!  Thus the “Dallas-group” has a vested selfish interest 
to the detriment of the rest of us.  So, next time you read a blog on Ballot Access News, then come back the next day and find it gone, just figure you were too late to catch the responses that caused the blog to “disappear” for being “too heated”!  
I personally posted on two different blogs, and both are now nowhere to be found.   One of the posts was specifically aimed at one of the congressional candidates who is retired, and running for congress in Kansas.  I checked out the candidate’s website and it didn’t have an address in order to send a contribution, nor a phone number to contact him.  I can’t send a check if I don’t have an address.  So, if any one in Kansas reads this, let him know he can send me an email at Mereform@megalink.net .

Did I mention the Reform Party of Maine was not legally notified of this Dallas meeting by mail (registered mail was the preferred method in the past as it proved something was delivered) so, Maine will not be attending!  There was no 30-day notice which would not only include the official call to convention but would include the agenda and any committee reports as well as a list of the delegates who would be attending.  But those rules, even though they are there will be very inconvenient and if you didn’t know of them before, you now at least have a better idea of why you didn’t know these previous rules existed for the mutual benefit of all concerned – TRANSPARENCY!
If there is some credibility issue raised on the constitution, remember in 2002 I was the National Communications Chairman of the Reform Party, appointed by the last legitimate chairman of the unified RPUSA.  Did you know that Lou Ann Jones, member of the 2000 RPUSA Convention Committee was expelled from the Montana Reform Party for attempting an intentional disruption of ballot access for the SPO in 2000?  So in 2002 Denver, she simply brought a false-affidavit with her for credentialing as her  “proof” she was a member in good standing!  Oops, another lie!   According to law anything done under her watch with her fingerprints on it is null and void.  Bet you didn’t know that either.  And for further thought, she was the one notified by the FEC of the debt in 2003, yet she withheld that info from the Executive Committee – and when the ExCom found out – she tried to disband the ExCom after they requested a hearing with the FEC!

At 2002 Denver, Texas (yes, the Kennedy-group again) were conditionally admitted as delegates pursuant to their promise they would forward the official documentation requirements the following week.  You see, they claim to have “forgotten” them at home on the kitchen table. Needless to say, the “documents” didn’t exist and were never sent to Christopher Hollenden, the credentials chair and have not been to this day.  Another point brought up at the Tallahassee Trial to which they squirmed but didn’t answer under oath.

So, back to the RPUSA Constitution; as chairman of the 2002 Communications Committee, it was under my watch and the committee’s money that we produce the convention programs for the delegates with the official constitution included.    So, if any of you have one, check for discrepancies and if you don’t, well, we’ve got copies.  In  fact, we still have the complete convention packets as we printed more than needed.

So, if you are going to Dallas, have a safe trip.  It won’t mean anything but enjoy the visit.  There are some neat places to visit there.  If, however, you expect to have this meeting do anything more than has been done in the past; I don’t want to disappoint you, but Kennedy and Foster know it, I know it, and now……. You know it.  The “Dallas-faction” has always had just one agenda – Rule or Ruin!
Respectfully,

Nelson “Skip” Foley

Reform Party National Committee Chairman

Reorganized under the 2004 Charter and Bylaws
