Research Paper

Possible areas to research:
· History of the career – broad and narrow for your individual topic 

· Will there be room for growth?

· Is this a new job?

· What the career involves –

·  everyday work 

· what is done

· Work environment

· Hours

· Personal Characteristics

· Pay/Benefits

· Employment Outlook – new job openings local/state/national

· Will this job exist when you finish your training/college?

· Preparation/Schooling – what type/where

· Special Skills needed

· Licensing

· Unions/Associations

· Advancement opportunities

· Different places to work (companies)

· What you did with your mentor?

Research Paper

· Minimum of 10 pages in length.  Not counting the works cited and title                                                                                                                                                                                                                  page.

· MLA format

· Font size of 12 only (Times New Roman).
· Bibliography

Research Tips

· Narrow your subject to a specific topic.  Don’t be too broad.

· The topic should be readily available in sources.

· Don’t just restate the information you find!! Put it in YOUR own words!

· When in doubt “put it in quotes”

· Make sure to have a thesis statement with the purpose of your paper.  This is near the end of your opening paragraph.

Sorting Notes

· Keep similar notes together

· Don’t include all of your notes in the paper just because you have them 

Organization

· Have some sort of logical flow to your ideas

· Chronological order

· Beginning to end

· Spatial

· Order of importance
Introduction

· Come up with a creative introduction.  (You need a hook to get the reader’s attention)

· Types of introductions:

· Use facts or statistics

· Describe a compelling condition or situation

· Use a story or conversation to introduce an event

· Explain a conflict or inconsistency

· Ask question

· Use a quotation, adage, or proverb

Body of the paper

· Have a logical organization

· Answer the who, what, where, when, why, and how

· Make sure your thoughts flow smoothly from subject to subject

· Use good grammar, spelling, and proper English

· Don’t write like you are talking to a friend!!!

· Cite your references throughout your paper!
Conclusion

· Summarize your main points and thoughts
· Give the reader a sense of completion
· You are not writing a story to leave the reader hanging!
Bibliography

· Use MLA format as shown in reference!

· Reference web page:  (www.)

