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THE VOICE OF THE DEVIL: “DID GOD REALLY SAY?”
(Gen 3:1-13)
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True or False? — “Everything in the Bible is true.” — False. Let’s try one more. —
“Everything in the Bible has been truthfully recorded.” — True. Everything in the Bible
is not true because not every character in it always speaks truth. But when a character
tells a lie, the Bible truthfully records the falsehood.

Three times in Scripture the Devil speaks, and as strange as this may sound, I want us
to listen to the voice of the Devil and to hear what he has to say. We find his speech first
in the third chapter of Genesis, then when we come to the Book of Job, and finally in the
Gospels where he is tempting Jesus. In Genesis, the Devil is slandering God to man. In
Job, he is slandering man to God. In the Gospels, he is facing the God-man in the
wilderness. Today’s lesson will focus on the first of these three episodes. I ask you to
open your Bibles to the beginning—Genesis chapter three.' Let’s start reading at the last
verse of chapter two.

*»__ although Adam and his wife were both naked, neither of them felt any
shame.

*'Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the creatures the LORD God had
made. “Really?” he asked the woman. “Did God really say you must not eat any
of the fruit in the garden?”

*“Of course we may eat it,” the woman told him. **It’s only the fruit from the
tree at the center of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God says we must
not eat it or even touch it, or we will die.”

*You won’t die!” the serpent hissed. **“God knows that your eyes will be
opened when you eat it. You will become just like God, knowing everything,
both good and evil.”

The woman was convinced. The fruit looked so fresh and delicious, and it
would make her so wise! So she ate some of the fruit. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her. Then he ate it, too. ’At that moment, their eyes were
opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they strung fig
leaves together around their hips to cover themselves.



*Toward evening they heard the LORD God walking about in the garden, so
they hid themselves among the trees. *The LORD God called to Adam, “Where
are you?”

""He replied, “I heard you, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”

"“Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. “Have you
eaten the fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

"*“Yes,” admitted Adam, “but it was the woman you gave me who brought me
the fruit, and I ate it.”

“Then the LORD God asked the woman, “How could you do such a thing?”

“The serpent tricked me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it” (Gen 2:25-3:13,
NLT).

The “original sin” of Adam and Eve was not very original. The Devil, the father of lies,?
is the original sinner and he seduces humans to follow suit.

Do not be fooled and do not be naive: the Devil is a crafty character. There is a
wordplay in the Hebrew text on the terms “naked” and “shrewd.” Adam and Eve were
oY (‘arém; plural, 220 dritmmim) and the serpent was 217 (‘@riim). In English, I
would say it this way: the serpent’s shrewdness leads to the loss of nudeness. Because
the serpent is sinfully shrewd, Adam and Eve are no longer shamelessly nude.

What did this shrewd serpent say? First, he questioned the goodness of God. “Did
God really say?”-Did He put a limitation on you? Is He withholding something from
you? “Did God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the garden?” No, God said
nothing of the kind. What He did say was, “You may freely eat any fruit in the garden
except fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (2:16-17). God’s
permission emphasizes freedom. And yes, it is a freedom within boundaries; for where
there are no boundaries, there is no free choice—there is only chaos. But the devilish
serpent, the clever critter that he is, twists God’s words so as to deny that Adam and Eve
are free. How can God be good when He does not allow His creatures to enjoy any of the
fruit of the garden? God is not good. He wants you to think that you have everything
you need when in fact there is so much more that you could have! Eve’s reply to the
Devil’s lie is a half-truth/half-lie of her own. Concerning the tree at the center of the
garden, she responds, “God says we must not eat it or even touch it, or we will die.” God
had not said, “You must touch it.” Oh how human! . . . to exaggerate the commands of

God, then complain because they are not fair, and finally choose to do as we want, having



been duped into believing that such a choice makes us free. The starting point of sin and
suffering was the suggestion that God was not good.

Second, the Devil denied the severity of God. Did God say that you would die if you
ate of the forbidden fruit? “You will not die!” No, instead of dying, you will be like
God. You will know everything, both good and evil. Listen to what the slime-bag
serpent is saying. He is declaring that the wages of sin is not death. That is a lie and he
knows it! How do I know that the Devil knew he was lying? Because if there was no
penalty for sin, then the Devil would not be the Devil and Hell would not be his home.
The Devil is who he is and lives where he lives as a result of his rebellion against God.
He, of all creatures, knows that you cannot defy God and get away with it. We all die
because we have believed the Devil’s lie. The wages of sin is death: always has been and
always will be. If it ever changes you will know it: all the funeral homes will go out of
business.

Third, the Devil slandered the motive of God. God knows, Adam and Eve, that when
you eat of the tree in the center of the garden your eyes will be opened and you will be
just like God Himself. God does not want that to happen, and so He is selfishly keeping
you in your place and shutting you out of His place. God, in order to stay on top, must
keep you under His thumb; therefore, He mandates laws to maintain His control.

There you have it. The first occasion on which we hear the voice of the Devil, he is
questioning the goodness of God, denying the severity of God, and slandering the motive
of God. God is not good; He will not do what He threatens; and He is afraid of you.
Therefore, He is unreasonably restrictive and He uses scare tactics to keep you from fully
realizing yourself. That is the voice of the Devil.

As many of you know, I teach the Book of Genesis at Rochester College. I point out
to my students that “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” is a constant reminder of
image status. Adam and Eve are images, but God is the creator. As creator, God is the
ultimate authority to whom those made in His image are responsible. The tree also
represents moral autonomy. By eating from it, Adam and Eve declare their moral
independence from God and choose to decide right and wrong for themselves. One of
my students apparently misunderstood the word “autonomy.” On the final exam they

wrote that “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” represented “moral optometry.” I



scribbled a note saying something to the effect that “although the correct term is moral
autonomy, moral optometry is also correct; after all, ‘their eyes were opened.’”

Adam and Eve listened to the shrewd serpent, they ate of the forbidden fruit, and their
eyes were opened. The slithering snake was right about that: their eyes were opened.
And what did they see? They saw shame. And so they strung some fig leaves together
hoping to cover their shame. They could not look upon themselves and they could not
bear to be bare: they could not bear to be looked upon. Now that their eyes were open,
they did not want to see and they did not want to be seen. How pathetic. And then they
hid because they were afraid. They were afraid because they knew that God was good
and they were not. They were afraid because they knew that the good God meant what
He had said. They were afraid because they realized that rather than being like God they
were like the satanic serpent. In the midst of paradise, in the place where the loving
Creator took evening walks, Adam and Eve huddled in fear. How pathetic. They had
become something never made by God: a species that “had sinned itself into existence.””

Into a world of no-fear and all-joy slithered a shrewd serpent. And this cunning
creature exploited the most subtle and sophisticated anxiety known to the human species.
This is the fear that, no matter how well endowed I am with all manner of personal and
environmental good, it is not enough. Someone else has it better, or is better, and that
uneasiness gnaws at us like an aching tooth.*

And what of the promise “to be like God”? Does this not describe our desire to
master our own existence?” We humans, we want to make a name for ourselves; we want
to establish a place for ourselves; and, if it were possible, we want to live forever.
Grasping for this promise reveals our most basic fears: the fear of death, the fear of being
a nobody, and the fear of having nothing. “You can have it all!” proclaims the forked-
tongue serpent. And the insufferable irony is that the Devil offered this to two human
beings who already had it all but who were deceived into believing that what they
already had was not enough. Because Adam and Eve listened to the voice of the Devil,
they were diminished as humans, driven from their home, and they died.

And so it is today. In our attempt to master our own existence, we defy the Master of

our existence, and in so doing, we are less, we have less, and we fear more. What a



shame. Yes, what a shame. There are no fig leaves large enough nor trees big enough to
hide us from the Master of our existence.

I don’t know about you, but I know that I do not want to spend my life hiding in
shame and fear. I want to be free and fearless. I want to find the joy that comes in being
content with what I have knowing that it is enough. And I want to live forever. I want
the God who made me to be the Master of my existence. I want to listen to the voice of
God. And the Devil . . . I want him to go to Hell . . . and stay there. The Devil does not
scare me in Hell. He scares me when he shrewdly shows himself on earth and tempts me
to strive for what I could already have if I would accept it as a gift from God.

You and I face the same choice today that confronted Adam and Eve at the beginning
of human history. We can say to God, “Your will be done” or God can say to us, “Your

will be done.” Whose will, will it be?
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