Opening Words



Minister - You may be seated. 

Hope is a thing with feathers
that perches in the soul
and sings a tune without words
And never stops at all.

And sweetest, in the gale, is heard
and sore must be the storm
that could abash the little bird
that keeps so many warm.

I’ve heard it in the chilliest land
And on the strangest sea
yet, never, in extremity
it ask a crumb of me.

Emily Dickinson


We are gathered here today to celebrate the marriage of (Bride’s name) and (Groom’s name). For them, this marriage is both a pledge of enduring love, and an expression of their commitment to each other grounded in law. For the rest of us, this marriage is an occasion where we are reminded of the bonds to our own families and friendships and how important and wonderful these bonds are to us. 


Marriage is dedication. You give yourself into the hands of the one you love. You do so trustingly and generously.


In the words of Robert Ingersol, “The real marriage is based upon mutual affection — the ceremony is but the outward evidence of the inward flame. To this contract there are but two parties. . . Marriage is made public to the end that the real contract may be known, so that the world can see that the parties have been actuated by the highest motives that find expression in the acts of human beings. 

Introduce the Escorts



Minister - It is appropriate that you, the families are here to participate in this wedding. The ideals, the understanding, and the mutual respect, which these two bring to their marriage, have roots in the love, friendship, and guidance, with which you have provided them. 


Minister – Who is standing as a witness with this man in marriage? 


(Best Man) – I am.


Minister – Who is standing as a witness with this woman in marriage? 


(Maid of Honor) – I am. 

The Vows



Minister – Do you (Bride’s name), with earnest and complete devotion, take (Groom’s full name) to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until you are parted by death? 

(Bride) - I do

Minister – Do you (Groom’s name), with earnest and complete devotion, take (Bride’s full name) to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until you are parted by death? 

(Groom) - I do

The Exchange of Tokens



Minister - Traditionally, the marking of the passage to the status of husband and wife is marked by the exchange of some token of affection and loyalty. Love freely given has no giver and no receiver - for each is the giver and each is the receiver. May these tokens remind you always of the vows you have taken here today. 


(Groom) - With this token I thee wed, and I want you to be my wife from this day forward.


(Bride) - With this token I thee wed, and I want you to be my husband from this day forward. 

The Announcement



Minister – 

Feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.
Feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.
No more loneliness.
One life before you.
Enter into the days of your life together.
And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.

May the confidence, trust, and affection you have for each other today, sustain you as you live life together with its joy, its laughter, its sorrow, and its pain.  May you live happily ever after. 


(Groom’s name), (Bride’s name), having witnessed your vows for marriage with all who are assembled here with you, I announce with great joy that you are from this time on, husband and wife. 


Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. and Mrs. (Last name)! 

