
XLIV. The Resurgence of Conservatism

Democrats in 1980
1)
Jimmy Carter
a)
Faced double digit inflation.
b)
was regarded as fiscally conservative
c)
ABC movement had developed as Carter had seemed to a republican in democratic clothing.
d)
New Deal Democrats wanted another answer.
2)
Teddy Kennedy
a)
last of the Kennedy brothers was tainted by scandal
b)
chose to try and unseat Carter
Republicans in 1980
a)
Ronald Reagan ran as the darling of the Right Wing.
b)
Census figures showed that most American were older and more likely to live in the south and the west.
c)
A “new right” had developed as a response to the counter culture of the 60s.
d) Reagan drew on the ideas of “Neo-Conservatives” such as Norman Podhoretz and Irving Kristol.

e)
“affirmative action” entered as a political issue as the supreme court ruled for Allan Bakke who had claimed that he was denied entrance into medical school because of preferences for minority candidates.
Election of 1980
1)
Democrats ran Carter - as scandals and the conservative mood of the country killed Kennedy’s candidacy.

2)
Reagan had a popular appeal that Carter was not able to compete with and defeated Carter by nearly ten percentage points (religious conservatives thought they were the difference and were disappointed by choice of O’Connor to court).
3) A moderate independent John Anderson captured nearly 7% of the vote.

4) Carter was the first elected president since Hoover to be defeated.
The Reagan Revolution
1)
Hostages taken by Iran during Carter’s presidency were released after 444 days of captivity on Reagan inauguration day.
2)
Reagan assembled a conservative cabinet and started to dismantle New Deal style programs because he considered big government to be a problem.
3)
Defense spending was boosted at the expense of Medicare and Social Security.
4)
Reagan had a majority in the Senate but had to convince the conservative democrats from the south to vote for his programs.
5)
Reagan was also given a boost from his remarkable resilience and recovery from an assassination attempt.
Reaganomics
1)
Reagan preached what was known as “supply side economics” (George Bush dubbed it voodoo Economics before he became Reagan’s running mate).
2)
This was the belief that if one cut taxes it would stimulate business and create new economic growth.
3)
Reagan was able to get his tax cuts threw once again with the help of the Southern Democrats.
4)
The country meanwhile slipped into the deepest recession since the 1930s as Japan now was dominating industries once dominated by the US.
5)
In 1983 the economy turned upward but the recovery was uneven as the gap between the rich and the poor grew wider.
6)
The recovery created the Yuppie who poured money into conspicuous consumption.
7)
Many economists believe that the 1980s prosperity was based on massive defense spending that was $200 billion out of balance each year from 1982-1989.
8)
Also hurt by the soaring budget deficit was the balance of trade which faced a $152 billion deficit in 1987.

Reheating the Cold War
1)
Reagan considered the Soviet Union to be the evil empire and massively increased defense spending so that he could face the Soviet Union from a position of strength.
2)
Reagan gambled that the US economy could better with stand this build up than could the soviets.
3)
Reagan also upped the ante by announcing the Strategic Defense Initiative (star wars) which would protect the US with a series of orbiting battle stations that would stop incoming missiles.
4)
The Cold War also grew hot as the Soviets clamped down on a popular movement in Poland known as “Solidarity.”

5)
By 1983 all arms control talks were broken off with the Soviets and the Soviets boycotted the LA Olympics in 1984. (yea class of ‘84) 
Troubles Abroad
1)
Relations with Israel were strained as the Israelis continued to build new settlement in the occupied West Bank and by invading Lebanon in 1983.
2)
Reagan sent troops to Beirut in 1983 to keep the peace but 200 marines were Killed by a truck bomb.
3)
In Central America Reagan accused the left wing Sandinista government of Nicaragua of shipping weapon to forces in El Salvador.
4)
Reagan responded by sending “advisors” to El Salvador and by sending arms to “Contras’ in Nicaragua.
5)
Reagan also put down a Marxist coup in tiny Grenada.
Election of 1984 (King’s first Vote 4 pres)
1)
Reagan V. Mondale
2)
Geraldine Ferraro ran for VP as the first woman on a major ticket.
3)
Mondale only won his home state of Minnesota and the District of Columbia.
Reagan’s Foreign Policy
1)
In the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev was installed as the head of the communist party.
2)
Gorbachev announced two major policies that would have great effect the Soviet Union, Glasnost and Perestroika.
3)
Glasnost was openness and Perestroika was restructuring, both of which required the Soviets to reduce their military forces.
4)
Gorbachev pushed this goal at Reykjavik in 1985 but the US and Soviets reached a stalemate.
5)
Eventually the two nations reached the ground breaking INF treaty and Reagan would praise Gorbachev.
Iran-Contra Affair
· Iran and Iraq war.
· Nicaragua Sandinistas v. Contras
· Hostages were seized in Lebanon.
· Congress would not let money go to contras
· Oliver North arranged arms be shipped to Iran who would influence the freedom of the hostages and money from this sell would go to Contras.
· Sec. of Defense Casper Weinberger, Admiral John Poindexter and Lt. Colonel Oliver North were all indicted.
· Poindexter and North were convicted but had convictions overturned on appeal.  Weinberger was pardoned by George Bush (elder)
· Reagan claimed not to know what they were doing and seemed incompetent.
· Left office popular.
Economics
· Reagan pledged to rollback big government, lower taxes, and balancing the budget.

· Lower taxes and increased defense spending caused $200 billion annual budget deficits.
· $2 trillion was added to the national debt (more than all his predecessors combined)
· The Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act demanded a balanced budget by 1991.
· Reagan did roll back the Great Society and blocked new spending on domestic programs.
Reagan and the Supreme Court
· In 8 years Reagan passed a near majority of all sitting judges on the federal bench.
·  Also appointed 3 conservative Supreme Court Judges (Scalia, O’Connor, and Kennedy) and elevated Rehnquist. 
· Court tightened rules in affirmative action cases in Wards Cove Packing v. Antonia and in Martin v. Wilks.
· Limited free and full access to abortion to women in Webster v. Reproductive Health and Planned Parenthood v. Casey.
Reagan Referendum – The Election of 1988
· Republicans Lose control of the Senate in 1986 and the Congress votes down Reagan’s choice of Robert Bork.
· Administration was locked in scandal.
· Twin towers of deficit – trade and budget.

· Falling Real Estate and Fuel prices hurt the economy of the South West.

· Savings and Loans were facing insolvency because of loans to Latin America - the government spent $500 billion to bail it out.
· Wall Street saw huge mergers and drove up stock prices resulting in black Monday with the Dow falling 508 points on October 19, 1987.

· 7 Democrats lined up to run against the Republicans for the Presidency – dubbed the 7 dwarfs.

· Front Runner Gary Hart was forced out after charges of sexual misconduct – Jesse Jackson forged a “rainbow Coalition” but lost to Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis.
· Republicans ran Reagan’s VP George Bush (the elder) who ran on the Reagan record of tax cuts, strong defense, toughness on crime, opposition to abortion and economic expansion.

· Bush would defeat Dukakis 47,946,000 to 41,016,000 and 426 to 111.

George Bush and the End of the Cold War
· George Herbert Walker Bush – wealthy son of a Senator from Connecticut

· Committed to public service – served as a congressman, emissary to China, Ambassador to the UN, Director of the CIA and VP.

· Promised a “Kinder and Gentler America.”

· Took office as communist control in several countries was threatened or lost.

· In June or 1989 students protested in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

· The Chinese squashed the protests but world opinion condemned their actions.
· Europe was also transformed in 1989 – Poland, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, and Romania all through off communist control.

· December 1989 – Germans danced on the Berlin wall which soon was torn down.

· Germany reunited in October 1990.

· In the Soviet Union – Gorbachev’s Perestroika and Glasnost surged out of control and Gorbachev almost found himself the victim of a coup.

· Soon the Soviet Union dissolved into its several republics with Gorbachev as a figure head of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

· Boris Yeltsin would now dominate as the President of Russia.

· With the Soviet Union’s collapse questions would emerge on who would control its nuclear arsenal and would Russia honor the arms control treaties that had been signed by the Soviet Union. 

· The collapse of the Soviet Union also allowed the ethnic antagonism that had been bottled up within the nations of the Soviet bloc to be unleashed.

· Rejoining East and West - Germany were now faced with the task fixing the inequities that had developed during their separation.

· In the United States faced the task of beating swords into plowshares as it closed military bases and canceled major arms contracts.

The Persian Gulf Crisis

· The Cold War’s end did not end all conflict as Bush would send troops to capture Panama’s Dictator and drug lord – Manuel Noriega. 

· August 2, 1990 Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait – Iraq needed additional oil after an 8 year war with Iran.

· The US and its allies had supplied Hussein with weapons to support him against Iran.

· August 3, 1990 the UN condemned Iraq actions and placed and embargo on Iraq – when Iraq refused to withdraw and ultimatum was issued giving Iraq until January 15, 1991.

· An international force with 539,000 Americans and 270,000 troops from 28 nations were sent to Iraq.

· On January 12, 1991 the Congress approved the use of force.
· 1/16/91 allies attacked Iraq with a 37 day air war.

· Iraq was soon hit with a 4 day land war and on 2/27/91 Saddam accepted a cease fire and Kuwait was liberated – Saddam was not removed from power.

