
XLIII. The Stalemated Seventies

The Economy Falters

1)
The Boom of the Post war ended in the 70s

2)
The entire decade did not produce an increase in productivity equal to the preceding two decades.

3)
The problem of the seventies was the shift of the American economy from manufacturing to services
4)
Contributing to the downturn was the Vietnam War and the loss of the competitive advantage of American business.

5)
The early seventies were also characterized by high inflation caused by the Vietnam War and spending on the Great Society.

Vietnam, the Nixon Years

1)
Nixon had promised an honorable peace in Vietnam as one of his campaign promises.

2)
Nixon was inaugurated on 1/20/69 and brought one valuable asset - his broad knowledge of foreign affairs.

3)
Called for Vietnamization or American withdrawal from Vietnam.

4)
The Nixon Doctrine evolved which proclaimed that America would honor its existing defense commitment but in the future nations would have to fight their own wars with out American troops.

5)
But Nixon did not end the war instead he was changing it so that there were fewer Americans lost.

6)
By 1970 Vietnam had become America’s longest war and once again the forces were Largely made of the least privileged Americans.

7)
In 1970, with out consulting congress, Nixon widened the War by bombing Neutral Cambodia, which had served as a springboard for ARMY OF NORTH VIETNAM supplies.
8) 1971 LT. William L. Calley was court martialed for war atrocities – 350 villagers were murdered – and his troops refused to go along with a military cover-up.
9)
America was given a peak into the deception that had been used by the Kennedy and Johnson administrations when Daniel Ellsberg, a former Pentagon official, released the Pentagon Papers in 1971. 

10)
To force the Vietnamese to the negotiating table in 1973 Nixon ordered the heaviest bombing of the War resulting in a cease-fire.

11)
But “Peace with Honor” was the United States agreeing to withdraw all of its troops.

12)
In July of 1973 the US was still secretly bombing Cambodia which caused its economy to be shredded and its politics to be revolutionized allowing the rise of Pol Pot and his killing fields.

13)
Congress objected to Nixon’s expansion o his war making powers and passed the War Powers Act over his veto.

14)
The War Powers Act required the president to notify congress with in 48 hrs of committing troops to a conflict.

15)
Vietnam, the Ford Years

a)
The North Vietnamese finished of the South in 1975 forcing the Americans to evacuate.

b)
Technically the South Vietnamese had lost the war as the Americans had given them every thing but the will to fight.

c)
The US did lose face in the eyes foreigners, its own self-esteem, confidence in its military prowess and much of its economic muscle.

Nixon’s Détente with Beijing and Moscow
1) As Vietnam continued Nixon concluded the road to peace went through Beijing and Moscow.

2) Nixon’s top advisor was Dr. Henry A. Kissinger.

3) Nixon (the anticommunist) accepted an invitation to China in February 1972.
4) May of 1972 Nixon traveled to Moscow – fearing the warming relations between US and China the Soviets warmed relations by agreeing to by $750 million of grain over the next three years.

5) The US and the Soviets agreed to an Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty and the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) in 1972.

6) The agreements did not stop all acceleration on other fronts in the cold war – as the US and the Soviets designed MIRVs and both sides had 16,000 nuclear warheads deployed.

7) The warming relations did help the US exit Vietnam.
The Warren Court

1)
Nixon had attacked the Supreme Court’s Activism, as it had been too concerned with the individual.

2)
In Griswald v. Connecticut the Court and ruled against the state’s ability to prevent the use of contraceptives because of people’s right to privacy.

3)
Gideon v. Wainwright the Court stated the accused had the right to attorney and in Miranda assured people of the right to remain silent.
4) In the New York Times v. Sullivan the court stated that public official could only sue for libel if they could prove malice.

5) Southern conservatives were also disappointed in the courts supporting blacks in civil rights cases- five southern states legislatures “nullified” these decisions but the court over ruled them saying that states could not extent rights to whites that were denied to blacks.
6)
Warren was accused of “crook coddling” and that it was erasing the constitution in at the expense of states’ rights.

7)
Nixon was able to change the leaning of the court by appointing 4 justices including a new chief justice Warren Burger.
8) The Burger Court did very little in the way of dismantling the precedents started by the Warren Court.

Nixon on the Home Front
1) Nixon presided over a significant expansion of the welfare program – increased appropriations for food stamps, Medicaid, AFDC.
2) Nixon’s expansion of Great Society programs lowered the poverty rate to 11%.

3) Nixon attacked racial discrimination with the Philadelphia Plan in 1969 – forced Unions to establish goals and timetables for hiring black apprentices.

4) Philadelphia Plan transformed “affirmative action” into a program that conferred privileges on certain groups.

5) In Griggs v. Duke Power the Supreme Court prohibited intelligence tests that had the effect of excluding minorities and women from jobs.

6) The actions of Nixon and the courts would have critics complain of reverse discrimination.

7) Nixon’s administration also saw major the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Occupational Health and Safety Administration which had been inspired by a growing concern for the environment which had been boosted by Rachel Carson’s Book on poisonous effects of pesticides – Silent Spring.
8) After 1972 Congress refused to pay for any new huge irrigation projects.

9) The poor economy (inflation) Nixon Took the US off the Gold Standard and devalued the dollar – ending the Bretton Woods agreement.
Watergate

1)
Nixon easily defeated Senator George McGovern in the election of 1972 using the Southern Strategy but soon faced scandal.

2)
In June of 1972 burglars broke into the Watergate Hotel in DC.

3)
These men were bugging the Democratic headquarters and were working for an organization known as CREEP.

4)
The Republicans were also shown to have improperly used the CIA, the FBI and the IRS against opponents.

5)
Nixon himself stood accused of obstruction of Justice, which could prove by tapes that Nixon, had been making of all White House conversations.

6)
The appointed special prosecutor subpoenaed the tapes and Nixon ordered that he be fired where upon the Attorney General and the Assistant Attorney General resigned because they refused.

7)
Nixon tried to use executive privilege to prevent the tapes from being used but the supreme curt ruled against him.

8)
The tapes revealed that Nixon had ordered cover-up and impeachment proceedings began whereupon Nixon resigned.

9)
Nixon’s elected vice-president Spiro Agnew had resigned earlier for taking bribes and Congress had Appointed Jerry Ford as VP who became the US’ first unelected President.

10)
Ford would pardon Nixon for all crimes committed while president because he want too end Nixon’s private agony, to heal the body politic and let the nation go about its business.

The Election of 1976

1)
The Democrats ran dark horse James Earl Carter from Georgia.

2)
The Republicans ran Gerald Ford but were handicapped by the memory of Nixon and Watergate.

3)
Carter wins a narrow victory.

4)
Carter was successful at first with focus on Tax cuts and energy policy.

5)
Carter soon alienated congress as he had run against the Washington establishment.

Humanitarian Policy

1)
Carter was concerned about Human Rights.

2)
Lashed out at the dictators in Cuba and Uganda.

3)
Cut foreign aid to repressive governments.

4)
The US however was inconsistent as it continued to support South Korea and the Philippines.

5)
Carter’s greatest foreign policy achievement was the Camp David accords where he helped negotiate an agreement between Egypt and Israel.

6)
Carter also resumed full diplomatic relations with China.

7)
Carter also proposed treaties where the US would turn over control of the Panama Canal to Panama.

8)
Carter’s achievements were overshadowed by worsening developments in the Cold War with the Soviet Union as arms control Negotiations stalled.

The Ailing Economy

1)
The US was facing “double-digit” inflation.

2)
OPEC was hiking oil prices (cutting production).

3)
The US was starting to experience a Trade Deficit.

4)
The Budget Deficit was nearly $60 billion.

5)
Interest rates for loans were sky high.

6)
Carter thought that part of the solution was to reduce America’s dependence on oil and called for an energy crusade.

7)
Carter’s proposals failed to capture the imagination of the American people forgetting the gas lines of 1973.

The Energy Crisis and the Iranian Revolution
1)
In 1979 the Shah of Iran fell and was replaced by Muslim Fundamentalists.

2)
Iran was in chaos and stopped exporting oil.

3)
OPEC raised prices (cut production).

4)
US rationed gas by allowing people to buy gas on specific days.  Gas lines soon reappeared.

5)
Carter called for a meeting at Camp David to solve the crisis but Carter returned with a scolding of the American people rather than offering solutions.

6)
Carter also fired his top advisors and was accused of being out of touch.

Foreign Affairs

1)
Carter was able to thaw the Cold War somewhat with the signing of the SALT II accords along with Soviet leader Brezhnev.

2)
But the Senate would not ratify the treaty as they saw the Soviets increasing their forces in Cuba.

3)
On November 4, 1979 anti-American militants stormed the American embassy in Iran and took 52 Americans hostage.

4)
This caused a stand off between the US and the new leader of Iran Ayatollah Khomeini.

5)
On December 27, 1979 the Soviet Union Invaded Afghanistan.

6)
The US reacted with an embargo on exports to the Soviet Union and a boycott of the 1980 Olympics.

7)
The Iranian Hostage Crisis became Carter’s undoing as a rescue attempt failed as he was campaigning for reelection.


