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The Stormy Sixties

 Kennedy’s “New Frontier” Spirit

· Kennedy promised to get the nation moving again.

· This is ironic because the decade turns out to be action packed.

· Kennedy appeared to be glamorous and full of vitality as the youngest president ever elected.

· surrounded himself with the “best and the brightest” 

· Kennedy challenged the youth to high expectations and tried to warm the cold war by proposing the Peace Corps which would bring American skills to undeveloped countries.

Kennedy Sworn in

The New Frontier at Home

· Kennedy faced problems with a fragile majority in both houses of congress where southern democrats often teamed up with republicans to defeat his programs.

· The economy was a major problem for Kennedy and he promised to revitalize the economy after the recessions of the Eisenhower years.

· Kennedy gained the respect of business with a general tax cut.

· To further stimulate the economy Kennedy also announced a multi-billion dollar project to put men on the moon.

Summit at Vienna

· Kennedy and Khrushchev meet in June 1961

· Soviets belligerent and threaten to cut off Berlin.

· Kennedy returns to US and requests additional money for defense and for the reserves to prepare to defend Berlin.

· Soviets backed down but begin construction on the Berlin Wall which was meant to plug the population drain from East to West Germany.

· The Berlin Wall would serve as a symbol of the cold war.

Construction of the Berlin Wall

Flexible Response

· Reaction to Massive Retaliation.

· Small “brush fire wars” such as the Laotian civil wars left the US with out the capability to respond.

· US Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara pushed for a strategy known as flexible response 

· Flexible Response

· develop an array of options.

· match response to level of crisis

· increase spending on conventional forces and special guerrilla fighting forces.


Vietnam, the Kennedy Years

· Flexible response helped the US step into the quagmire known as Vietnam.

· Diem’s government had cost the US millions as we sought to prop it up.

· local communists in the south led by the Viet Cong tried to topple Diem’s Government.

· Kennedy sent “advisers” to Vietnam to foster stability.

· Kennedy eventually grew tired of Diem’s ineffectiveness and organized a coup against him but still insisted that Vietnam was South Vietnams War.

· By the time of his death Kennedy had ordered 15,000 troops to Vietnam making a pullout increasingly difficult.

Vietnam and Southeast Asia, 1954–1975

Bay of Pigs

· Kennedy also kept the same intervention policies as his predecessors.

· Kennedy inherited and carried out Eisenhower’s plan to invade Cuba with anti-Communist exiles at the Bay of Pigs.

· Kennedy was against direct intervention and these under supplied soldiers were no match for Castro’s troops.

· The invasion was a failure but it pushed the Cubans further into the Soviet Camp.

· Khrushchev took advantage of Cuba’s location to put pressure on the United States.

Cuban Missile Crisis

· In October 1962 the US photographed the Soviets installing nuclear tipped missiles in Cuba resulting in the Cuban Missile Crisis.

· Kennedy decided to challenge the Soviets by quarantining Cuba and demanded the removal of  the missiles. 

· The Soviets responded that the missiles were already operational and would be launched if Cuba were attacked.

· In a face saving agreement the US agreed to end 
the quarantine and not to invade and the Soviets agreed to pull the missiles out.

Soviet Missile Bases in Cuba

Cuban Missile Crisis

· The US also pulled some of its missiles from Turkey to further ease Soviet fears.

· The Cuban Missile Crisis caused the fall of Khrushchev and an enormous build up of soviet military hardware.

· the US would be constantly trying to “catch up with the Russians” 

· the tension of this crisis also resulted in a test ban treaty and the installation of a hot line between the US and the Soviet Union thus beginning detente.

 The Struggle for Civil Rights

· Kennedy did little at first in the way of civil rights because of his need for support from southern legislators for his medical and education reforms.

· The Civil Rights Movement moved on however as sit-ins spread through out the South.

Freedom Rides

· Freedom Riders tried to end segregation on interstate busses but this caused riots and violence toward blacks in Alabama.

· Kennedy soon dispatched Federal Marshals to Protect the Freedom Riders since local law enforcement was failing to do so.

· But Robert Kennedy Was distrustful or MLK and had his phone tapped.

James Meredith and the University of Mississippi

· Kennedy was forced to help with the desegregation of Southern universities when an Air Force Veteran name James Meredith tried to enter the University of Mississippi.

· this was met with violent opposition but Kennedy sent four hundred federal marshals and 3000 troops to help him enroll.

· Meredith did graduate at the cost of 2 deaths and 4 million dollars.

· Just before his death Kennedy called the situation in the south a moral issue and committed himself to finding a solution.

James Meredith

Reminder

· Over spring break – 5 essay assignment

· Study for final – I will put answers for mc 20 – end and the practice test online

· Watch for the study guide – I may put that online as well.

· Rest up!

 The Killing of Kennedy

· On November 22, 1963 Kennedy was killed allegedly by Lee Harvey Oswald.

· the Warren Commission was not able to convince all Americans that there was not more to Kennedy’s death than a lone gunman.

· Lyndon Baines Johnson was sworn in as President and used Kennedy’s legacy to pass much of what would be known as the Great Society.

· Kennedy’s vigor, charisma, and idealism would be an inspiration to a generation of Americans including William Jefferson Clinton who would be elected President in 1992.

Kennedy in Dallas November 22, 1963

LBJ Sworn In

 LBJ as President

· Began Political Career as a Liberal but was easily defeated in election in Texas so became less outspoken and was able to win “landslide” vote for senate in 1948.

· A Wheeler Dealer who became Senate Majority Leader in 1948.

· After becoming president LBJ was able to use Kennedy’s memory to ram through legislation such as tax cuts and civil rights.

· Ran for president in 1964 with a program he dubbed the Great Society which was essentially a war on poverty.

Election of 1964

· Democrats - LBJ

· Republicans - Barry Goldwater

· Goldwater attracted the federal income tax, social security, the TVA, the Nuclear test ban and the Great Society.

· Goldwater—“In your heart you know he’s right”

· LBJ attacked Goldwater as too extreme and that he would “Barry us in the debris of WWIII.

Barry Goldwater

Election of 1964 & The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

· LBJ tried to look like he was Strong on Communism during the election by using an incident at the Gulf of Tonkin.

· The Tonkin incident involved a US ship that was allegedly fired on by the North Vietnamese.

· LBJ used this incident to secure the Tonkin Gulf Resolution which essentially gave the President a blank check for use of further force in Vietnam.

· LBJ meanwhile campaigned on the issue that he would seek no wider war in Vietnam.

· LBJ would trample Goldwater in the election 43 million to 27 million and win 486 to 52 Electoral votes.

Presidential Election of 1964

The Great Society 

· LBJ’s victory smashed the conservative coalition in congress.

· Congress would soon pass much social reform such as redevelopment for Appalachia, more aid for Schools and students (including those in parochial school).

· Congress also formed the National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities, created Medicare for seniors and Project Head Start for children.

· LBJ did not win the war on poverty but did win some noteworthy battles.

Poverty in the United States, 1960–1999
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey

Civil Rights and the Black Revolution

· The Civil Rights Act of 1964 gave the government more muscle to enforce desegregation.

· The 24th Amendment ended the poll tax in Federal elections.

· The Voting Rights Act of 1965 made it easier for African -Americans to vote.

· The laws came because of the tremendous effort of Civil Rights workers, the efforts of MLK and the willingness of LBJ to push for legislation.

· In Alabama the complexion of elections changed drastically where before the laws Alabama Blacks made up ½ of the population but were only 1% of the vote to a place where white southerners started to court the black vote.
Black Rage

·  Passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965 marked the end of the peaceful stage of the civil rights movement.

· a riot broke out in Watts near Los Angeles in summer of 1965.

· Violent voices began to divide the Civil Rights Movement as Malcolm X called for black separation.

· MLK came under fire from Stokely Carmicheal of SNCC who urged blacks to give up peaceful Demonstrations and pursue “Black Power.”

· Fear Emerged in white communities as African American runners in the 1968 Olympics raised their arms in symbolism of black power.

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X

Black Rage

· The Civil right movement also divided North and South as black power movement in North focused more on economics issues as unemployment was twice that for blacks than for whites.

· Moderate voices of the Civil Rights movement were silenced as a newly moderate Malcolm X was gunned down in 1965 and MLK was killed in 1968.

· The response to the death of MLK was an eruption of riots across America.

· The victory in the civil rights movement came from an increase in the number of blacks voting and their increase membership in the middle class.

· eventually black voters swayed elections and ½ of their children were in desegregated classrooms.

Vietnam, the Johnson Years

· In 1965 the Viet Cong attacked Pleiku Airbase in South Vietnam.

· The President ordered retaliation with troops and full scale bombing attacks.

· Air Attacks were known as operation “Rolling Thunder.”

· by the end of 1965 184,000 troops were in Vietnam.

· the American People felt betrayed - they had voted for Johnson but got Goldwater.

American B52

Vietnam, the Johnson Years

· Bombings only strengthen the will of the communists.

· Many wanted the US out but others thought that a pull out would be seen as a sign of weakness and the communist would soon be cruising down Waikiki Beach.

· Vietnam was also hurting the US’s trade partners because of war driven inflation.

· resistance to Vietnam began in 1965 with sit-ins and soon spread to open draft resistance and the burning of draft cards.

· In Congress, the foreign relations committee led by Senator Fulbright openly criticized the war.

The Tet Offensive

· The low point of the war was in 1968 during the Vietnamese New Year or Tet.

· The US was fighting a traditional battle with ARMY OF NORTH VIETNAM.

· The Viet Cong suddenly and simultaneously mounted attacks in key cities.

· This was a military defeat for the Viet Cong but a political victory.

· Opposition grew in the US including a democratic candidate for president - Eugene McCarthy.

Johnson Drops Out

· In 1968 Johnson announced that he would not run.

· It would later be revealed that Nixon had urged the South Vietnamese to slow down negotiations until after the 1968 elections.

The Student Movement and the New Left

· In 1962 at the Newly formed Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) Tom Hayden helps pass the Port Huron Statement.

· The Port Huron Statement called for student participation in University Decisions and called for other major changes to be made in the US including that individuals share in the decisions determining the quality and direction of their lives.

· SDS’ ideas helped lead to the Free Speech movement at Berkeley in 1964 and the creation of the New Left.

· As the Vietnam War progressed SDS members were among the leaders in demonstrations against the war.

· The soundtrack for these protests was Bob Dylan and Joan Baez.

Tom Hayden and Bob Dylan

Counter Culture

· Emerging along with the New Left during the 60s was a Counter Culture Movement which also awed its birth to Rock and Roll and the Beat Movement of Jack Kerouac (On the Road)

· The Dress code of the “Hippies” and the “Flower Children” was long hair, Jeans and beads.

· The Music included the Rolling Stones, Jim Morrison and Janis Joplin.

· Drug experimentation was common in Counterculture including the use of LSD.

· The movements’ excesses and the poor economic conditions led the end of the counter culture movement during the 1970s.

The Election of 1968

· 1968 was one of the most violent and troubled years in American History.

· Robert F. Kennedy stepped in for the Democrats only to be assassinated in LA after winning the CA primary.

· The 1968 race became a three way one between VP Hubert Humphrey, Southern Conservative George Wallace and Republican Richard Nixon.

· Though Humphrey’s nomination was secure antiwar protesters outside the Chicago Democratic Convention led Mayor Richard Daley to send out the police in mass.

NIXON & HUMPHREY & WALLACE

The Election of 1968

· Violence erupted around the convention and Humphrey was associated with it.

· Wallace (American Independent Party) benefited from a white backlash to the civil rights movement and civil disorder.

· Wallace also ran against the Washington establishment.

· Richard Nixon returned as the Republican nominee and ran on “law and order” and “Peace with honor”

· Nixon defeated Humphrey in a close popular vote (old New Deal coalition came out for Humphrey) but Nixon and Wallace together polled nearly 57% demonstrating a shift against New Deal Liberalism and toward conservatism.

Presidential Election of 1968
 (with electoral vote by state)

