
The Eisenhower Years

A. The Election of 1952
· The Democrats - - Adlai Stevenson
1)
Gov. of Illinois
2)
Democrats were hurt by Truman’s clash with McArthur and War bred inflation in the white house.
· The Republicans - - Dwight D. Eisenhower
1)
Isolationists wanted Senator Robert Taft
2)
The party endorsed Eisenhower instead while giving anti-Communist Taft supporters Nixon as the VP choice.
3)
Nixon was a well established red-hunter
4)
There was a movement remove to Nixon when it was rumored that he had a slush fund as senator.
5)
Nixon showed the power of TV and kept himself on the ticket by delivering his famous “checkers” speech.
· TV revealed it to be a threat to political parties’ politics turned increasingly toward the standards of show business and commercialism.
· Eisenhower made a last minute pledge to personally go to Korea and end the Korean War and handily won the election 442 to 89 electoral votes.
B. Eisenhower as President
· Greatest asset was his enjoyment of the affection and respect of the citizenry.
· critics believe that he wasted his popularity by not using it to foster good causes and that he seemed to care more for social harmony than for social justice.
C. Tail gunner Joe McCarthy the communist crusader
· 1950 McCarthy declared that the state department was employing 205 communists.
· a demagogue who used the media to make unsubstantiated charges that he would never prove (even accused Marshall)
· had the approval of the majority of the American people.
· Eisenhower refused to take him on and even gave him control over the personnel policy of the state department.
· State department was thus made ineffective and deprived of Asian experts that might have given wiser advice about Vietnam.
· As Korean War ended the fear of communists ebbed and McCarthy met his match hen he took on the US army who fought back in 35 days of televised hearings.
· The senate would formally condemn his actions.
D. Desegregating the South
· In 1950 there were 15 million black Americans most of which still lived in the south.
· Blacks were still forced to live by Jim Crow laws where they would have to use segregated facilities from school rooms to rest rooms.

· only 20% of eligible blacks were registered to vote and the deep south this number was as low as 5%.
· there were some breaks such as the Brooklyn Dodgers allowing Jackie Robinson to play in the Big leagues but over all conditions were poor.
· After WWII blacks refused to suffer in silence as it had generated a new sense of militancy and restlessness in the black community.
· in 1955 a bus boycott was started in Montgomery Alabama after Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a white’s only section on a bus.
· The bus boycott catapulted Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. to prominence as the leader of a nonviolent movement to end segregation.
E. Seeds of the Civil Rights Movement
· chilled by the lynching of black war veterans in 1946 Truman commission a report “To Secure These Rights”

· following the reports recommendations and ended segregation in the civil service and the military.
· though criticized the desegregation of the military proved to be a success.
· •
Earl Warren who was placed on the Supreme Court in exchange for his support in the election turned out to be a social activist on the Bench.
· Warren managed a unanimous decision in the Case Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka Kansas where it was declared that separate was inherently unequal and was unconstitutional.
· thus Plessey v. Ferguson was overturned.
· ten years after the ruling fewer than 2% of the classrooms of the deep south were desegregated.
F. Crisis at Little Rock
· Eisenhower was little inclined toward promoting integration.
· Ike thought Brown had gone against two generations of customs and convictions of Americans.
· In 1957 however Ike had to act as the Governor of Arkansas had mobilized the national guard of that state to prevent nine black children from going to school.
· Eisenhower sends paratroopers to escort these children to their classes.
· Congress passed The Civil Rights Act of 1957 which created the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to study government policies dealing with equal protection. (weak Bill passed to keep republicans from winning the African American constituency)
· meanwhile blacks continued to struggle for their rights as ML King formed Southern Christian Leadership Conference and spontaneous sit ins spawned the organization SNCC (Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee)
G. Eisenhower Republicanism at Home
· Ike’s two biggest missions were to balance the federal budget and to guard the republic from “creeping socialism”

· one of the biggest problems once again was low farm prices which caused the Agriculture. secretary to buy up excess grain to drive up the prices and spent more money than any other previous sec.
· Eisenhower also sought to reverse the “Indian New deal” and push tribes back to the conditions imposed by the Dawes Act.
· Eisenhower did some huge expenditures buy increasing social security benefits and boosting the minimum wage.
· Ike also pass a huge public highway project that made the New Deal look tiny.
· Eisenhower only manages to balance the budget three times during his presidency.
H. New Look foreign Policy
· Eisenhower wanted to cut military spending and gave the Military a new look by slashing the budgets of the Army and Navy and Spending More on Nuclear Bombs and Bombers.
· Ike’s Sec of State belittled the “containment” policy and promised to roll back communism but as the Hungarians rose up against their Soviet masters the US stood idly by as we were not able to use massive retaliation or such a small conflict and the US is accused on welshing on its commitments.
I. Vietnam.... In the Beginning
· Future Vietnam Leader Ho Chi Mihn appealed to Woodrow Wilson in 1919 to support self determination in Asia.
· The Vietnamese had aided the United States in fighting the Japanese in the region.
· but the US supported the colonial claims of France rather than the Vietnamese after the War. (in exchange for French Support of the rearming of Germany)
· by 1954 the US was Financing 80% of the French War as the Vietnamese had turned to the Communist for support.
· In March 1954 the French were decisively defeated at Dienbienphu which led to a peace conference in Paris.
· At Paris it was agreed to split Vietnam at the 17th Parallel but there was to be Vietnam wide elections in two years
· instead the US tries to prop up an anti communist government in the south led by Ngo Dihn Diem and created SEATO to support him.
· Back in Europe the Cold War seemed to thaw a bit as the Soviets agreed to end their occupation of Austria.
J. Menaces in the Middle East
· The US continued to be afraid of Soviet Advances into the Middle East.

· As a popular but left leaning Mosedehg took power in Iran the US wished to place a good anti-Communist in charge.
· In 1953 the CIA engineered a Coup that installed Mohammed Reza Pahlevi as the Shah of Iran.
· The Suez Crisis
· President Nasser of Egypt wanted to build a Dam on the Nile irrigation and Power.
· the US offered to help out but Nasser was talking to the communists and the offer was withdrawn.
· Nasser decided to nationalize the Suez Canal owned chiefly by the British and The French and controlled the flow of oil into the Mediterranean Sea.
· The French, British and Israelis attacked Egypt but were condemned by both the US and the Soviets.
· the US used its oil as a weapon by cutting it off to B and F forcing them to back down. (last time we could do this as we soon became an importer of oil)
· In 1957 the Eisenhower Doctrine was Proclaimed offering military and economic aid to Middle East countries threatened by communist aggression.
· the US had to worry about Nationalism instead as these nations would start to control their own destiny by forming OPEC in 1960.
K. Round Two for Ike
· Ike was easily reelected in 1956 he failed to carry either party of congress on his coattails.
· Ike had often been accused of being hands off president and had left allot of the governing to his tops aids Dulles and Adams.
· These aides were not around in Ike’s second term and he was forced to take more of a leadership role.
L. The Space Race..... the Beginning
· in 1957 the Soviets launched Sputnik I and II into orbit out doing the Americans.
· Eisenhower quipped that this should not worry Americans one iota but it was believed that the Soviets had now outdone us in rocketry and might even be able to launch a missile at the United States.
· This was the creation of the “missile Gap” where the American people would be told of superior Soviet capabilities where they often did not exist (the world according to gap)
· Sputnik did spur on spending for education that was now being belittled in America with the passing of the National Defense and Education Act.
· The Democratic Congress seized the initiative on Space by creating the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
M. The Paris “Summit”

· the Cold War heated up over the issue of Berlin where continued western control of the west was a bone in the throat of the Russians.
· the leaders were to meet in Paris to discus the issue but a U2 spy plane was shot down in Russia to which the Eisenhower finally owned up.
· this combined with intransigence over the issue of Berlin caused the conference to fail.
N. The Cold War in Latin America
· Latin American was upset with America spending billions on Europe after the war and only paltry millions on Latin America.
· Latin America was also upset with the US continued habit of intervening in their affairs and their support of bloody dictators who claimed to be combating Communists.
· the CIA had ousted a leftist government in Guatemala.
· The US continued to support the dictator Baptista in Cuba until he was removed by communist Castro.
· Castro cut off sugar to the United States and Nationalized American property.
· Cuba soon became a Satellite of the Soviet Union which pledged to protect Cuba from the US.
O. The Election of 1960
1)
The Democrats do not go with Stevenson again but instead go with Millionaire Massachusetts Senator Jack Kennedy.
2)
The Republicans go with VP Richard Nixon who was now famous for his defense of American Democracy in a “kitchen debate” with Khrushchev in Moscow.
3)
Kennedy was a Catholic but it did not seem to hurt him in the election.
4)
the scale might have been tipped for Kennedy when ought Nixon to a stand still in a televised debate.
5)
Nixon was sick and looked awful compared to the handsome Kennedy.
6)
Kennedy wins by only 118,574 popular votes out of 68 million cast.
7)
Kennedy becomes the youngest man to be elected president.
8)
Eisenhower would leave office with extraordinary popular popularity

P. Consumer Culture in the 50s
· as the fifties end the US had witnessed a huge expansion of the middle class and a blossoming of a consumer culture.
· Innovations of Easy credit, fast food and new entertainment had changed the American life style.
· much of change could be attributed to the TV

