
Truman and the Cold War
A. Post War Economic Anxieties
· Americans cheered the Atomic end to WWII.
· Americans were happy that the war had ended the decade long Great Depression.
· People were afraid that the depression might return.
· The economy initially faltered in the first years after the war as prices increased by 33% and 4.6 million laborers went on strike.
B. Taft Hartley Act - 1947
· In reaction to the Labor strife the Republican controlled congress passed the Taft-Hartley Act over the veto of Truman.
· labor leaders called this the “slave-labor law”

· It outlawed the closed or all union shop and required union Leaders to take a non-communist oath.
C. The Employment Act - 1946
· Sold war factories and other government installations to private business to forestall the economic downturn.
· Created the Council of Economic Advisors to provide the president with economic data.
D. The Service Men’s Readjustment Act (the GI Bill) 1944
· provided for the sending of servicemen to school
· Also provided for the VA to loan money to vets to buy homes.
· this bill helped economic expansion
E. Post War Prosperity
· GNP (now GDP) began to climb in 1948 and finally exploded in 1950 creating a boom that lasted for nearly 2 decades.
· national income nearly doubled in the 50 and again in the 60’s
· The craving of consumer goods also increased as people now wanted two cars for every garage.
· The “middle class” now included about 60% of the American people with vast majority of Americans owning their own washing machine and nearly 90% owning a television set by 1960.
· Women were great beneficiaries of the prosperity as urban shops and offices provided a bonanza of employment for female workers.
· At the end of WWII women were ¼ of the work force and nearly ½ five decades later.
· The clash between the demands of suburban housewifery and the realities of employment sparked the feminist revolt of the 1960s.
· The cause of this great economic boom lay in the fact that America had not been ravaged by the fighting in the war and that American factories had been build and retooled during it.
· Underpinning the economic expansion of the period was colossal military budgets regarded by many as a permanent war economy.
· The economic boom was also fed by the cheap energy provided by oil. 
· Finally the boom was helped by the fact that America had rising educational level of its work force with 90% of school aged children enrolled in schools.
F. The Sunbelt
· America experienced an astonishing migration during the Post War Period.
· In the three decades after the war 30 million people changed residences every year.
· Because people were so far from their families many people turned to the advice of Dr. Benjamin Spock for child rearing.
· The largest growth in population was felt in the sun belt of the south moving west all the way to California.
· California saw 1/5 of all the nations’ population growth in the 50s.
· A large part of this growth can be traced to federal spending on such things as electronic and aerospace.
G. The Suburbs
· The Federal Housing Authority and Veterans Administration made it affordable or people to buy new homes.
· Government build highways made it easy for people to live outside the city and commute to work.
· By 1960 one in every four Americans was living in the suburbs.
· “Levitt towns were being built every where as housing could be built more cheaply.
· One effect this migration was white flight to the suburbs as more and more African Americans were moving to the inner cities and cities became increasingly poor.
H. The Baby Boom
· After the war there were a record number of marriages followed by a huge surge in the birthrate with 50 million babies being added to the population by the end of the fifties.
· The crest of the baby boom was 1957.
· this huge group of children would have a great effect on American society as they needed formula in the 50s, clothing in the 60s, needed looser clothing in the 70s, jobs in the 80s and will place enormous strains on social security at the turn of the century.
I. Harry S Truman
· An accidental president who took office after the death of Roosevelt in 1945.
· Considered an average man who did not have a college education.
· Had a down home authenticity, few pretensions and moxie.
· did make errors (to err is Truman) but did not dodge responsibility (the buck stops here)
J. The Big Three at Yalta
· This was a meeting between Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin that would help determine the shape of the post war world.
· It is believed to be one of the causes of the Cold War.
· Agreements Made at Yalta:
1)
Plans were made for the final smashing of the Germans.
2)
Plans were made for a post war conference in San Francisco to create a new international peacekeeping organization.
3)
The Soviets were convinced to attack Japan three months after the collapse Germany to lighten American losses.
· the Soviets did enter the war against Japan at the last minute and received a share in the pacific war spoils
· many people thought that Roosevelt had be sick at Yalta and had given into too many of Stalin’s demands but Roosevelt felt that Russia would be needed in the fight against Japan.
K. The United States and the Soviet Union
· There was little hope that the US and the USSR would meet understandings on how the post war world would look.
· The USSR was insulted by the fact that it took 16 years for the US to recognize their government.
· The Soviets also thought that the US was tardy in opening up a second front.
· Russia had also been left out of the creation of the A-bomb.

· The Soviets were looking for security in the Post War period as they had been invaded by Germany twice in the 20th century.
· Russia thought that their only protection would be an extensive sphere of influence that would include nations surrounding to serve as satellites.
· They went against Roosevelt’s dream to have a post war world that was decolonized, demilitarized and democratized.

· As the war ended the US and the USSR found that they had provoked themselves into a stand off of suspicion and rivalry that would last four and half decades.
L. Shaping the Postwar World
· the US did manage to erect some of Roosevelt’s vision 
1)
In New Hampshire (Bretton Woods) in 1944 the allies established the International Monetary Fund to regulate world currency and the World Bank to promote growth in war ravage or underdeveloped areas.
2)
13 days after the death of Roosevelt in 1945 representatives from fifty nations chartered the United Nations in San Francisco.
a)
The UN featured a security council dominated by the Big Five powers of England, US, USSR, France and China each with a veto.
b)
There was also a general assembly
c)
Unlike the League the senate voted overwhelmingly in favor of the UN.
· The UN had some early success in keeping the peace in Iran and Kashmir, guiding former colonies to independence and forming the Jewish State of Israel.
· The big failure of the UN was that it did not gain control over atomic technology as proposed in the Baruch plan.
· This combined with the mistrust between the US and the USSR cast a pall over the human race for the next 45 years.
M. The Problem of Germany
· It was agreed at the Potsdam Conference (1945) that NAZISM had to be cut out of the German body politic, which involved punishing former NAZI leaders with war crimes.

· America wanted to revitalize Germany to help Europe recover and Russia wanted to extract war reparations.
· Germany and Austria were divided up into occupation zones split between The US, Russia, France and Great Britain.
· The Western Allies portion became a separate West Germany after War and the Soviets portion became East Germany.
· Poland and Hungary became nominally independent satellite nations of the Soviet Union.
· Churchill proclaimed that an Iron Curtain had descended on Europe that would divide it for more than four decades.
· Berlin was in the Eastern Zone but was also divided among the powers.
· In 1948 the Soviets blocked access to Berlin by rail and highway which prompted Truman to organize a gigantic airlift which ferried tons of supplies each day to the Berliners.
· This demonstrated that the Cold War was now on and coincided with the formal creation of both East and West Germany.
N. Containment 1946
· In 1946 Stalin continued to probe the west’s resolve by aiding in a rebel movement and trying to gain oil concessions in Iran.
· A furious Truman responded with the “containment doctrine” which had been crafted by Diplomat/Soviet Specialist George F. Kennan.
· Kennan claimed that Tsarist/communist was relentlessly expansionist but cautious and that the way to stem soviet power was through containment.
O. The Truman Doctrine 1946
· Truman announced this new get tough with Russia policy regarding Greece and Turkey.
· The Truman Doctrine asked for money to bolster Greece and Turkey and declared that “it must be the policy of the United States to support free people that are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressure.”

· Critics would claim that Truman was promising unlimited support to anyone who claimed that were resisting communism and that it polarized the world into pro-American or Pro-Soviet camps.
· Supporters of Truman believe that Truman’s fear of a return to isolationism led him to over exaggerate the Soviet threat.
P. The Marshall Plan 1947
· There still was a threat of hunger and economic chaos in Europe after the war.
· George C. Marshall, Secretary of State, announced a plan that would invite all European nations to join together and work out their problems and if they did the US would provide generous financial assistance.
· Europeans rose to support the Marshall plan but the Soviet walked out with its allies making the Marshall plan a western plan.
· The plan was to spend 12.5 billion on 16 cooperating nations which seemed high to congress but they gave in as Czechoslovakia fell to a communist coup.
· The Marshall plan was a success and helped in the creation of the European Economic Community.
Q. The Creation of Israel 1948
· Oil was needed for the success of the Marshall plan in Europe but the oil was controlled by Arabs who opposed the creation of a Jewish State.
· But Truman defied Arabs, the State and Defense departments European allies and recognized the State of Israel in 1948.
· Truman did this because of Humanitarian sympathies for Holocaust survivors, preemption of soviet influence and to retain the support of Jewish American voters.
· This policy would complicate US relations with the Arab world in the coming decades.

R. The National Security Act
· Passes in 1947 established the Department of Defense with the Secretaries of the Navy, Army and Air Force.
· Created the Joint Chiefs of Staff which unified the command of the military.
· Created the National Security Council to advise the president on security matters and the CIA to coordinate the government’s foreign fact finding.
S. The North Atlantic Pact and NATO
· To counteract the perceived soviet threat a peace time alliance was created.
· In 1949 12 nations signed the North Atlantic Pact which stated that an attack on one was an attack on all.
· This was a moral commitment  from the US to aid any and all signatories in case of a soviet attack.
· This pact leads to the creation of NATO which would later include 15 members including West Germany.

T. Reconstruction and Revolution in Asia
Japan after the War
· Reconstruction in Japan was simpler in Japan than in Germany because it was a one man show headed by General Douglas MacArthur.
· the Japanese were also tried for war crimes
· The Japanese cooperated with occupation seeing that the sooner they adopted democracy the sooner occupation would end.
· The Japanese adopted a constitution in 1946 and renounced militarism and imperialism and with in a few decades they were one of the world’s leading industrial powers.
China
· During the war the Chinese were engaged in a civil war between nationalists and communists.
· The US supported the Nationalists and Jiang Jieshi (Chang) against the communists and Mao Zedong.
· Jiang lost the confidence of his people due to corruption and Jiang was forced to flee to Taiwan.
· Truman and his Secretary of State Dean Acheson would be blamed for losing China.
· To make matters worse for Truman as in September 1949 the Soviets exploded an Atomic Bomb.
· This started the Arms race as the US exploded the first H bomb in 1952 only to be followed by the soviets in 1953.
U. Ferreting Out Alleged Communists (Second Red Scare)
· The most active of fronts during the cold war was at home.
· In 1947 Truman launched a massive loyalty program.
· The attorney general drew up a list of ninety supposedly disloyal organizations.
· a loyalty board review investigated more than 3 million federal employees.
· in 1938 the House had established the Un-American Activities Committee to look into NAZI activity and in 1948 this organization started to look for communist.(blacklists)
· The famous case involved Congressman Richard Nixon’s chase of Alger Hiss who was accused of passing secrets to communist Whittaker Chambers.
· In 1950 the anti-Communist mood allowed for the rise of the Jr. Senator from Wisconsin Joe McCarthy.
· McCarthy made many unsubstantiated charges of communist at all levels of government.
· People including Truman began to see the red hunt to be a Witch Hunt and Truman Vetoed the McCarran Internal Security Bill which would have allowed the president to arrest and detain suspicious persons during an internal security emergency and made it unlawful advocate or support the creation of a totalitarian government.
· The bill was enacted over the president’s veto.
· the success of the Soviet Atomic program was blamed on the cleverness of their spies such as Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were the only people in American history to be executed in peacetime for espionage.
V. The Election of 1948
· The Republicans nominated NY Governor Thomas Dewey 
· The Democrats nominated Truman without fanfare only after they failed in drafting Eisenhower. (I’m just mild about Truman)
· many southern democrats left the party in 48 because of Truman’s stand in favor of civil rights for blacks who now represented votes in the North.
· these “Dixiecrats” formed the States’ Rights Party and nominated Strom Thurman the Governor of South Carolina.
· further splitting the Democratic Party was former Vice President Henry A. Wallace who formed the new Progressive Party who appealed to old New Dealers, Liberals and pacifists.
· The Republicans appeared to have victory in hand and on election night the Chicago Tribune printed that Dewey had won.
· To the surprise of politicians, pollsters, prophets and Pundits Truman won and the democrats took back congress.
· With victory in hand Truman announced a bold new program, Point Four, which the US would lend money and technical aid to help underdeveloped lands to help themselves.
· Domestically Truman announced the “Fair Deal” calling for badly needed housing, a higher minimum wage, better farm prices and an extension of Social Security.
· Most of the Fair Deal fell from opposition from Republicans and Southern Democrats.
W. The Korean War (1950)
· The Soviet Union accepted the surrender of the Japanese North of the 38th parallel on the Korean Peninsula and the Americans took it south of it.
· both the US and the USSR professed that the country should be reunited but independent regimes were set up in both North and South Korea.
· In June 1950 spearheaded by Soviet Tanks the North Koreans invaded South Korea and pushed their forces back.
· Truman sprang into action quickly wanting to stand by his Containment Policy
· The Korean Invasion provided the US to expand its defense spending as recommended in NSC-68
· Truman took advantage Soviet Absence from the UN to get a unanimous condemnation of the North Korean Aggression.
· General Douglas McArthur was sent in to fight along side the South Koreans 
· officially the United States was involved in a police action with the UN but it made up the bulk of the forces.
· McArthur was able to drive back the North Koreans with an assault at Inchon.
· McArthur was able to drive the North Korean back to the Chinese border but as the Americans approached the Yalu River the Chinese warned them to stay back.
· McArthur continued on but was driven back by the Chinese.

· McArthur wanted to take action against the Chinese but was stopped by Truman after he continued to push he was fired by Truman.
· talks started in 1951 but the war continued for two more years.

