
 World War II

A.
After Pearl Harbor

1.
Germany and Italy quickly declare war on the United States.

B.
Allies Trade Space for Time

1.
Japan only wounded the US at Pearl Harbor.

2.
Japan had awoken a sleeping giant.

3.
The cry in the US was get Hirohito first but the US had agreed with Britain in the ABC agreement to get Hitler first.

4.
Only enough strength was sent to the pacific to prevent Japan from digging in too deeply.

5.
America’s problem in the early part of the war was time not expense as it had to retool itself for war production.

C.
The Shock of War

1.
WWII was different from WWI in that the loyalty of immigrants was not questioned.

2.
This was due to immigration being choked off for two decades before 1941 and now most immigrants were well settled.

3.
The exception was 110,000 Japanese -Americans living on the west coast who were placed in concentration camps for fear of sabotage. 

D.
Building the War Machine

1.
War helped the sagging economy from the depression.

2.
Military orders were $100 billion in 1942 alone.

E. The War Production Board

1. Orchestrated the production of 40 billion bullets, 300,000 aircraft, 76,000 ships, 86,000 tanks and 2.6 million machine guns.

2. Non essential items were not manufactured.

3. the government commissioned the production of synthetic rubber to replace the rubber that had been imported from the far east before the war

4. Farmers actually needed to increase their production for the war effort but were hampered by having fewer workers.

F.
The Office of Price Administration

1.
Full employment and lack of consumer goods caused sharp inflation which was brought under control by the office of price administration though the use of rationing.

G.
The War Labor Board

1.
Membership in unions increased from 10 to 13 million during the war.

2.
The war labor board put a ceiling on wages to hedge 
against inflation.

3.
Unions such as the United Mine Workers who had 
taken no strike pledges still walked off the job over 
wages.

4.
Congress passed the Smith-Connelly Anti-Strike Act which allowed the government to seize tied up 
industries.

H.
Man Power and Women Power

1.
During W.W.II 15 million men and 216,000 women enlisted in the armed forces.

2.
The Draft increased the demand for labor despite certain categories of workers being exempt.

3.
To keep Agriculture moving during the war the US made an agreement with Mexico allowing thousands of migrant workers to work in the south west.

4.
To keep Americas factories going women play a significant role as 6 million women joined the work force. 

5.
The increase in women workers created a need for day care and the government set up 3000 day care centers.

6.
After the war many women stayed in the work force but the majority of women returned home due to family concerns.

I.
Internal Migration in the United States

1.
Many of the 15 million men and women in uniform during World War II chose not to return home again after the war.

2.
War industries drew people to towns like Detroit, Seattle, Los Angeles and Baton Rouge.

3.
California’s population grew by 2 million.

4.
Thousands of blacks left the south to work in war plants in the north and the west.

5.
Philip Randolph threatened a march on Washington to demand equal opportunities for blacks in war jobs leading Roosevelt to forbid discrimination in defense industries.

6.
African Americans were drafted into the military but were still serving in segregated units.

7.
At home blacks were rallying behind the slogan “double v” which was victory over dictators abroad and against racism at home.

8.
Membership shot up in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Congress of Racial Equality.

9.
Black migration continued after the war as the mechanical cotton picker was introduced and the south was freed from its historic need for cheap labor.

J.
Native American Migration

1.
Native Americans also migrated to the cities from reservations during war time.

2.
Native Americans were also valuable in the war effort as code takers who sent messages in their own languages and were indecipherable to the Germans and the Japanese.

K.
The Rising Sun in the Pacific

1)
Japan was very successful in the early part of the war taking Guam, Wake Island and the Philippines.

2)
Japan soon took Hong Kong, Malaya, and the Dutch East Indies.

3)
As the Japanese completed their sweep of the Philippines, General Douglas McArthur was ordered out proclaiming “I shall return.”
4)
The Americans and the Filipinos withdrew to Bataan and fought off the Japanese until April 9, 1942.

5)
12,000 survivors were forced to march 85 miles in the Bataan death march with only 4000 surviving.

6)
By May 6, 1942 the Japanese controlled the Philippines.

L.
Japan’s High Tide at Midway

1)
Japanese march was stopped at the Battle of the Coral Sea.

2)
Battle of the Coral Sea was a naval battle that was fought completely in the air.

3)
Japan was also stopped from taking Midway Island.

4)
These two battles turned the tide of the war.

M.
American Leaping Toward Tokyo

1)
Japan had over extended its forces 

2)
America’s strategy was to leapfrog—Island Hop their way to the main Island.

3)
Islands that were skipped would be isolated from getting supplies.

4)
Guam important Victory because it put Japan in range of the B-29

5)
By 1944 the ratio of dead for Japanese to Americans was 10 to 1.

6)
The U.S gained air superiority and nearly wiped out the Japanese fleet.

7)
U.S. soldiers faced stiffer resistance the closer they got to Japan.

N.
Allied Halting of Hitler

1)
Germany was initially a problem for the U.S. because U-boat Wolf Packs were sinking hundreds of merchant ships.

2)
In response America continued to escort ships with convoys, used depth charges, used radar and bombed sub bases.

3)
By 1943 the Allies had gained the upper hand.

P.
The Soviet War

1)
On the Eastern front the Russians had halted the Germans at Stalingrad.

2)
The Russians were able to launch a counter offensive that the Germans would never reverse.

3)
Soviets pleaded for a 2nd front to be opened lower the number of deaths.

4)
The Soviets would in the mean time lose millions of people.

5)
The U.S. did not want the Russians to sign a separate peace with Germany but were not prepared to attack through France.

6)
U.S. suggests an attack up from the Mediterranean at the “soft underbelly of Europe.”
Q.
The Second Front

1)
A compromise second front was introduced in North Africa.

2)
The attack was led by Dwight D. Eisenhower.

3)
Americans were initially stopped at Kasserine Pass.

4)
Germans were forced to surrender at Tunisia in 1943.

5)
Africa campaign helped prepare U.S. for Europe invasion.

R.
The Morocco Conference January 1943

1.
Roosevelt met with Churchill

2.
Agreed to step up the Pacific war and invade Sicily.

3.
Wanted to put additional pressure on Italy

4.
Agree to accept only “unconditional surrender”

5.
Wanted to encourage the Soviets of the resolve of America and Britain.

6.
Many thought “unconditional surrender” would discourage anti-war groups among the Axis.

7.
Sicily fell in 1943 leading to the surrender of Italy.

8.
Germany declared war on Italy in 1943.

9.
After assault on Anzio, Rome was taken in June of 1944 but the Germans continued to fight in Italy until the end of the war.

S.
D-Day June 6, 1944
1.
Soviets still wanted a second front.

2.
At the Tehran Conference, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin agreed on a prospective allied assault from the west.

3.
Eisenhower was chosen to lead the assault.

4.
The Actual place of landing was kept a secret and attack was delayed by a storm.

5.
Normandy was less defended and the allies were able to break through the German lines.

6.
Aachen falls to Allies in October 1944.

T.
FDR:  The Fourth-Termite of 1944

1.
In the Election of 1944 many wanted to suspend elections for the duration.

2.
Republicans however wanted to unseat Roosevelt with popular NY governor Thomas Dewey.

3.
FDR ran as the indispensable man but there was a race for VP due to FDRs age.

4.
Henry Wallace was dumped for being too unpredictable.

5.
Nomination goes to Harry S Truman as a compromise.

U.
Roosevelt Defeats Dewey

1.
Dewey concentrated on crime issue and the health and age of Roosevelt.

2.
Dewey did not offer much difference on how he would fight the war.

3.
Newspapers endorsed Dewey but Roosevelt won a sweeping victory due to the war going well.

V.
The Last Days Hitler 

1.
December 1944 Germany was on its last legs as the Soviets had penetrated eastern Germany.

2.
The Germans threw every thing they had at the Americans in the Battle of the Bulge.

Brigadier General McAuliffe was able to hold off the Germans until re-enforcements arrived.

4.
By March the Germans were backed up to the Rhine and soon pushed forward to the Elbe.

5.
The Americans were horrified to find still stinking death camps.

6.
Though the Americans had been informed of the genocide the reality was shocking.

7.
Hitler committed suicide on April 30, 1945.

8.
FDR meanwhile had died of a cerebral Hemorrhage on April 12th.

9.
Truman would take over and Germany would surrender on May 7, 1945.

10.
V-E Day was proclaimed on May 8th.

W.
Japan Dies Hard

1.
American Subs managed to destroy most of Japan’s merchant fleet sinking 1,042 ships.

2.
US fire bombs Tokyo destroying 250,000 buildings and killing ~83,000 people.
3.
MacArthur returns to the Philippines.

4.
By winning the battle of Leyte Gulf (sinking Japanese 60 ships) – Japan through as a naval power.

5.
Battle of Okinawa (April 1945) cost US 50,000 casualties.

6.
Sea battle of Okinawa saw use of Kamikazes (USS Springfield shoots down 3!) sinking 30 ships.

X.
Atomic Bombs

1.
US planned an invasion of Japan that was estimated to cost hundreds of thousands of lives to win war.

2.
Japan had sent peace feelers to the Soviet Union but made official move toward unconditional surrender to the US.
3.
US, Britain, and USSR met at Potsdam Conference and informed Japan to surrender or be destroyed.

4.
US now possessed the Atomic Bomb.

5.
US Bombed Hiroshima August 6, 1945.

6.
180000 killed wounded or missing

7.
USSR enters war against Japan 8/8/45

8.
with no surrender US bombed Nagasaki August 9, 1945

9.
Japan surrenders w/ sole condition that Hirohito remain emperor 8/10/45

10.
Official surrender (VJ day) 9/2/45
- 


