
XXXVIII.  
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War 1933-1941.

A.
The London Conference

1.
36 nations met in the summer of 1933 to coordinate a global attack on the depression.
2.
Roosevelt had agreed to go to the conference but soon had reservations on its agenda which included an agreement to maintain the value of the dollar in terms of other world currencies.

3.
Roosevelt wanted to pursue his own policies for curing the depression at home and did not want to risk sacrificing the domestic recovery or the sake of international cooperation.

4.
This announcement pulled the rug out from under the London Conference which now failed to achieve an agreement.

5.
This failure strengthened a new trend toward extreme nationalism and made international cooperation more difficult.
B.
Freedom for the Philippines

1.
Great depression ended McKinley’s dream in the Far East.

2.
Americans were eager to get rid of the liability in the Philippines.

3.
Congress passed the Tydings-McDuffie Act in 1934 which was to give the Philippines independence in 1946.

4.
The Isolationists rejoiced.

C.
Recognition of Soviet Union

1.
Roosevelt made one internationalist gesture in 1933 when he recognized the Soviet Union.

2.
Roosevelt was going against the wishes of anti-Communist conservatives.

3.
Roosevelt was motivated by the hope of trade with the Soviet Union and the hope Soviet Union would serve as a counter weight to threat Germany in Europe.

D.
The Good Neighbor Policy

1.
Roosevelt saw the failure of intervention in Latin America.

2.
Announced in his first inaugural address that he wanted the United States to be a good neighbor.

3.
Roosevelt saw that dictators were seizing power in Europe and wanted to line up Latin American Countries to help defend the Western Hemisphere.

4.
Renouncing the other Roosevelt’s Corollary troops were removed from Haiti in 1934 and Cuba was release from the constraints of the Platt Amendment.
E.
Reciprocal Trade Agreements

1.
Roosevelt believed that trade was a two-way street and believed that tariffs should be low.

2.
Along with Secretary of State Cordell Hull, Roosevelt, helped pass The Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act of 1934.

3.
Lower tariffs increased trade and helped improve relations with Latin America even more.

4.
This policy reversed the high protective tariff policy that had existed since the Civil War.

F.
Isolationism Enthroned

1.
Post 1918 Europe was chaos

2.
Totalitarianism was spreading, the individual was nothing and state was everything.

3.
Stalin had emerged in the USSR, Mussolini and emerged in Italy and Hitler had appeared in Germany.

4.
Aggression by the dictators was inaugurated by Mussolini and his attack on Ethiopia which may have been prevented by an oil embargo by members of the League of Nations.

5.
Isolationism continued in the United States as Americans disapproved of the actions of the dictators but felt they were immune to these problems.

6.
Congress Passed the Debt Default Act that would prevent nations from borrowing further from the US if attacked by aggressors.

7.
There was also strong nationwide support for an Amendment to the Constitution that would forbid declaration of war by congress except in case of invasion unless there was a national referendum.

G.
Congress Legislates Neutrality

1.
Continued fear of war created distrust of munitions manufacturers and caused popular pressure for congress to legislate the nation out of the war.

2.
The Neutrality Acts proclaimed that certain restrictions went into effect when the president proclaimed a foreign war.

3.
No American could legally sail on a belligerent ship, or sell or transport munitions to a belligerent, or make loans to a belligerent

4.
This head in the sand policy marked the abandonment of the traditional policy of freedom of the seas.

5.
This policy would have been effective for keeping the US out of World War I.

6.
This policy made no distinction between aggressors and victims and by trying to balance the scales the US actually helped the dictators.

H.
Spanish Civil War 1936-1939

1.
The dress rehearsal for World War II

2.
As the US maintained neutrality General Franco overthrew the left leaning regime in Spain.

3.
Franco was aided by Mussolini and Hitler.

4.
The Loyalists were aided by the USSR.

5.
As originally written the neutrality act should have allowed Spain’s regime to trade with the US.

6.
But FDR had the legislation amended to apply to both loyalist and rebel.

7.
The US and other democracies were so determined to stay out of the war Spain was doomed to fall to fascism.

I.
Appeasing Japan and Germany

1.
in 1937 Japan launched an all out invasion in China but Roosevelt refused to invoke the neutrality acts and cut off munitions to China.
2.
In Autumn of 1937 Roosevelt gave his famous Quarantine Speech saying that aggressor nations must be quarantined through economic means.

3.
Roosevelt’s speech triggered a wave of protests because of the belief that this sort of action would lead to a shooting war.
4.
Japan meanwhile sank an American destroyer (Panay) but this did not trigger war because they were quick to apologize.

5.
Hitler meanwhile was busy flouting the Treaty of Versailles.

a.
in 1935 he introduced compulsory military service

b.
in 1936 he marched into the demilitarized Rhineland.

c.
in 1938 he occupied Austria

d.
in 1938 Hitler demanded the German inhabited Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia.

e.
a conference was held in Munich in September 1938 where the badly prepared democracies consented to Germany taking the Sudetenland.

f.
British PM Neville Chamberlain would return to Britain proclaiming “peace in our time”
g.
in March 1939 Hitler took the rest of Czechoslovakia

J.
The Hitler Stalin Pact

1.
as Britain and France were trying to negotiate a mutual defense pact with the USSR the Russians turned around and signed a non-aggression pact with Germany.

2.
This freed Germany to invade Poland with out fear of a war with Russia.

3.
Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939 and Britain and France which had agreed to defend Poland declared war on Germany.

4.
Meanwhile as pre-agreed to the Russians invaded Eastern Poland.

5.
The United States reaction was to create a new law that would help France and Britain to buy American goods for cash as long as they transported these goods on their own ships.

6.
The Neutrality Act of 1939 provided goods on a “cash and carry” basis.

7.
This law was very “un-neutral” and was clearly meant to favor the democracies the greatest effect of this new policy was that the upswing in demand or war goods helped end the recession of 1937 and 38 and ended the decade long unemployment crisis.

K.
The Fall of France

1.
After the collapse of Poland Germany prepared for an attack on France. 

2.
These inactive months are known as the “phony war.”
3.
The USSR filled this time by attacking Finland which prompted the isolationist congress grant the Finns $30 million for nonmilitary supplies.

4.
Ending the phony war Hitler over ran Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, and Belgium and went around the Maginot line and forced France to surrender.

5.
The British made a speedy evacuation at Dunkirk leaving behind many supplies.

6.
The US started preparing for war by passing a peace time draft for the first time in their History.

7.
At the Havana Conference the US and 20 new world neighbors agreed to uphold the Monroe doctrine and tell the Germans and the Italians to stay out of the new world colonies of their conquered territory.

L.
British Destroyer Deal (1940)

1.
Britain was now alone fighting Hitler and was involved in an air war with the Germans.

2.
There was plenty of pro-British propaganda during this battle of Britain.

3.
Britain needed destroyers to fight against German U-boats that were threatening shipping.
4.
Roosevelt simply traded fifty old destroyers for eight defensive bases stretching from New Foundland to South America.
5.
Drew praise from those who were pro British and cries from isolationists.

M.
Election of 1940

1.
Front runners for the Republicans were Thomas Dewey and Robert Taft

2.
Wendell Wilkie a political novice came from no where to take the nomination.

3.
Wilkie was a former Democrat who had a strong magnetic personality.

4.
Wilkie would not oppose the New Deal but the extravagancies and inefficiencies.

5.
Roosevelt broke the two term tradition
6.
Wilkie was not different enough from Roosevelt in foreign policy to unseat him.

7.
Wilkie would have had a better chance had he attacked Roosevelt’s policies of aid to Britain.

8.
Roosevelt wins 449 to 82 electoral votes.

N.
Lend Lease

1.
By late 1940 Britain was at the end of her financial tether and needed support.

2.
Remembering the poor reaction to debts from WWI Roosevelt decided to remove the dollar sign and came up with idea of lending or leasing arms to the allies and getting them back at end of war.

3.
Lend Lease Act was passes with slogan “send guns not sons” and that the US would become the arsenal of democracy”
O.
Russia Enters the War

1.
Russia was soon forced onto the Democracies’ side as Hitler Invades Russia in June 1941.

P.
The Atlantic Charter 

1.
First in a series of meetings between Churchill and Roosevelt proclaimed an eight point strategy as to expectations of what should happen at wars end

a.
self determination

b.
choice of government

c.
disarmament

d.
United Nations

Q.
US and Germany Clash

1.
To get arms to England merchant ships had to be protected and England did not have enough destroyers to protect against U-boats

2.
many destroyers were sunk during this time but not enough to get US into war.

R.
A Day that will live in infamy

1.
The action to get US into war was by Japan a formal ally of Germany.

2.
Japan was facing an embargo because of its incursion into china

3.
Japan had to have embargo ended or invade south east Asia

4.
US and Japan were locked in negotiations but had broken the Japanese code and knew they were going to war but could not shoot first.

5.
US did not think Japan would strike at Hawaii but on December 7, 1941 the Japanese struck at pearl harbor.


