
American Life in the Roaring 20s
A.
Insulating America from Radical Virus

1)
Americans were disillusioned by war and peace after WWI.

a)
Americans shunned diplomatic commitments.

b)
Denounced “radical” foreign ideas.

c)
Condemned “un-American” life styles.

d)
Shut the door on immigration. 

2)
Hysterical fears of red Russia continued to color America thinking for years after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917.

3)
Fears were heightened by an epidemic of labor strikes at the end of the war.

4)
Americans connected labor struggles with the Bolsheviks resulting in the “Red Scare.”
Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer earned the title “fighting Quaker” because of his zeal in rounding up suspects. (Palmer Raids)
5)
Palmer appoints J. Edgar Hoover – 6000 radicals rounded up and 500 people deported.

6)
The “Red Scare” turned out to be a godsend to conservative business people who used it to break the backs of fledgling unions.

B.
The Hooded Hoodlums of the KKK

1)
This new version was Nativist movement.

2)
This organization was anti-foreign, anti-Catholic, anti-black, anti-Jewish, anti-pacifist, anti-Communist, anti-Internationalist, anti-adultery, and anti-birth control.

3)
The KKK favored Anglo-Saxons, Fundamentalist Christians and was against many of the forces of diversity and modernity that was transforming American culture.

C.
Isolationist America

· Americans were upset at the increase in immigration.

· 800,000 came to US 1920-1921.

· Congress plugged the breach with the Emergency Quota Act of 1921.

· This set the quota for immigrants at 3% of their nationality in the country in 1910.
· This Act allowed in too many eastern/southern Europeans.

· The Immigration act of 1924 changed the Quotas

· Year was shifted to 1880 when there were fewer eastern and southern European.
· Percentage was changed to 2%.

· Britain could send 65,721 but Italy could only send 5,802.

· Shut down Japanese immigration.

· Canadians and Latin Americans were exempted.

· Change of American policy - “no vacancy” sign was put out - end of unrestricted immigration.

D.
Prohibition – Volstead Act
18th Amendment was passed in 1919.

· Ratified in most states but there was strong opposition in the eastern cities.

· Many foreign immigrants were reluctant to give up alcohol.

· Most people thought that prohibition was permanent and went out on wild flings.

· Law was naive because Americans were known for enjoying strong drinks and the government had never enforced this sort of law.

· Amendment created millions of criminals overnight.

· Many people were disillusioned after the war and cherished their right to drink.

· Poor had their beer taken away but the rich could afford illegal alcohol.

· Thousands of “speakeasies” popped up.

· Illegal liquor came from West Indies and Canada.

· Lush profits from illegal drink led to shocking crime.

· Led to bribery of police and violent gang wars.

· Crime was most prevalent in Chicago.

E.
Scopes “monkey Trial”
· Education was improving in the 1920s

· More and more states were requiring students to stay in school until 16 or 18.

· John Dewey made great strides in the theory of education by setting forth the principles of learn by doing and that the goal of teaching was education for life.

· The above idea made schools more attractive to the young.

· Science also advanced during the twenties as massive health programs helped move the average age of death from 50 to 59 from 1901 to 1929.

· The increased reliance on science and progressive education struck fear in the hearts of Christian fundamentalists who thought that the teaching of Darwinian Evolution as destroying faith in the Bible.

· Many states made the teaching of evolution illegal and in 1925 Dayton, Tennessee Biology teacher John T. Scopes was indicted.

· Scopes was defended by many nationally known lawyers including Clarence Darrow and was prosecuted by William Jennings Bryan.  

· Darrow made Bryan appear foolish but Scopes lost the case and was fined $100. (Fine was overturned on a technicality)

· Bryan died of a stroke five days later.

· Fundamentalism remained strong in US but many Christians were reconciling their religious views with scientific ones.

· The Tennessee law was not repealed until 1967.

F.
The Mass-consumption Economy

· Prosperity ruled for most of the 1920s

· The recent war and the policies of Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon favored rapid expansion of capital investment.

· New Machines, cheap energy, and the assembly line dramatically increased the production of labor.

· Henry Ford could produce a new car every 10 seconds.

· Soon the focus turned from production to encouraging consumption.

· On Madison Ave. the profession of advertising was born with Bruce Barton as its father.

· Barton was famous for writing The Man Nobody Knows which called Jesus Christ the greatest adman of all time.

· The problem with this post war economy was that most of it was bought on credit as people bought more and more of these technical marvels like refrigerators, vacuums and cars and radios.

G.
The Car Industry

· Big names were Henry Ford and Ransom E. Olds who were building some of the first cars in America.

· These car makers would study the works of Frederick W. Taylor who wrote how to eliminate wasted motion.

· Ford’s ugly Model T was cheap, rugged and reliable and affordable to the thrifty worker.

· By 1929 there were 29 million cars in America (1 for every 4.9 Americans) more that the rest of the world.

The Gasoline Age

· The car industry displaced steel as the kingpin of the American economy.

· Oil derricks sprung up in Oklahoma, Texas and California.

· cars brought social change giving people more of their leisure time to be spent at home, more traveling, lowered the dependence of women on men, cut the population in less attractive states, consolidated schools, and created the suburbs away from the urban core. (America became a nation of commuters)

H.
The Airplane

· December 17, 1903 Orville Wright to his plane aloft for 12 seconds at Kitty Hawk thus initiating the age of flight.

· Planes were used for various purposes in the Great War and soon commercial traffic developed.  

· By 1920 the was airmail between New York and San Francisco

· In 1927 Charles Lindbergh was the first to fly solo across the Atlantic.

· Lindbergh flew the Spirit of Saint Louis from NY to Paris in 33 hours and 39 minutes.

· This made Lindbergh a hero and seemingly shrunk the size of the Atlantic Ocean.

I.
The Radio Revolution

· Guglielmo Marconi developed the Wireless telegraph in the 1890s.

· Voice carrying radio carried the news of Harding’s victory in 1920 on Pittsburgh’s KDKA.

· Radio helped bring the fabric of America together.

· Sports were stimulated by radio and millions of American could listen to their favorite broadcasters and symphonies.

J.
Hollywood

· The First true movie The Great Train Robbery was made in 1903 and shown at Nickelodeons.

· The first Talkie was in 1927 The Jazz Singer.

· These new films led to an erosion of cultural diversity among immigrants.

K.
Changing Life Styles

· 1920 census revealed that for the first time more people live in urban area than in the countryside.

· Woman were benefiting from the urban growth as they found opportunities to work in the cities but they tended to cluster in a few low paying jobs.

· The era brought about the championing of the use of contraceptives by Margaret Sanger.

*The National Woman’s party campaigned for an Equal Rights Amendment to be added to the constitution.

· Woman showed their freedom by upping their hemlines and dressed as “flappers”
· Justification for sexual frankness could be found in the writings of Sigmund Freud.

Harlem Renaissance

· Jazz was introduced as blacks moved from the south after W.W.I
· Well known musicians of era were Louis Armstrong, Bessie Smith and Duke Ellington.
· Bands were originally black led by King Oliver and Jelly Roll Morton but soon gave away to all white bands.

· There was however a new racial pride in northern black communities as Harlem in NYC gave birth to a renaissance with poets like Langston Hughes. 

L.
Marcus Garvey

· Marcus Garvey founded the United Negro Improvement Association and tried to move his numerous followers to Africa.

· Garvey went bankrupt and was convicted of fraud and imprisoned.
Garvey inspired a feeling of self confidence and self reliance among blacks.

M.
Literature of the “lost generation”
· HL Mencken wrote the Bad Boy of Baltimore and edited the American Mercury which had a critical outlook on American society.

· F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote an evocation of glamour and achievement oriented society in The Great Gatsby
· Ernest Hemmingway spoke against war in A Farewell to Arms and about disillusionment in The Sun Also Rises.

· Sinclair Lewis wrote about materialism in Babbitt.

Poetry was changed by the works of Ezra Pound, TS Elliot and Robert Frost.

N.
Wall Street’s Big Bull Market
· U.S. faced a recession 1920-21

· Recovery began in 1922 and ran until 1929.

· Prices fell dramatically from wartime highs 
· During the 20s incomes and standards of living grew absurdly (per capita income rose from $641 in ’21 to $847 in in’29. 

· It was a time that people believed in something for nothing.

· The stock market’s “Bull Market” encouraged people to gamble with their savings

· Much of the stock in the era was bought “on Margin” or purchased with a small down payment.
· Recovery had some weaknesses as 5% of the nation’s families received 1/3 of all the income.

· Agriculture, Coal and Textile industries all missed out on the prosperity of the 1920s and would play a role in the coming of the  depression in the ‘30s.

The Politics of Boom and Bust

A.
The Harding Administration

1)
Election of 1920 marked return of Republicans defeating Democrats James Cox and FDR.
2)
Harding was a good natured individual with a mediocre mind was chosen by party because they thought he was controllable.

B.
The GOP’s reaction to reform

1)
Harding was well intentioned but weak willed and was taken advantage of by industrialists.

2)
not only did business push for Laissez-faire policies but for policies that favored profit making such as appointing conservative judges and regulators.

3)
Harding was able to appoint four justices to the Supreme Court who favored the crushing of reform.

4)
In the early 1920s the Supreme Court crushed child labor laws, restricted government intervention in the economy and stripped away gains made by labor.

5)
In Adkins v. Children’s Hospital the court reversed its decision in Muller v. Oregon.

6)
Muller had granted women special protection in the workplace and Adkins said that not those women had the vote they did not need special protection.

C.
The Aftermath of War

1)
Railroads were returned to private management.

2)
one of the few non-business groups to gain after the war were the Needy veterans as Congress created the Veteran’s Bureau in 1921 which operated hospitals and provided benefits for the disabled.

D.
The End of the War

1)
The US was still technically at war with Germany, Austria and Hungary because of the rejection of the Treaty of Versailles.

2)
July 1921 congress passed a resolution declaring the war officially over.

3)
The US still did not want to be part of League of Nations but did not want to be left out completely and sent observers.

4)
Though isolationists ruled the day Harding did not want to be completely left out of foreign affairs especially in the Middle East.

5)
The US and Britain were developing a rivalry over oil drilling concessions.

Secretary Of State Charles Evans Hughes was able secure American companies the right to drill.

7)
Harding also seized the initiative on disarmament because business people were not willing finance the Naval program that had been started during the war.

8)
Japan and Britain were building or maintaining large Navies the US did not want to compete.

E.
The Washington Conference

1)
All the major powers except Russia were at the disarmament conference.

2)
Hughes presented a plan for a ten year ship building “holiday”(battleships)

3)
Hughes also set up a ratio of 5-5-3 or the numbers of battleships and aircraft carriers in the British, American and Japanese Navies.

4)
Japan claimed to be insulted but agreed to after the US agreed to alliance with Japan and agreed not to fortify its possessions in the Far East.

5)
For China there was a Nine Power Agreement to the “Open Door policy” in China.

6)
No restrictions were made on small ships.

F.
The Kellogg Briand Pact

1)
Calvin Coolidge’s Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg along with The French foreign minister created the Pact of Paris, signed by 62 nations, which was a pledge to forswear war as a national policy.

2)
Defensive war was still permitted.

3)
Kellogg would win the Nobel Peace Prize 

G.
Economic Isolation

1)
As the home market grew in America business people wanted it all for themselves and pushed for higher tariffs.

2)
Both Harding and Coolidge were pro-business and open to tariff increases.

3)
In 1922 the Fordney-McCumber Tariff was passed raising the tariff to an average of 38.5%.

4)
Tariff prolonged the postwar chaos in Europe as the Europeans were not able to sell their goods in the US.

5)
In reaction Europeans increased their tariffs to which the US would react.

H.
The Harding Scandals

1)
The get rich attitude of the Harding era produced a number of scandals.

2)
Charles Forbes resigned as Head of Veteran’s Bureau after he helped loot $200 million that was meant for the construction of veteran’s hospitals.

3)
Albert Fall managed to get US naval oil reserves at Teapot Dome and Elk Hills transferred to his control at Interior which after receiving a bribe to lease to oil men. (Fall would get a year in jail for taking a bribe)

4)
Harding was spared the full revelation of these scandals as he died on a speechmaking tour and Calvin Coolidge became president.

I.
Calvin Coolidge’s Administration

1)
Coolidge was known for his New England virtues of honesty, morality, industry and frugality but he was painfully shy and only had moderate leadership abilities.

2)
Coolidge was pro-business.

3)
Coolidge inherited the Harding Scandals which shocked the public at first but this died down and people excused the wrong doers on the basis that they had gotten away with it and they were upset that prosecutors were still rocking the boat.

J.
McNary-Haugen Bill
1)
Farmers were over producing after the war due to increased cultivation because to the gasoline tractor and the McCormick reaper.

2)
The farmers pushed for government intervention which would force prices to remain high because the government would buy up the surplus and sell it abroad.

3)
Passed by congress twice but vetoed by Coolidge.

K.
The Election of 1924

1)
The Republicans tried to keep cool with Cal.

2)
Coolidge was nominated for the Republicans

3)
The Democrats battled over the issues of prohibition, urbanites v. farmers, fundamentalist v. Moderates, Northern Liberals v. Southern Conservatives and immigrants v. old stock Americans.

4)
The democrats compromised on the choice of John W. Davis on the 102 ballot. (A conservative Wall Street Banker a compromise over William McAdoo who was back by the Klan){Charles W. Bryan ran as VP}

5)
The democrats came within one vote of condemning the KKK.

6)
The liberal field was now open which allowed for a new version of the progressive party to run Bob Lafollette from Wisconsin.

7)
The progressives pushed for government ownership of the railroads, relief for farmers, regulation of trusts and a limitation of the supreme courts powers to over turn congressional laws.

8)
Coolidge 15,718,211 and 382- Davis 8,385,283     and 136 Lafollette almost 5 million and 13

9)
Prosperity was too much for reform

L.
Coolidge Foreign Policy

1)
Isolationism continued to be the dominate foreign policy.

2)
The exception was armed intervention in Central America and the Caribbean as Haiti, Nicaragua, and Mexico all saw American troops in the 1920s.

3)
Overshadowing all American foreign policy was debts from W.W.I.

4)
Americans were owed over $10 billion.

5)
Allies said that they took most of the losses in men so the US should write off the debt.

6)
American insistence on the payment of war debts made the allies turn on Germany to force it to pay its $32 billion in reparations.

7)
In response Germany let its currency inflate drastically (480 million marks for a loaf of bread)

8)
Charles Dawes from the United States formulated a plan to reschedule Germany’s debts and made them loans they paid France and Britain who paid the US.

9)
In the end the US never got its money.

M.
Election of 1928
1)
Coolidge did not run in ‘28
2)
Hoover was popular with the masses and ran for the Republicans.
3)
Platform was prosperity and prohibition.

4)
Hoover was a millionaire who was a great administrator and known for his humanitarianism and inspired great loyalty from those close to him.

5)
The democrats ran Al Smith perhaps most colorful politician off the 20’s
6)
Smith was a Catholic, and Urban, and too wet.
7)
Hoover carried the election an was able to carry thousands of Southern votes and took five states that had seceded making him the First Republican barring Harding in Tennessee to take southern states.

N.
Hoover Administration

1)
First moves were to set up Federal Farm Board.

2)
Farmer’s Cooperative tried to stabilize farm prices by buying up Farm Surpluses.

3)
Farm prices fell further and farmers were hurt by the high tariff.

O.
Hawley Smoot Tariff
1)
Hoover had promised to make limited changes in the tariff. (Implication was downward)

2)
Had started as a reasonable Bill but acquired about a thousand amendments and raised the tariff to about 60%.

3)
To foreigners this seemed like economic warfare and encouraged them to increase their tariffs and it helped push the world into a deep depression.

P.
The Great Crash

1)
Black Tuesday October 29, 1929.

2)
The US was involved in a long boom but a lot of this was built on paper profits.

3)
Much of the buying of Stock was done on Margin.

4)
Crash was partially caused by The British who raised interest rates to draw back investors and soon foreigners began to sell.

5)
Soon there was panic as people started to dump stock and 16,410,030 shares were sold.

6)
By the end of 29 stocks had lost 40 million dollars.
7)
5000 banks collapsed, life savings were lost, thousands lost their homes, bread lines and soup kitchens formed, and mothers had fewer babies.
8)
People lived in Hoovervilles and slept under Hoover blankets.

Q.
Hoover Responds

1)
Hoover caught between images of great humanitarian v. rugged individualist.

2)
Chose to avoid doling out money to the poor and instead assisted railroads, rural corporations and banks with the hope that relief would trickle down to the unemployed.

3)
Hoover was mocked for managing to feed far away Belgians but not Americans and Pigs rather than people.

R.
Hoover Pioneers NEW DEAL

1)
Hoover eventually recommended that $2.25 Billion be spent for public works.

2)
Hoover Dam construction begins in 1930 which would provide flood control, irrigation and power.

3)
Hoover resisted projects that he deemed too socialistic.

4)
1932 Congress established the Reconstruction Finance Corporation which made the government a lending bank to railroads, state and local governments and banks – but nothing to individuals.

5)
Hoover also signed the Norris-La Guardia Act which outlawed yellow dog contracts in 1932.

6)
Hoover was still regarded as unresponsive to the nation’s woes and was harassed by a Democratic House and a Republican Senate.

S.
Bonus Army

1)
WWI vets were also hurt by Depression who asked that a “bonus” guaranteed to vets in 1945 be paid early.

2)
20,000 vets marched on Washington as the Bonus expeditionary force.

3)
The “Bonus” Bill failed and congress and Hoover secured return fare for some the marchers to go home.

4)
The marchers refused to decamp so Hoover sent in the army to force them out. (several injured an 11month old died from tear gas)

5)
Hoover became even more unpopular as depression becomes “Hoover Depression.”

T.
Japan Militarists Attack China

1)
1931 Japan attack Manchuria

2)
Act was believed to be a violation of League of Nations Covenant and other agreements.

3)
Many Americans believed that a League blockade backed by US would stop Japan.

4)
League failed to Act as Washington refused to cooperate.

Secretary Of State Henry Stimson refused to recognize any territory obtained by force.

6)
This slap on the wrist did nothing to stop Japan as it bombed Shanghai in 1932.

7)
Collective Security had died as League Members (Perhaps because the US failed to support them) refused to exert their power against Japan.


