
War Act by Germany

1) On January 22, 1917 President Woodrow Wilson one of his most famous speeches where he stated that only a negotiated "peace without victory" would be a long lasting end to the war in Europe.

2) Germany however, responded to the threat they had made in their Sussex pledge that they would only warn ships before sinking if the US forced Britain to ease up on their blockade.

3) Germany announced that they intended to practice unrestricted submarine warfare where they would sink and ship that entered the war zone.

4) Wilson tried to pass a measure that would arm merchant ships but was prevented from doing so by a group of Midwestern senators.

5) The Zimmerman Note

a) The Zimmerman note was intercepted and published in March infuriating Americans.

b) German foreign secretary proposed a German-Mexican alliance.

c) Germany tempted Mexico with the recovery of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

6) Unrestricted Submarine Warfare in Practice

a) In early March Germany sank 4 unarmed merchant ships.

b) Papers declared that the only difference between what was happening to the US now and war was that the US was not fighting back.

7) On April 2, 1917 Wilson asked congress to declare war.

Wilson's Idealism

1) In Wilson's war message he asked the American people to support him in two glorified aims.

a) Fight this war to end war.

b) To make the world safe for democracy.

2) Wilson hoped that America would help shape an international order where democracy could flourish with out fear of power-crazed autocrats and militarists.

Wilson's Fourteen Points

1) The United States was soon recognized as the moral leader of the Allies Cause.

2) On January 8, 1918 Wilson gave his famous 14 Points Address where he outlines how the world should look after the War.

3) The 14 Points Included

a) The abolishment of secret treaties

b) Freedom of the seas

c) The removal of economic barriers among nations

d) The reduction of armaments

e) An adjustment of colonial claims in the interests of both native people and colonizers.

f) The most important point was an international organization that would provide collective security.

5) the above 'fourteenth point' foreshadowed the creation of the League of Nations.

6) these points did not appeal to every one because many were looking forward to the traditional booty that was claimed after a war.

Creel Manipulates Minds

· Mobilization of the American public attitudes for war was a major task facing the Wilson administration.

· George Creel appointed head of Committee on Public Information.

· Creel’s job was to sell America on the Wilson’s war aims.

· Creel and his 4-Minute Men showered the world with propaganda full of Wilson’s ideals using speeches, billboards, movie and song.

· This aroused passions “over there” but might have led the world to expect too much.

Enforcing Loyalty and Stifling Dissent

· Americans were suspicious of German Americans and spread rumors of sabotage.

· Led to tar and feathering and lynching

· Teaching of German was prohibited

· Espionage Act of 1917 and Sedition Act of 1918 reflected the fears about Germans and anti-war Americans.

· Civil liberties were denied to many because of disloyalty

· 1900 Americans were prosecuted under these laws – especially Socialist and members of the IWW

· Eugene V. Debs – convicted under espionage act but still won nearly 1 million votes while in prison.

Nations Factories Go to War

· US was not prepared to fight even though threat had lingered for many years.

· The Council of National Defense was created in 1915 to study the problems of economic mobilization.

· Council found that it would be Herculean effort to mobilize America’s resources for the war effort.

· Business leaders and States Rights Democrats resisted control from Washington.

· By March 1918 Wilson was able to create some order.

· Slogans urged Americans to do their part – “labor will win the war”

· Women were urged to join industry and agriculture – which prompted Wilson to finally endorse suffrage.

· African Americans were also drawn into the war effort as they were drawn for the need for labor in the cities.

· Samuel Gompers and the AFL were loyal to the Government’s efforts in war.

· Not all labor was happy however, as there were some 6000 strike during the war and industry faced sabotage from the IWW.

Forging a War Economy

· as war approached the US was faced with prospect of feeding itself and allies

· Herbert Hoover is chosen to organize Food Administration because of his success in feeding the people of war torn Belgium.

· Hoover favored voluntary efforts rather than ration cards.

· Campaigns – were successful – Wheat less Wednesdays, Meatless Tuesdays – patriotic to conserve food.

· People planted victory gardens to provide some of their own needs.

· Government stepped in with the regulation of such items as Alcohol – often produced by German immigrants – which paved way for 18th Amendment

· Food production increased by ¼ and the exports to Allies tripled.

· The Fuel Administration and The Treasury department tapped volunteerism as well, leading to conservation of fuel and an increase in the sale of war bonds.

· Government did step in and Nationalized the Railroads in 1917 because to the huge traffic snarls created by mobilization.

Making Plowboys into Doughboys

· Most Americans did not think that US would send troops – instead we would just send the navy.

· Europe needed manpower – however – and US had to send an army fast.

· Wilson was forced to use the draft

· US did not allow the hiring of substitutes like in the Civil War.

· There were exemptions for vital industries.

· Women were allowed in military for the first time.

Fighting in France

· Russia withdrew from war in 1918.

· Germany was able to send more troops to the western front and made significant gains in early 1918.

· American soon began to reinforce troops in France - and also sent troops to Belgium, Italy and to Russia.

· Allies were afraid that Germany would get its hand on supplies sent to Russia and an expeditionary force was sent to get supplies from the Bolsheviks.

· Russia would never forgive or forget this invasion.

America Helps Hammer the Hun

· First significant American engagement against the Germans was at Chateau Thierry.

· Fresh troops help tip the scales against Germany.

· 2nd Battle of the Marne – Germany started to withdraw

· America’s main contribution – however – was mainly food and the threat of unlimited manpower being added to Allied cause.

· Wilson made it clear that the Kaiser would have to abdicate for an armistice to be negotiated.

· The Kaiser was forced to flee to Holland.

· On the 11th minute of the 11th hour of the 11th day of the of the 11th month (1918) the guns fell silent

Wilson the Peacemaker

-Wilson had helped win the war but would he shape the peace.

- Wilson had the prestige of victory behind him and the resources of America.

- In the Congressional election of 1918 Wilson appealed for a Democratic Majority in Congress but he failed to gain it.

- Wilson was the only Democratic leader at the peace conference that did not enjoy a legislative majority at home.

- Wilson also failed to include a single Republican Senator in his negotiation party.

- The most crucial snub may have been to the chairman of the foreign relations committee Henry Cabot Lodge.

The Paris Peace Talks

- Most of the negotiations at the Peace Talks fell to the Big Four (Wilson, Orlando, George and Clemenceau)

- There was some urgency in the Peace talks as Europe seemed to be falling into anarchy.

- Wilson's ultimate goal was the creation of the League of Nations.

- Wilson felt that the territories of the losing powers should not be parceled out but made trustees of the League of Nations.

- At home 39 Republican Senators or Senators Elect led by Lodge had committed to defeating the treaty if it included the League of Nations in its present form.

- Many thought that it’s was either too powerful or useless.

- About a dozen were isolationists and would not vote for the treaty no matter what, they were known as the irreconcilables.

- These difficulties made it easier for other Nations to make demands because now Wilson would have to beg for changes to please his critics.

- In the end the allies were able to gain many concessions directed at Germany such as the loss of control over the Saar Basin for 15 years, the Creation of a de-militarized buffer zone in the Rhineland, the loss of Alsace and Lorraine and German Reparations and War guilt.

- The Germans for forced the Treaty of Versailles as they had already disarmed.

- Only about four of Wilson's points were fully honored.

- Wilson had thrown many of his provisions to the wolves to preserve the existence of the League of Nations.

- Wilson was now a fallen idol disliked by both disillusioned liberals and frustrated imperialists.

- One strong point of the treaty was that it liberated many minority people from the yoke of imperialism.

Fighting for the Treaty at Home

- The treaty was attacked from all sides.

- Isolationists at Home were Quick to point out the League of Nations went against the entangling alliance ideas of Washington, Jefferson and Monroe.

- Liberals such as the editors of The Nation thought that the treaty was to harsh as did many German Americans.

- The Irish in America were particularly unhappy because the League Gave the British a Vote or each of its five dominions and might therefore use the League to crush any Irish uprising.

- However in July 1919 the Treaty was still favored by most Americans.

- Lodge did not think he could defeat the treaty so he decided to amend it to make it more to the republican's liking.

- Wilson decided to go on a barn storming campaign to win support for his treaty directly from the people this however caused him to collapse from a stroke.

- for 7 1/2 months Wilson did not meet with his cabinet and only a few insiders were able to seem him.  (his wife Edith actually makes many presidential decisions) 

- Lodge is able to turn the Senate against the Treaty because of large reservations about Article X which bound the US to fight for any league member who was a victim of external aggression.  This it seemed went against Congress' war declaring power.

- Lodge made changes and the congress seemed prepared to pass it but Wilson asked his loyal Democrats to vote against it as amended and thus the treaty was defeated.

- For his inability to compromise Wilson must take a large share of the blame or the treaty failing to pass.

- Wilson tried to make the election of 1920 a "solemn referendum" on the league but it was impossible to get a clear mandate at this point.

- The Democrats ran Gov. James M. Cox of Ohio running in support of the league and the Republicans ran compromise candidate Warren G. Harding who ran on a very ambiguous platform.

- With woman voting for the first time Harding was swept into office which spelled the death of the league for America.

- America not joining the league spelled its death as well as the US wasn't in position to help with the difficulties that arose in 1939.


