
We have come upon a very different age from any that preceded us. We have come upon an age when we do not do business in the way in the way in which we used to do business, - when we do not carry on any of the operations of manufacture, sale, transportation, or communication as men used to carry them on.  There is a sense in which in our day the individual has been submerged. In most parts of the country men work, not for themselves, not as partners in the old way in which they used to work, but generally as employees,-in a higher or lower grade,-of great corporations.  There was a time when corporations played a very minor part in our business affairs, but now they play the chief part, and most men are the servants of the corporations…


Yesterday, and ever since history began, men were related to one another as individuals…To-day, the everyday relationships of men are largely with great impersonal concerns, with organizations, not with other individual men.

Now this is nothing short of a new social age, a new era of human relationships, a new stage-setting for the drama of life.







- Woodrow Wilson, 1912

Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt

A. America in 1900

1.  Population was 76 million with 1 in 7 being foreign born.

2. 13 million people would enter the US between 1900 and 1914.

B. Issues that worried middle class in 1900


1. Raising power of big business


2. Gap between rich and poor


3. Dominance of corrupt political machines


4. Conflict between capital and labor

5. Treatment of African Americans as second class citizens via Jim Crow laws

6. Lack of vote for women

C. Roots of Progressive Reform

1. Several unrelated group pushed different solutions to problems – religious, civil rights and labor – became loosely known as progressives.
2. People wanted to use the government as an agency for human welfare.

3. Progressives thought that social and economic problems caused by the machine age could not be fixed by government in its current form.
4. People thought that society could no longer afford laissez-faire policies of the government.
5. Even before 1900 the Populists had pushed for reform and had attacked the "bloated trusts"
6. Writer Henry Demarest Lloyd attacked the Standard Oil Company in Wealth against the Commonwealth (1894) and Thorstein Veblen attacked the new rich in The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899) 

7. reporter Jacob A. Riis exposed the conditions of New York city in How the Other Half Lives (1890) Novelist Theodore Dreiser attacked promoters and profiteers in the Financier (1912) and the Titan (1914).
9. Many Americans turned to socialism as an alternative to the capitalism as they saw socialist experiments being launched in Germany.
10. More and more people registered for the socialist party and voted in increasing numbers for socialist candidates.  
11. Eugene V. Debs ran 5 times for the Presidency from 1900 to 1920 each time getting more votes as a socialist.
D. Muckrakers

- exposing evil and corruption became a flourishing industry among American Publishers

- Most notable were McClure's, cosmopolitan, Collier's and Everybody's.

- In what became a circulation battle the magazines would dig deep for stories

- Reporters were referred to as Muckrakers for their excessive zeal

- notable among the muckrakers was Lincoln Steffens who wrote in McClure's a series called the Shame of the Cities exposing the corrupt alliance between big business and municipal government..

- Ida Tarbell wrote a devastating expose on the Standard Oil Company and David Phillips showed in a Series in Cosmo called the "Treason in the Senate" which showed that 75 0f 90 Senators represented the railroad and the trusts and not the people.

- Progressives took up the calling presented by the writers by trying to fix American capitalism through more democracy.

E. Political progressivism

- Progressives were mainly middle class man and women 

- Goals were to curb the power of the trusts and stem the power of socialists by improving for the common people conditions of life and labor

- were in both parties

- First tried to get power back to the people and out of the hands of the interests through

1) Secret Ballot

2) Direct primary

3) Initiatives
4) Referendum
5) Recall
- Second tried passed corrupt practices acts to limit what a politician could spend in an election and restrict gifts from lobbyists

-Third call for the direct election of senators by the people which resulted in the passage of the 17th Amendment

- were not successful in getting women suffrage for many decades

F. Cities and States

To improve the efficiency of cities the progressives pushed for the creation of City managers to take politics out of municipal administration and in this case removed power from the people

- Robert Lafollette - Wisconsin - Governor - Senator

- take power away from special interests (corporations)


- Regulation of utilities


- Use of experts


- called the Wisconsin idea

- Hiram Johnson California - Governor


- Breaks the power of the Southern Pacific Railroad

- Charles Evans Hughes _ Governor - New York


- investigated malpractice of gas and insurance co.s

G. The Square Deal

- Roosevelt wanted fight for the "public's interest"

- demanded a square deal for capital, labor and the public

-  Square Deal was tested in coal mine strike in 1902.

- Corporation thought that the publics need for coal would push labor back to work and would not go to arbitration.

- As supplies dwindled Roosevelt threatened to seize the mines and operate them with troops.

- This marked the first time troops had been used on behalf of labor and the company agreed to arbitration.

- Workers received a 10% raise.

- In 1903 Roosevelt urged the creation of the Department of Commerce and Labor which was authorized to probe company that were engaged in interstate commerce setting the stage for later trust busting.
H. Three C's: control of corporations, consumer protection, and conservation of natural resources.

1. Control of Corporations & Trust Busting

-Interstate Commerce Commission was not adequate to Regulate Railroad as they often appealed its decisions to the courts which sometimes took ten years to make a final decision.

- Elkins Act 1903 government could impose huge fines on railroad that gave rebates and to the companies that accepted them.

- The Hepburn Act of 1906 expanded the powers of the interstate Commerce Commission so that it could reach sleeping-car companies and express companies and could now nullify existing rates and set maximum rates.

- The Hepburn also limited the use of free passes.

- These regulations allowed TR to show that he was willing to fight the corporations but he believe that they were here to stay because of their efficiency.

- Roosevelt wanted to show that the government not the corporations ruled the country.

- TR also wanted to use regulation as a way of making companies toe the line and use trust busting as a way to make them accept it.

- 1902 TR sued Northern Securities Railroad and 1904 the Supreme Court ordered the Trust dissolved.
2.  Consumer Protection

-muckraker Upton Sinclair had been trying to raise the American conscience about the poor treatment of workers in the meat packing industry in the Jungle.

- Sinclair aimed for the heart and hit and hit the stomach as his book appalled the public with his description of disgusting and unsanitary food products.

- Meat Inspection Act of 1906 which stated that the government had the right to inspect all meat shipped over state lines.

- Pure Food and Drug Act 1906 – designed to prevent alteration and mislabeling of food and pharmaceuticals

3. Conservation

- early Americans thought that their resources were inexhaustible but as the 19th century came to a close there was some recognition that they could not go on wasting land forever.

- the First attempt at conservation was the Desert Land Act of 1877 which sold land cheaply on the condition that it would be irrigated in three years.
- In 1891 the Forest Reclamation Act was passed authorizing the president to set aside public forests as national parks.

- The Carey act of 1894 distributed federal land to the states on the condition that it would be irrigated and settled.

- The irrigation /settlement problem was also addressed by Roosevelt and the Passage of the Newlands Reclamation Act of 1902 which authorized the sale of land to the states which money going to the creation of irrigation projects.  Roosevelt Dam is constructed in 1911 as a result of this project.

- Roosevelt also wanted to preserve the forest and set aside 125 million acres as wilderness of park land. 

- TR also set aside millions of acres of coal deposits and water resources.

- Conservation and reclamation were Roosevelt's most enduring tangible achievement.

- National mood favored conservation


a. Jack London – Call of the Wild



b. Boy Scouts


c. The Sierra Club

I. Panic of 1907

- TR elected in his own right in 1904 but becomes less powerful as he vowed not to run again.

- Panic erupted on Wall Street in 1907 and is blamed on Roosevelt because he unsettled industry with all of his attacks.

- This panic sparked reforms such as allowing national banks to increase the flow of currency 

- Sparked the creation of the Federal Reserve System

J. Election of 1908
- Roosevelt does not run again

- Hand picks Taft as successor

- Democrats run Bryan

- Both candidates claimed to be the progressive candidate

- Bryan claimed that Roosevelt had stolen his ideas.

- Roosevelt endorsed Taft Wins.

- Socialist Eugene V. Debs gains wide support.

K. Roosevelt leaves office and lime light.

-considered to be a middle of the road president.

- Accomplishments include the expansion of the power of the presidency, shaping of the progressive movement and opening the eyes of American s to the wider outside world.

L. Taft

- considered to be conservative

- instituted Dollar Diplomacy which used foreign policy to protect wall street interests and using Wall Street to protect American foreign policy.

- Taft preferred to substitute Dollars for bullets and therefore increased American investment abroad rather than send in troops. (He did however send in the troops when this policy failed)

M. Taft the Trustbuster

-Taft brought 90 anti-trust suits during 4 years as compared to Roosevelt's 44 in 7 1/2 years.

- In 1911 the Supreme Court ordered the dissolution of the Standard Oil Company.

- In the above suit the Supreme Court issued the "rule of reason." 

- The Supreme Court said that combinations were only illegal if the "unreasonably restrained trade."

N. Taft v. Roosevelt

- Roosevelt was angry with Taft for filing suit against US Steel which Roosevelt had been involved.

- Payne-Aldrich Tariff - supposed to decrease the Tariff but had so many amendments that it actually increased the Tariff and cost Taft Progressive Support.

- Roosevelt returned to run for presidency feeling that Taft was discarding his policies and attracted progressives with his New Nationalism Campaign

- Roosevelt supporters walked out of the Republican Convention in 1912 when it appeared Taft would win the nomination.

- Roosevelt started a third party crusade by forming the Progressive Party.

The Emergence of Dr. Thomas Woodrow Wilson

1) A professor and lecturer on government that rose to presidency of Princeton University in 1902.

2) Was chosen by the political machine in New Jersey as a "controllable" candidate in 1910.

3) Wilson was a surprise as he waged a passionate reform campaign.

4) In 1912 Wilson was nominated on the 46th ballot to be the Democratic Nominee for the Presidency.

5) Wilson ran on a strong progressive platform dubbed the "New Freedom" program which included:

a) Strong anti-trust legislation.

b) Banking reform.

c) Tariff reductions.

The "Bull Moose" Campaign of 1912.

1) Former President Roosevelt was rebuffed by the Republican Party.

2) Roosevelt was nominated as the candidate for the Progressive party by Jane Addams showing the rising status of women in politics.

3) Roosevelt's platform was called "New Nationalism" (the ideas of progressive thinker Herbert Croly) and included:

a) Consolidation of trusts and labor unions.

b) woman's suffrage

c) Social welfare such as minimum wage

4) Republicans ran a more conservative Taft.

Election of 1912.

1) Voters were able to choose not only between parties but philosophies.

2) Wilson won 435 electoral votes but only 41% of popular vote.

3) Roosevelt won 88 electoral votes and 27% of Popular.

4) Taft won only 8 electoral and 23% of popular.

5) The Socialist led by Eugene V. Debs won nearly a million votes.

6) Progressivism was the runaway winner in this election. 

Wilson:  The Idealist in Politics

1) Only the second Democratic president since 1861.

2) First Southern president since Zachary Taylor 64 years earlier.

3) Shared Jefferson's faith in the masses.

4) A moving orator who relied on sincerity and moral appeal.

5) Moved ahead of legislation acting like a prime minister appealed to the sovereignty of the people.

6) Lacked common touch - stubborn would break before bending if he thought he was right.

Wilson Tackles the Tariff

1) Broke precedent by delivering his own addresses to Congress rather than sending with a clerk.

2) Appeal in front of congress pushed the House to pass the Underwood Tariff Bill which reduced tariff rates.

3) When the Senate did not pass the bill quickly Wilson went to the people urging them to contact their representatives.

4) The Senate was forced to pass the Bill.

5) The Underwood Tariff bill used the power of the 16th Amendment for the first time and enacted an Income Tax.

Wilson Battles Bankers

1) Biggest shortcoming of the economy of the time was the inelasticity of the currency.

2) In 1913 Wilson signed the Federal Reserve Act which appointed a Federal Reserve Board that would oversee 12 regional reserve districts.

3) Board could increase the amount on money in circulation as needed for the legitimate requirement of business.

Wilson Tames the Trusts

1) In 1914 the congress passed the Federal Trade Commission Act which allowed the president to inspect companies that engaged in interstate commerce.

2) Also passed in 1914 was the Clayton Anti-Trust Act which legalized strikes and peaceful picketing.

3) Samuel Gompers hailed the Clayton Anti-Trust Act as the Magna Carta of labor.

Wilson Progressive

1) Wilson helped pass many progressive pieces of Legislation such as the La Follett Seamen's Act of 1915 which guaranteed a living wage to merchant marines and the Workingmen's Compensation Act of 1916 which granted assistance to civil service employees during periods of disability.

2) Wilson also appointed the first Jew to the Supreme Court with the appointment of prominent reformer Louis D. Brandeis.

3) However, the Southern Born Wilson accelerated the segregation of blacks in the federal bureaucracy.

New Directions in Foreign Policy

1) Wilson recoiled from the aggressive foreign policy of Taft and Roosevelt.

a) Repelled by Roosevelt's "big stick" and Taft's "dollar diplomacy.

b) Wilson pulled out of loans to China and granted to the Philippines territorial status.

c) Wilson defused a crisis with Japan when the California legislature tried to prevent Japanese settlers from owning land he sent William Jennings Bryan to make the legislature to soften its stand.

d) Wilson was however forced send troops to Haiti in 1915 to protect American lives and property.

Moralistic Diplomacy in Mexico

1) Mexico was being exploited by foreign investors for its oil, railroads and mines.

2) The Mexican people were very poor.

3) 1913 Mexico was involved in a revolution and endangered American lives and property but Wilson would not intervene.

4) In April 1914 American sailors from the U.S.S. Dolphin were arrested in Tampico.

5) Sailors were released and Mexico apologized but an American Admiral demanded a 21 gun salute but Mexico refused.

6) Wilson became determined to remove the Mexican dictator Huerta and ordered the navy to intercept weapons coming from Germany.

7) The leaders of Argentina, Brazil and Chile convinced Huerta to resign and the United States recognized the Government of Carranza.

8) The Angered the revolutionary Leader Pancho Villa who killed 18 Americans in New Mexico.

9) Wilson sent General "Black Jack" Pershing into Mexico but clashed with Carnage's forces and withdrew as the threat of war with Germany became real.


