
Revolution in the Philippines

- After the Spanish American war the Filipinos assumed that they would be given independence much as the Cubans had.

- A clear cut resolution granting independence had barely failed in the Congress.

- On February 4, 1899 an insurrection in the Philippines began under Emilio Aguinaldo (who had helped the US in defeating the Spanish)

- Revolution turned out to be long, bloody and cruel on the parts of both the Americans and the Filipinos.

- Americans even deployed concentration camps similar to those used by "butcher" Weyler in Cuba.

- The insurrection was broken with the capture of Aguinaldo in 1901.

- William H. Taft from Ohio was sent to the Philippines to determine what needed to be done.

- McKinley proclaimed a policy of Benevolent assimilation.

- McKinley's policy was to provide roads, sanitation and education but  this was reluctantly acceded and little appreciated by the Filipinos.

- The Philippines were finally granted their freedom on July 4th, 1946.

The Open Door Policy

- Following the Defeat of China by Japan in 1894-1895 European powers moved into China and established leaseholds and economic spheres of influence.

- Americans felt that Chinese markets would soon be monopolize by the Europeans.

- In 1899 US Secretary of State John Hay announced the Open Door Policy which urged free trade in China.

- European powers and Japan replied that they would agree to this policy only if every one else did.

The Boxer Rebellion

- In 1900 many Chinese were tired of being treated as the doormat of the Europeans.

- A super patriotic group calling themselves the "Boxers" murdering foreigners (kill foreign devils).

- Over 200 missionaries, diplomats, and other whites were killed.

- A rescue force of 1800 troops was sent from Japan, Britain, France, Germany and the United States.

- Participation in a joint military operation went against America's long-standing policy on non-entanglement.

- The losing Chinese were forced to pay an indemnity of $333 million with over $24 million going to the US but the US sent $18 million back which China would use to educate a select group of students in the US.

- Hay announced that The Open Door Policy would now include the territorial integrity of China.

- In the years following the Boxer Rebellion, China was not partitioned any more due to competition among the foreign powers.

The Election of 1900

A) The Republicans

- Ran William McKinley for President.

- Republican Strategy was to "stand pat" because the had "a good front porch"

- McKinley had been victorious in war, gained valuable territory and the country was prosperous. (four more years with a full dinner pail & let well enough alone) 

- Chose Teddy Roosevelt for VP because he had turned his success in he Spanish American war into the Governorship of New York.

- The local political bosses found Teddy to be headstrong and unmanageable so they kicked him up stairs to the Vice Presidency.

- Roosevelt turned out to be the preeminent campaigner and his cowboy image would cut into Bryan's popularity in the Midwest.

B) The Democrats

- Ran William Jennings Bryan

- Paramount issue was  the Imperialism of the Republicans and Republican support of trusts.

C) Results

- Republicans attacked "Bryanism" as he might hurt American prosperity and his preaching about imperialism was encouraging Filipinos to resist.

- Prosperity seemed to tip the scale as McKinley soundly defeated Bryan by a wider margin than in 1896 7,218,491 to 6,356,734 popular and 292 to 155 electoral.

- "Boss" Platt of New York cheered as Roosevelt now became VEEP.

- Senator Mark Hanna of Ohio warned "do any of you realize that there's only one life between this madman and the presidency?"

- As if by prophecy McKinley would barely last 6 months into his new term as he was assassinated by anarchist Leon Czolgosz in September 1901.

- At 42 Roosevelt became the youngest man to ever assume the presidency.

- One of Roosevelt's first acts was to invite Booker T. Washington to the White House, something the South would never forgive or forget.

President Teddy Roosevelt and the "Big Stick"

- TR was born to a wealthy family and was weak from asthma as a child.

- TR was able to build up both his body and mind graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Harvard and becoming the author of 30 books.

- TR was know for his high energy and his self righteousness.

- Known as a reformer but hated "mob rule"

- Historian Richard Hofstadter called TR the conservative as progressive.

- TR was willing to compromise rather than butt his head against a stone wall.

- TR believed in direct action and who condemned the law and the courts as being to slow and had no respect for the checks and balances of the American  system.

- TR found the constitution to be too rigid and often ignored it.

- TR felt that he could take any action in the general interest of the people that was not expressly forbidden by the Constitution.

The Panama Canal

- The ordeal of the USS Oregon during the Spanish-American War showed the need for a Canal through Central America.

- The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850 guaranteed cooperation in canal building with Britain but Britain was busy with the Boer War in South Africa and agreed to giving the US a free hand in canal building in the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty of 1901.

- The question was where would the canal be; Nicaragua or Panama.

- This issue was hotly debated in congress but Panama was chosen because it was a shorter rout, work had already been started and Nicaragua was known for its volcanic activity. (a principle owner of the canal rights sent a letter to each senator with a postage stamp of Nicaragua's most fearsome volcano on it)

- Colombia controlled Panama at the time and rejected a treaty that was favorable to the US mainly because it did not give them enough money.

- TR was frantic to start the canal because the 1904 election was coming.

- Panamanians who had an enormous stake in the building of the canal revolted; many of these revolutionaries were bought and paid for by Bunau-

Varilla.

- The Colombian army that was sent to putt down the revolt was prevented from going to the isthmus by the US navy.

- The US now signed a treaty with the new Panamanian Minister Bunau-Varilla.

- The Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty gave the US right to the canal for $25 million and $250 thousand a year and was given control of a ten mile wide zone.

- Initial construction of the canal was marked by problems ranging from landslide to labor difficulties to exterminating yellow-fever and creating a sanitary environment.

- Colonel William C. Gorgas made the canal zone as "safe as a health resort."

- the job was completed in 1914 just as W.W.I was breaking out.

The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

- Debts by Latin American Nations gave the US worries about new European interventionism in the Americas.

- "prevention intervention" by the US would happen if Latin American Nations in the event of financial malfeasance.

- the US would take over customs houses, pay off debts and keep Europeans on the other side of the Atlantic.

- basically no outsiders would be allowed to push around Latin America except the US.

- This was often times called the "bad neighbor policy" as the US would continually intervene in Latin America and form a legacy of ill will in the area.

Roosevelt and the Russo-Japanese War

- in 1904 Russia occupied Port Arthur and other Chinese Ports in Manchuria.

- This cause conflict with Japan as they could see that this along with the completion of the Trans-Siberian railroad would make Russia very powerful in the area.

- In 1904 Japan launched a sneak attack on the Russians in Port Arthur and succeeded in Defeating Russia in numerous battles that would follow.

- As Japan ran short on money and men they asked the US for help in peace negotiations.

- The two sides met with Roosevelt in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and negotiated a treaty where the Japanese received the southern half of Sakhalin Island.

_  Roosevelt won the Noble Peace Prize but the results were not favorable to the US.

- Russia accused the US of helping rob them of a military victory and Japan was upset for not having all of its demands met and it would launch a age of competition between the US and Japan.

Japanese Laborers in California

- Relations between the countries became worse as thousands of Japanese migrated to California.

- A school board in San Francisco ordered all Japanese children to a special school which was seen as an insult to the Japanese.

- The "Gentleman's Agreement" Was worked out by TR and the School Board repealed the order and Japan agreed to stop the flow of laborer by withholding their passports.

· show that the US was not afraid of the Japanese TR sent his entire battleship fleet on a highly visible trip around the world. (all painted white) which was warmly greeted in Japan.

· After the visit of the Fleet the Root-Takahira agreement was signed with the US and Japan agreeing to respect each others territorial possessions and uphold the open door policy in China
· .


