Chapter 30 Notes


Imperialist Stirrings


- after the Civil war to about 1880 Americans looked at the world with indifference.


- At the turn of the century this attitude changed.


- America became much more outward looking as exports of manufactured and agricultural goods shot up.


- Many people felt that due to the increase in population, wealth and industrial production that the United States must expand.


- Ideas about expansion permeated the "yellow press" of William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer.


- missionaries such as Josiah Strong looked overseas for new converts.


- many people believed that Darwinism applied to dominance of the earth and that it was the US's destiny to do this.


- as Europe continued to grab land in Africa and Asia man in the US concluded that the America would have to become an imperialist power.


- The method of obtaining this goal was through the development of steel navy.


- Captain Alfred Mahan concluded in The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783 that sea power was the key to world dominance.


- 1889 James G. Blaine as Sec. of State negotiated reciprocal trade reductions with Latin American nations at the first Pan-American Conference.


- The late 1880s and 1890s were marked with near wars and diplomatic crises.


- risk of war showed the new aggressive attitude of the Americans.


Monroe's Doctrine and Venezuelan Squall


- America had another bout with anti-British feeling 1895-1896.


- Venezuela disputed a border between them and British Guiana and were looking for arbitration to settle the dispute but gold was discovered on the disputed territory.


- President Cleveland decided to take the Venezuelans side.


- Cleveland was flouting the Monroe Doctrine by insisting Britain should go to arbitration.


- Sec. of State Olney claimed that the US was now calling the tune in the Western Hemisphere.


- Britain rejected arbitration and stated that it was none of Americas business.


- Cleveland asked that a team experts determined the border and implied the US would fight to maintain it.


- Britain agreed to arbitration when Germany began its saber rattling on the continent.


- many Latin American countries were pleased by the determination of the US to protect them and when Cleveland died in 1908 they lowered their flags to half mast.





Spurning the Hawaiian Pear


- in the 1820s Hawaii was an early provisioning point for sailors and whalers and attracted many missionaries.


- in the 1840s Hawaii was regarded as an extension of the American Coastline and other powers were warned to stay out.


- 1875 the US made a reciprocal trade agreement with Hawaii.


- In1887 a treaty with native government guaranteed the US a naval base at Pearl Harbor.


- relations with Hawaii soured in the 1890s when the McKinley Tariff raised barriers against the Hawaiian product (sugar).


- Queen Liliuokalani was pushing to have more Hawaiian control over the islands but the white minority organized a successful revolt with the assistance of American troops.


- Grover Cleveland took office at the close of the above events and felt that Liliuokalani had been wronged and withdrew a treaty of annexation since the majority of Hawaiians were against it.


- This was the first full fledged debate over Americas new version of manifest destiny and Cleveland was condemned for trying to stem the acquisition of new territory.


Cubans Rise in Revolt


- Cubans rose against Spain in 1895.


- the revolt was partially due to the Tariff of 1894 which put restrictions on Cuba's export Sugar.


- insurgents burned cane fields to hurt Spain economically.


- America Sympathized with those fighting for freedom.


- American investments were also hurt by Spanish misrule in Cuban.


- In 1896 Spain sent General "Butcher" Weyler to put down the revolt by herding Cubans in concentration camps.


- Americans were outraged and Congress passed resolution to help the Cubans but Cleveland refused to follow the resolution.


The Mystery of the Maine Explosion


- The atrocities in Cuba were well reported in American papers run by Hearst and Pulitzer who were publishing "yellow journalism" articles to boost circulation.


- Where atrocities did not exist they were invented.


- during this period The United States battleship was sent to Cuban to protect American interests.  


- in addition Hearst was able to intercept a letter by the Spanish Minister (Dupuy De Lome) in Washington that stated that McKinley was a politician was swayed by public opinion and lacked good faith.


- two investigations were undertaken on the Maine one by the US one by Spain.


- Spain's investigation stated that it was probably internal and accidental but the Americans said that it was probably a mine.


McKinley Unleashes the Dogs of War


- as war seemed imminent the Spanish had already agreed to Americas two main demands an armistice with the rebels and an end to the concentration camps.


- but the public wanted war but this was in contrast to the wishes of business and Mark Hanna.


- McKinley was afraid that William Jennings Bryan might make this an issue to win the presidency.


- on April 11, 1898 McKinley gave his war message to congress.


- To appear that the issue was not conquest of territory the Teller Amendment was passed which guaranteed Cuba its freedom should the US overthrow Spain.


Dewey's May Day Victory at Manila


- Spain's navy seemed large on paper but was in wretched condition.


- US navy ranked 5th in the world.


- Roosevelt standing in for John D. Long the secretary of the navy ordered Commodore George Dewey to Attack Spain's forces in the Philippines.


-one May 1st, 1898 Dewey destroyed all of Spain's forces.


- American troops with the help of Philippino rebels captured manila on August 13, 1898.


- These events inspired the congress and McKinley to annex Hawaii.


The Confused Invasion of Cuba


-At the beginning of the War Spain sent ships steaming to Cuba causing panic on the eastern seaboard.


- useless ships from the civil war sent for show to defend these ports.


- Army sent to Cuba was put under the command of General W. Shafter and was not prepared to fight in the tropics.


- also notable was the "rough riders"  who were volunteers partially organized by former undersecretary of the Navy T. Roosevelt.


_ the "rough riders were commanded by Colonel Leonard Wood. _ the "rough riders" were convicts cowboys and polo[players who were searching for glory.


- The Americans were able to break Spanish resistance at San Juan Hill.





Curtains for Spain In America





The Spanish fleet had been bottle up at Santiago Harbor were ordered to fight for the honor of the flag were quickly destroyed. 


- meanwhile the US moved into Puerto Rico and hailed as conquering heroes.


- more people died from sickness in training camps and in Cuba than from fighting in the war.





-The Prizes the United States Gained from the war were 


Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines and the Freeing of Cuba.


- Treaty Was the Peace at Paris


- Made the US power in the Far east.





Anti-Imperialist League


1) argued that US should not annex the Philippines because it would violate the consent of the governed 2) Despotism abroad might beget despotism at home 3) Might propel the US into the political and military cauldron of the far east.





Imperialist thought that Manila might lead to profits from trade.




















