
The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution

The only good Indian is a dead Indian – Philip H. Sheridan, 1869
We took away their country and their means of support, broke up their mode of living, their habits of life, introduced disease and decay among them, and it was for this and against this they made war.  Could anyone expect less? – Philip H. Sheridan, 1878 

The Indian Barrier to the West
1. Prior to the Civil War the Policy was to move Indians west of the Mississippi.

2. Red River in Texas was to be Indian land “as long as the grass grows and the water flows.”
3. After the Civil War there were few settlers between the Mississippi and California but by 1890 the area was carved into territories.
4. Indians of those territories stood in the path of an advancing army of white settlers.

5. Settlers brought with them disease that wiped out a good deal of the Indians and there livestock grazing on the prairie grasses made the bison population dwindle forcing Indians to fight among themselves.
6. via treaty - the Indians surrendered their ancestral lands only when they received promises from Washington that they would be left alone and provided food, clothing and other supplies.

7. Federal Indian agents corruptly cheated Indians out of what they were promised and other whites broke the treaties and openly took the Indian's land.
8. Grant’s administration stood firmly for peaceful treatment of the Indian but implementation (by Sheridan and Sherman) was often hostile.
The Government Restricts Native Americans

1) In 1834 the U.S. designated the entire Great Plains to be Indian Territory.

2) The 1850s changed this policy as whites moved into this territory.

3) Indians were tricked out of their land and Indians who did not represent tribes signed treaties.

4) The Cheyenne and Sioux continued to hunt on their land and mixed with settlers leading to tragic results.

5) Massacre at Sand Creek

a. In 1864 – Cheyenne – were forced to live on a Reservation at Sand Creek.

b. The Cheyenne – started to raid for supplies.

c. A militia was sent and the Cheyenne who did not want to fight were order to Fort Lyon where they were to be protected.

d. Most of the Cheyenne moved back to Sand Creek for the winter. (Flying a white flag and an American flag.

e. Gen. S.R. Curtis sent a telegram to Col. John Chivington “I want no peace until the Indians suffer more.”

f. On November 29, 1864 – Chivington attacked the 500 Cheyenne – killing about 200 mainly women and children.

6) Death on the Bozeman Trail

a. The Sioux were angered by a white settlement along the Bozeman Trail

b. Red Cloud appealed to the US government – but the army kept building

c. Crazy Horse – lured Capt. William J. Fetterman and some soldiers into an ambush.

d. The Government agreed to close the Bozeman Trail in exchange for the Sioux signing the Treaty of Fort Laramie.

e. The Sioux would be given one large Reservation and be supplied by the US Government.

f. The Sioux however thought that they would be able to hunt on their traditional hunting grounds.

g. Sitting Bull never signed it – govt. late with supplies

Bloody Battles Continue

1. Fort Laramie was only a temporary halt.

2. Settlers continued to move west and Sioux continued to resists restrictions.

3. Raids by Kiowa and Comanche

a. 1868 war broke out - Kiowa and Comanche refuse to move to a reservation in Texas.

b. Began raiding spree that lasted 6 years and led to Red River War of 1874 – 1875.

c. The army herded friendly tribes onto reservations – and shot at all others.

d. Army was able to crush resistance on the southern plains.

Gold Rush and Custer’s last stand

1. Within four years of the Treaty of Fort Laramie miners flooded into Great Plains

2. Cheyenne, Sioux, and Arapaho protested but this did not stop emigration.

3. Army sent George Armstrong Custer to investigate.

4. Custer found that there was gold and Washington tried to buy land.

5. Sioux were ready to fight.

6. Sioux were victorious at the battle of Rosebud Creek.

7. Custer was sent after the Sioux at Little Big Horn Creek.

8. Custer was in search of glory and grossly underestimated the strength of Crazy horse and Sitting Bull’s troops. (2-3000)

9. His men were exhausted and he split his forces.

10. In 20 minutes all of Custer’s men were dead.

11. The Army took reprisals on Indians – by 1876 Sioux were beaten – 

12. Sitting Bull took refuge in Canada until 1881 – starvation forced him to surrender.

The Government Supports Assimilation

1. Debate continued over the treatment of the Indians.

2. Helen Hunt Jackson – Wrote a Century of Dishonor – “it makes little difference… where one opens the record of the history of the Indians; every page and every year has its dark stain.”

3. Many sympathizers of Indians were supporters of Assimilation – a plan where Native Americans would give up their beliefs and become part of white culture.

4. In 1887 Congress passed the Dawes Act – 

a. Broke up reservations and distributed land among tribe.

b. Was meant to Americanize the native Americans

c. Gave 160 acres for farming or 320 acres for grazing.
d. Govt. would sell the remaining land – with Indians getting nothing from sale.

e. By 1934 2/3 of land had been taken – with speculators taking the best land – left over land was useless for farming.
f. Full citizenship was granted to all Indians in 1924.

g. The Indian Reorganization Act (Indian New Deal) partially reversed the assimilation 1934 by trying to restore tribal life.
5. The destruction of the Buffalo

a. Railroad companies hired hunters to supply their workers with meat as they moved westward.

b. Buffalo Bill Cody killed 4,300 buffalo in 8 months.

c. Trappers had already killed the beaver and other wild life.

d. Now as tourist were killing off the Plains Indians main source of food.

e. In 1800 15 million buffalo roamed the plains by 1886 fewer than 600 remaining.

f. In 1900 the US shelter a single herd of buffalo in Yellowstone.
6. The Battle of Wounded Knee

a. The Sioux were facing reduced rations and increased restrictions.

b. Turned to a Piute Profit who had a vision where native lands were restored.

c. Sioux was to perform the Ghost Act for this vision to be realized.

d. Spread though the Sioux on the Dakota Reservation – alarming authorities who decided to arrest sitting bull.

e. December 1890 – went to arrest sitting bull – his bodyguard kills one policeman.

f. Police returned fire and killed sitting Bull.

g. Police not satisfied – rounded up remaining 350 Sioux and brought them to Wounded Knee Creek.

h. Soldiers demanded that Indians give up their weapons – one resisted and the troops – from the same unit as Custer slaughtered 300 Indians bringing the Indians wars to an end.

Mining: From Dishpan to Ore Breaker
1) The disappearance of the Indians and the coming of the railroads were a boon to the mining industry.
2) After California there were many strike in the west including "Pikes Peak," "Comstock," and many smaller "lucky strikes" which caused the creation of many new towns.
3) Many towns were soon abandoned after the booms disappeared.

4) Soon mining became an industry with heavy machinery that was needed to extract minerals after the surface ore dried up.

5) The fortunes amassed by this process paid for the building of the railroads and finance the Civil War.

Beef Bonanzas and the Long Drive

1) After the Civil War there were many cattle in Texas but no way of getting them to market.

2) This was solved by the transcontinental railroads which made fortunes for the Swifts and the Armours,

3) To get the cattle to the stockyards the Texas cowboys (Black, White and Mexican) practiced the "Long Drive."

4) The Main terminals were Dodge City and Abilene, Kansas.

5) The Cattlemen eventually gave way to sheep herders and Homesteaders as the railroad allowed more people to move west.
Free Land for Free Families

1) The Homestead Act of 1862 really helped open the west as it allowed a settler to acquire as much as 160 acres of land if he lived on it and improved it for five years for a fee of $30.00.

2) This act was a departure from policy as land was now given away to encourage settlement instead of being sold for revenue.

3) 1/2 million people took advantage of this act but 5 times that many purchased their land from the railroads or the states.
4) The Act turned out to be a cruel hoax as 160 acres turned out to be inadequate in the dry Great Plains.

5) Kansas, eastern Colorado, and Montana experienced a 6 year drought in the 1880 and the people of the Great Plains became adept at "dry farming" which would later the "dust bowl" later.

6) It would be the irrigation projects of hydraulic engineers that would tame the Great American desert.

The Far West Comes of Age

1) The Great West experienced a fantastic increase population from the 1870s to the 1890s.

2) Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Washington, Idaho and Wyoming all enter the Union during this period.

3) Utah was delayed until 1896 because it had not yet banned polygamy.

4) Oklahoma, Arizona and New Mexico were not yet states but Oklahoma was scheduled to have its land (formally Indian territory) open to settlers on April 22, 1889.

5) Many people jumped the gun in Oklahoma and became known as the "sooners," they would soon be joined 50,000 others (Boomers) and by 1907 Oklahoma became known as the "Sooner" state.

6) in 1890 the superintendent of the census announce that for the first time in America's experience the frontier line was not discernible.

7) Frederick Jackson Turner wrote about the significance of the closing of the frontier in 1893.

8) The Homestead Act is still on the books but the nation was now learning that land was not inexhaustible.

The Fading Frontier

1) The frontier has been called a safety valve for this nation giving a place to go to those who were unemployed in the cities.

2) In fact the west drew relatively few city dwellers because they did not know how to farm and could not outlay the capital necessary to start farms.

3) Most people who moved west were farmers from the east and immigrant farmers who might have stayed in the cities had land not been available.

4) In truth the cities turned out to be a safety valve for the failed farmer of the west.

5) However one can not look at American history with out looking at as a process of colonizing the west.

The Farm Becomes a Factory

1) After the Civil War there was less diversification of crops as people turned to single money-crops such as wheat or corn.

2) Farming became big business with large expenses such as the purchase of "combines."

3) Many farmers were unskilled at the business end and were driven out of business blaming the banks and government for their troubles.

4) Those that remained achieved miracles in production and made America the bread basket to the world.

Deflation Dooms the Debtor

1) "One crop" farming is dangerous because if prices fall you are doomed.
2) Farmers were now in competition with the world and if other countries had good crops it would hurt their business.

3) When prices fall it is harder to pay your debts but this was made worse by deflation.

4) The money supply was not keeping up with the capital demands of industry making money worth more and more difficult to obtain to pay off debts.

5) Farmers would increase their production to make more money but this increase the supply and lowered the price which drove farmers further into debt.

6) Many farmers had to give up their land and become tenants and sharecroppers producing a class of people close to the serfs of the old world.

7) Farmers made up half of the population at time but did not join together to make their voice known as they were individualistic by nature and against consolidation.
The National Grange of Patrons of Husbandry

1) Better known as the Grange

2) Led by Oliver Kelly – a mason

3) Goal was to stimulate farm folk with social, economic and fraternal activities

4) Kelly introduced secrecy, passwords and a four-ply hierarchy
5) Helped women because it allowed them to socialize which was hard in separated farm houses.

6) Grangers moved their goals to collectivism and were able to get states to legislate railway rates and storage fees – Granger laws.

7) States started to recognize the need for laws that controlled private industry for the public welfare.

8) Granger influence waned as the Supreme Court stated that it’s was up to the Federal Government to regulate interstate Commerce. – Wabash Case

The Populist Party

1) The Peoples Party appealed to groups like the farmer alliance and the Grangers in called for collectivization among farmers.

2) The Populists were able to get farmers rights people in congress – Ignatius Donnelley

3) Many “Calamity Howlers” like Mary Elizabeth Lease traveled around the country denouncing the government’s favoritism toward corporations and poor treatment of farmers.
4) Ran General Weaver in 1892 to become one the few third parties to win in electoral column.
Pullman Strike 1894

1) Led by Eugene V. Debs

2) Helped organize the American Railway Union of about 150,000 members.

3) Pullman maintained a model town where workers were forced to live.

4) During depression Pullman cut wages by 1/3 but did not cut rent of expenses.

5) Workers struck – supported by AMU – would not handle trains with Pullman cars.

6) Mail cars were placed on trains and troops sent to put down strike as it was interfering with the mail.

7) Court Injunction also issued and Debs jailed for failing to obey.

Election of 1896
1. Republicans – William McKinley 

a. Napoleon of Protection

b. From Ohio
c. Full dinner pail

d. Gold bug

e. Aided by Mark Hanna who believed that the function of govt. was to aid business

2. Democrats – William Jennings Bryan

a. “boy orator of the Platte”

b. great heart rather than great head

c. “Cross of Gold” speech at convention inspired nomination

d. called for unlimited coinage of silver

e. Populists also endorsed Bryan

3. Results – McKinley – p. 7,102,246 e. 271

· Bryan – p. 6,492,559 e. 176

4. Bryan was unappealing to eastern laborer and the un-mortgaged farmer – wealthy bolted democratic party over silver issue

5. Last serious effort to win Whitehouse with mainly agrarian votes

6. Republicans would now control Whitehouse for 16 straight years – also marks beginning of decreasing voter participation.

President William McKinley

1. Very conservative and cautious

2. worked well with congress
3. reconciled conflicting interests
4. Inflation
a. Deflation eased as gold strikes in Alaska, Canada, South Africa and Australia increased supply.

b. Improved processing techniques such as cyanide extracting also increased gold supply.

c. Gold Standard is passed during McKinley’s admin.
5. Dingley Tariff raised to 46.5% - full of pork with 850 amendments.


