C. 27 America Moves to the City

The Urban Frontier

1) By 1900 the population of the United States had doubled since 1870.

2) The number in American cities had tripled during the same period.

3) Movement to the cities effected not only the United States but also most of the Western World, as American Cities became a draw for immigration.

4) American cities grew both up and out during this period as the Skyscraper became part of the American skyline.

5) Americans were becoming commuters as they took trains and trolleys from the suburbs - this was the end of the walking city.

6) Cities soon were carved into different districts - business and residences and were segregated by race, ethnicity, and social class.

7) People were drawn off the farm by the Availability of Industrial Jobs.

8) Department stores drew in middle class shoppers and provided urban working class jobs - mostly to women.

9) A throwaway culture replaced the conserving culture of rural society.

10) Rapid growth led to problems - lack of sanitary facilities, impure water, uncollected garbage, unwashed bodies and the droppings of animals.

11) Slums developed especially after the development of the “Dumbbell” tenement.

12) Many poor stayed in flophouses.

13) These conditions drove the middle class to the bedroom communities that surround the cities.

The New Immigration
1) From the 1850s-1870s over 2million immigrants came to America.

2) Most immigrants from this old immigration were from the British Isles and Western Europe.

3) The Old Immigrants were also mainly Protestant. (except the Catholic Irish and Germans)

4) In the 1880s onward Immigrants were different 

a)  “New Immigrants” were from Southern and Eastern Europe.

b) They were Catholic, Jewish and Eastern Orthodox.

c) They were poor and different culturally.

d) “Native” Americans feared that these immigrants would not assimilate.

e) 25% of these immigrants were “birds of passage” worked in America for money and then returned to their countries of origin.

Reactions to the New Immigration 

1) The Federal and State Government did little to help immigrants to assimilate.

2) The immigration and the mass migration from the farms overwhelmed City Governments.

3) Urban Political Machines would pick up the slack providing jobs to immigrants in return for support at the polls.

4) Reacting to corruption in the cities and the massive immigration reformers eventually responded.

5) Walter Rauschenbusch and Washington Gladden would begin preaching the “social gospel.” (based their ideas on the “sermon on the mount”)

6) These Christian Socialist believed that the churches should tackle the burning issues of the day.

7) Inspired by the social gospel middle class women took action

a) Jane Addams would found Hull House – a settlement house, which taught English, provide day care and promote cultural activities.

b) Florence Kelley would battle for laws that would protect women, children, black and consumers.

c) Addams and Kelley would blaze a trail for women in the area of social work and working in the city in general.

8) More than 1 million women joined the workforce in the 1890s but these jobs would follow strict social codes.

a) With social work and secretarial jobs going to white native born women.

b) Immigrants were often clustered in particular industries.

Narrowing the Welcome Mat

1) Nativism returned in the 1880s in reaction to New Immigration.

2) “Native” Americans blamed immigrants for the degradation of urban government and feared their doctrines of socialism, communism and anarchism.

3) Trade Unionists were angered by immigrants willing to work for starvation wages, their willingness to act as a strikebreaker and by how hard they were to Unionize.

4) The American Protective Association (APA) was an anti-immigrant organization that would oppose Roman Catholic candidates.

5) Many laws would pass in the 1880s, which would limit immigration – including the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act.

Darwin Disrupts the Churches

1) Modern trends struck many blows to old time religion during this period.

2) In On the Origin of Species by Charles Darwin proposed that humans had slowly evolved from lower forms of life – via survival of the fittest.
3) This cast serious doubts on the literal interpretation of the bible.
4) A division developed between fundamentalist and Modernist who were able to reconcile Darwinism and Christianity

Lust for Learning

1) In the 1870s more Americans accepted the idea that a free government cannot function with an ignorant population.
2) By 1870 most states made at least grade school education compulsory.
3) These laws also helped check the abuses of child labor.
4) States soon picked up the tab for textbooks and the number of teacher training (normal) schools increased.
5) New Immigration also brought strength to private Catholic Parochial school as Catholicism became the single largest denomination in America.
6) For adults the Chautauqua movement was launched which provided cities nationwide with educational lecture.
7) The result of this education movement was a falling illiteracy rate, which fell from 20% in 1870 to 10% in1900.
Booker T. Washington and WEB Du Bois* 

1) Booker T. Washington was a former slave who attended Hampton Institute by living under a boardwalk and cleaning classrooms.

2) Washington would eventually head the Tuskegee institute and promote the ideas of self-respect and economic security for blacks.

3) Washington avoided the issue of social equality and acquiesced to segregation in exchange for economic resources.

4) Tuskegee would allow George Washington Carver to develop novel uses for peanuts, Sweet potatoes and soybeans.

5)  Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois would disagree with Washington and would demand social equality for Blacks.

6) Du Bois believed that the “talented tenth” of blacks be given immediate access to the mainstream of American life.

7) Du Bois helped found the NAACP and would edit it publication the Crisis.

The Hallowed Halls of Ivy

1) Colleges and Universities also grew in number after the Civil War.

2) Especially numerous were the woman’s colleges such as Vassar.

3) Midwest Universities were open to both genders and ¼ of the graduates were women.

4) Also notable were the number of southern black colleges such as Howard, Hampton and Atlanta Universities.

5) The Morrill Act granted large tracks of public lands to states to create state universities.

6) Philanthropists also founded numerous universities during the period – Cornell in 1865, Stanford in 1891 and the University of Chicago all owed their existence to the big bucks of money barons.

The March of the Mind

1) Advances in medicine led to improvement in public health such as the stopping of public spitting and huge beards and an increase in life expectancy.

2) America would also make advances in psychology and Philosophy.

3) William James would help establish the modern discipline of behavior psychology.

4) James also made his mark with Pragmatism (1907) which argued that truth was to be tested by the practical consequences of an idea – this was action over theories.

5) Pragmatism is the basis for modern liberal reform movements, which will constant change in order to find a solution rather than to seek an absolute truth.

The Appeal of the Press

1) Increasing literacy increased America’s appetite for books.
2) By 1900 there were 9000 free circulating libraries in America.

3) The Linotype helped keep pace with the word hungry public.

4) Printing was easier but the expense of the machinery made newspapers less likely to write editorials that might offend their advertisers.

5) The period saw an increase in feature articles and non-controversial syndicated material.

6) Sensationalism also increased, as it was profitable to write on sex and scandal.

7) Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearse would make their names publishing this yellow journalism.

8) The Associated Press (AP) managed to offset some of the sensationalized material.

Apostles of Reform

1) Magazines would satisfy some of the need for good reading material.

2)  The Nation founded in 1865 by E.L. Godkin.

3) Godkin was a merciless social critic and a crusader for Civil Service Reform.

4) Henry George, who wrote Progress and Poverty, showed that a fixed amount of land and a growing population unjustifiable pushed up property values.
5) George believed that the windfall profits made by the increase in land value should be taxed at 100%.
6) Edward Bellamy wrote Looking Backward, which saw its hero awaken in a utopia in the year 2000 where the government has nationalized big business as a cure for injustices that had developed in the 1880s.
Postwar Writing

1) Literacy also increased the consumption of “dime novels.”

2) Lewis Wallace wrote Ben Hur, supporting the Holy Scriptures in response to Darwin.

3) Ben Hur was the Uncle Tom’s Cabin of the Anti-Darwinists as it sold around 2 million copies.

4) Another notable writer of the period was Horatio Alger who wrote 100s of volumes of juvenile fiction which showed that that virtue, honest, and industry are rewarded by with success.

5) Poets Walt Whitman and Emily Dickenson also wrote during this time.

Literary Landmarks

1) In novel writing the style of romantic sentimentality gave way to realism.

2) Kate Chopin wrote about adultery, suicide and women’s ambitions in The Awakening.
3) Mark Twain wrote the American masterpieces Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer as well as giving the Gilded Age its name.
4) William Dean Howells wrote about ordinary people and social themes in such works as A Modern Instance.

5) Henry James, William’s Brother, wrote several novels dealing with feminism and psychology such as Daisy Miller and The Wings of the Dove.
The New Morality

1) Victoria Woodhull and Tennessee Cleflin wrote a weekly, which challenged the conventional morality of the day.

2) Woodhull would charge that Henry Ward Beecher had carried on an adulterous affair.

3) Many Americans resisted this new morality – Anthony Comstock using the 1873 Comstock Law would personal declare war on the immoral.

4) The Gilded Age showed that women were in a period of economic freedom, which encouraged sexual freedom, which was reflected in soaring divorce rates, increased use of birth control, and increasingly frank discussions on sexual topics.

5) The City also made women more independent.

6) Charlotte Perkins Gillman – a major feminist prophet – published Women and Economics where she advocated centralized nurseries and cooperative kitchens to facilitate women’s movement to the workforce.   

7) By 1900 the suffrage movement had new life under the leadership of Carrie Chapman Catt – soon most of the west would grant women equal suffrage.

Prohibition of Alcohol and Social Progress
1) Women would also be leaders in social reform.

2) The Women’s Temperance Union was organized in 1874.

3) Its leaders were Francis Willard and Carrie A. Nation.

4) The Anti-Saloon League was formed in1893.

5) This movement’s victory would be the 18th Amendment in 1919, which started a period of prohibition.\
