
Chapter 25 (23) Notes – Political paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1865-1896
The "Bloody Shirt" Elects Grant

1) Grant is well "rewarded" for his service in the Civil War as he was awarded with houses and cash by citizens after the war. *

2) Grant had very little political experience and had only voted for the President once as he voted Democrat in 1856.

3) The Republican nominated him for the presidency in 1868 using his popularity and "waving the bloody shirt" to get him elected. *

4) Republicans told people to "vote as they shot"

5) Democrats ran Horatio Seymour, a conservative from New York.

6) Democrats only agreement was a denouncing of Reconstruction.

7) Results of the Election of 1868

a) Grant wins narrowly by 300,000 popular votes

b) Seymour wins most of the White vote even the votes from Texas, Mississippi, and Virginia not being counted.

c) Grant carried the election only because he carried the vote of the 500,000 former slaves. *

"The Era of Good Stealings"

1) Population skyrocketed in period after the war with the population in 1870 being nearly 27% more than it was in 1860.

2) The U.S. was now the 3rd most populous nation in the western world.
3) However the moral character was poor in this "gilded age" after the war.

4) The war had bred waste, extravagance, speculation and graft and with so much money available there was much corruption.

5) Corruption of the period included "Black Friday" where Jim Fisk and Jay Gould tried to corner the gold market by trying to influence Grant into preventing the Federal Treasury from interfering. *

6) Most cities were controlled by "political Machines" at this time.

7) New York was under the control of "Boss" Tweed who was able to Milk the city of $200 million through graft, bribery and fraudulent elections.

8) Tweed was brought down when The New York Times printed evidence against Tweed along with Cartoon attacks by Thomas Nast. *

9) Tweed was prosecuted by Samuel J. Tilden and died in prison but several hundred workingmen showed up for his funeral. * 

A Carnival of Corruption

1) The Worst scandal face by Grant's administration was the Credit Mobilier.

2) The Credit Mobilier was a construction company formed by insiders from the Union Pacific Railway.

3) The hired themselves to build the transcontinental railroad for $50,000 a mile even though it only cost $30,000. 

4) With dividends of 348% many shares were distributed to congress to keep them from blowing the whistle.

5) A congressional investigation later connected 2 congressmen and the Vice President with the scandal.

The Election of 1872

1) A liberal wing of the Republican Party is formed with the pledge to end Reconstruction and purification of the corrupt administration.

2) Liberal Republican chose Horace Greeley to be their standard bearer.

3) Greeley had attacked the Democrats during the war but they endorsed him as their candidate when he said he wanted to bridge the gap between north and south.

4) Greeley was attacked as a communist, a free lover, a vegetarian and a co-signer of Jefferson Davis' bail bond.

5) Grant was re-nominated by the Republicans and won the election only because Greeley was such a poor candidate.

6) Greeley lost the election, his wife and soon his life.

Depression and Demands for Inflation

1) The Panic of 1873 was caused by overreaching creation of railroads, mines, and factories.

2) In New York City there were more than fifteen thousand bankruptcies and riots among the unemployed.

3) This period saw a struggle between hard money advocates and Debtors who wanted more "cheap money" printed.

4) "Cheap Money" advocates thought that more money should be created backed by the Government which meant rising prices and easier to pay debts. *

5) "Hard Money" advocates thought that all money should be backed by Gold.

6) Grant and the Republicans became associated with "Sound Money" but this had a back lash as the Democrats won the House of Representatives in 1874 and helped create the Greenback Labor Party in 1878.

Politics in the Gilded Age

1) Gilded age was a very partisan period marked by close presidential elections a swinging back and forth in the control of congress and one party holding the presidency, House and Senate for only 6 years between 1869 and 1891.

2) Parties held similar stands on tariff, currency and civil service reform. *

3) Voter turnouts from this period have not been matched before of since. *

4) Partisan fervor can be explained by sharp ethnic and cultural difference between the parties.

5) Lifeblood of both parties was patronage where spoils went to the victors.

6) Within the Republican Party there was a battle between the "Stalwarts" who thought that civil service jobs should go to ones supporter and the "half-breeds who wanted reform.  *

The Election of 1876

1) Republicans

a) Many urged Grant to run for a third term but the House passed a resolution reminding the country of the two term tradition.

b) With the "half-breeds" and "stalwarts" feuding, it was agreed that the "great unknown" Rutherford B. Hayes should run.
c) Hayes was a former Union officer, three term governor from the pivotal state of Ohio.

2) Democrats

a) Ran Samuel J. Tilden who has put Boss Tweed in jail

b) Campaigned against Republican scandal and for sweeping reform

3) Results
a) The winner needed 185 electoral votes and Tilden had won 184 with the three states doubtful.

b) South Caroline, Louisiana and Florida all had sent two sets of returns.....one favoring the Democrats and One favoring the Republicans. *

c) Tilden was ahead of Hayes by 247,488 votes.

d) The twelfth amendment stated that the returns from the states should be opened in front of congress but did not prescribe what to do in this sort of crisis.

The Compromise of 1877

1) To prevent a conflict a compromise was worked out with the votes being counted by an electoral commission.

2) The commission was made up of 8 republicans and 7 democrats from the House, Senate and Supreme Court

3) The commission voted according to party lines and selected Hayes to be president.

4) To appease the South a second part of the Compromise was passed ending Reconstruction in the South by withdrawing Federal troops.  *

5) The Compromise of 1877 ended the Republican's commitment to black equality.

Plessy v. Ferguson

1) In 1883 the Supreme Court ruled that the 14 Amendment only applied to government violations of civil rights not violations by individuals.

2) The South quickly started to suppress the rights of blacks as they were condemned to conditions little better than slavery and segregated into inferior schools and legally separated from whites in public facilities.
3) The Supreme Court rules that segregation was constitutional under the 14th amendment and long as the separation was "equal."  This case is known as Plessy v. Ferguson. *

Rutherford B. Hayes in Office

1) The years in office for Hayes could be described as turbulent noted for much labor unrest. *

2) Labor unrest was cause by the years of deflation and depression after the Panic of 1873. *

3) Railroad strikes in Pittsburgh and Baltimore forced Hayes to put down labor riots with federal troops. *

4) As economic unrest spread to California it created a conflict between the Irish and the Chinese as the Chinese were perceives as working for to little money.

5) Irish gangs led by Denis Kearny terrorized Chinese immigrants and congress tried to pass a law restricting Chinese immigration only to have it vetoed by Hayes.

6) Congress Passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 when Hayes was out of office. *

The Election of 1880

1) Republicans
a) Once again their was a conflict between the "half-breeds and the stalwarts"

b) This time to break the impasse James Garfield from Ohio was nominated.

c) Garfield was a moderate "half breed", Civil War General and the Republican platform endorsed some civil service reform and a protective tariff.

d) Also on the ticket was the "stalwart" Chester A. Arthur

e) Tried to elect another president using the "bloody shirt"

2) Democrats

a) Ran Civil War General Winfield S. Hancock.

b) Popular in the South

c) Believe in civil service reform and the tariff for revenue only.

3) Results

a) Garfield wins just barely but is gunned down by a disappointed "stalwart" office seeker named Guiteau.

b) Chester A. Arthur becomes president.

Chester A. Arthur's Presidency
1) Arthur did not seem to be qualified for the presidency and many people underestimated him.

2) Arthur prosecuted fraud in the post office and gave the cold shoulder to office seekers.

3) Garfield's death by "spoils-man" produced a call for civil service reform.

4) After losing control of the House in 1882 republicans led by Arthur helped pass the Pendleton Act of 1883 which prohibited financial assessments of civil service applicants and forced many jobs to be filled only by those who pass qualifying exams. *

5) However, politicians always in search of money turned to corporations for their main source of cash for elections.  *

6) Arthur upset many powerful republicans with his reforms and he was denied the nomination in 1884.

Election of 1884

1) Republicans
a) nominated "half breed" leader James Blain

b) Blain was tainted by scandal and Republican reformers bailed on the party joining the Democrats now known as the Mugwumps.
2) Democrats

a) victory starved for not having won an election since Buchanan the Democrats nominated noted reformer Grover Cleveland. *

b) Cleveland was tainted by having an illegitimate son by a Buffalo widow.

3) results

a) one of the dirtiest elections in US history as personalities became the main focus of the election.

b) Chant among republicans was "ma, ma, where's my pa? as democrats shouted back "gone to the white house ha, ha, ha!"
c) A Blain partisan in New York called the Democrats the party of "Rum, Romanism and Rebellion" which lost him the Irish Catholic vote.

d) Cleveland won 219 to 182 electoral votes and 4,879,507 to 4,850,293 popular votes.

President Grover Cleveland

1) Cleveland believed in laissez-faire government which pleased business and banks. *

2) Believe that "though the people support the government, the government should not support the people.

3) Cleveland's worst crisis was his battle with Civil War Pensioners as many bills were passed to help the veterans, Cleveland veto them because they had gaping loopholes and rewarded people who had not served.

4) Cleveland also came out for a lower tariff because he thought lower tariffs meant lower prices for consumers and less protection for monopolies. *

5) Tackling the tariff issue created a real issue to divide the two parties in the election of 1888. *

The Election of 1888

1) Democrats ran Cleveland despite his unpopular tariff stand.

2) Republicans ran the grand son of former president William Henry Harrison..... Benjamin Harrison.

3) campaign ran a much higher level than the 1884 campaign.

4) Republicans published a letter from a British minister which stated that a vote for Cleveland and his free trade was a vote for England, thus losing the democrats the crucial Irish vote in New York.

5) Results: Harrison wins in the electoral college 233 t0 Cleveland's 168 and wins the election even though Cleveland beat Harrison in the popular vote 5,537,857 to 5,447,129.

Benjamin Harrison
1) Inaugurated March 4, 1889

2) Cleveland held umbrella over him as it rained

3) Spoils went to the republicans – James Blain becomes sec. of state and due to loyalty to party when Mugwumps joined Democrats – Theodore Roosevelt becomes head of the Civil Service Commission.

Billion-Dollar Congress

1) Republicans inherited a surplus (and did not want to give up high tariff) but had slim majority in House – Democrats tried to slow business by not responding to roll call.

2) Thomas B. Reed (Speaker) believed majority should rule and instituted harsh rules to keep business going.

3) Congress was first to spend Billion Dollars.

4) Bestowed huge pensions on CW vets.
5) Western Farmers pushed congress to pass Sherman Silver Purchase act

a) more silver coined to inflate currency creating higher prices and lower debts.

b) East upset by plan.

6) McKinley Tariff Bill 1890

a) boosted tariff to highest peace time level + 2cent bounty on sugar.

b) raised tariff on all agriculture products

c) prices went up but now cost of production was more.

7) Congressional Election of 1890 cut Republicans in House to 88 members – 235 Dems and 9 Farmer’s Alliance Members.

Homestead Steel Strike

1) Before 1892 Election – part of labor strife which caused depression.

2) One of Andrew Carnegie’s Steel Plants run by Henry Clay Frick.

3) Wages were cut and wall built around plant.

4) Workers went on strike and Frick called 300 Pinkerton Agents to put down strike.

5) Battle between workers and agents killed ten people – state troops sent in to stop violence.

6) Strike committee put on trial.
Election of 1892
1) Dems – Grover Cleveland – wanted to lower tariff

2) Reps – B. Harrison – keep protective tariff

3) People’s Party (Populist) – General James B. Weaver – free and unlimited silver – government ownership of telegraph and Railroads.

4) Populist attracted discontented –mainly from west and Midwest  – with over 1 million votes and 22 electoral votes – failed to attract workers or south as blacks supported populist so white poor did not (and black were prevented from voting)

5) Cleveland Wins and takes office again in 1893.

Depression of 1893 
1) Caused by overbuilding, over speculation, labor disorders and continued agricultural depression.
2) Argument over free silver hurt America’s credit rating.

3) Masses became unemployed and wandered country as hobos

4) Charities failed to fix problems.

5) Cleveland believed that nature should take its course and did nothing for the suffering.

6) Sherman Silver purchase act caused problems could trade silver for certificates and then certificates for gold – price fixed and gold was being depleted.
7) Cleveland tried to repeal – summoned congress to an extra session – Dems tried to filibuster but Cleveland broke. 

8) Repeal did not fix a problem so they turned to industry.

9) J.P. Morgan lent $65 million in gold – ½ obtained abroad.

Pullman Strike 1894
1) Led by Eugene V. Debs

2) Helped organize the American Railway Union of about 150,000 members.

3) Pullman maintained a model town where workers were forced to live.
4) During depression Pullman cut wages by 1/3 but did not cut rent of expenses.

5) Workers struck – supported by AMU – would not handle trains with Pullman cars.

6) Mail cars were placed on trains and troops sent to put down strike as it was interfering with the mail.

7) Court Injunction also issued and Debs jailed for failing to obey.

Wilson Gorman Tariff 1894
1) Dems tried to reduce McKinley tariff

2) Bill created was mostly pork but reduced tariff.

3) Featured an Income tax for first time – later struck down by Supreme Court.
4) Tariff was unpopular and helped gain Reps House in 1894 (244 to 105)


