
The Ordeal of Reconstruction,  1865-1877

Problems of Peace

- How was the South to be rebuilt?  

-  What would happen to the South's economy?

-  What would happen to the liberated blacks?

- How would the South be reintegrated into the Union?

- What would happen to the leaders of the confederacy?


-Jefferson Davis was clapped in irons and imprisoned for two years but was eventually released an was pardoned by Johnson in 1868.


- A century later the restored congress restored Davis' citizenship.


- The civil war had brought an end to an age and destroyed the economy of the South.


Factories were shut down, banks were closed and cotton fields were ruined and did not produce as they had before the war until 1870 mainly from new acreage in the Southwest.


despite defeat the Southerners remained defiant and continued to believe that their views on secession had been correct.

Unfettered Freedom

- Despite the Emancipation Proclamation and the North winning the war Blacks were not freed evenly around the South.

- Many states protested that slavery was still legal until their state governments acted of the issue was decided by the Supreme Court.

- At the end of the war some slaves even resisted the Union forces but others reacted violently upon their liberation and gave their former masters a taste of their own medicine.

- Many former slaves joined the Union troops and their pillaging of the South.

- Many slaves were re-enslaved after Union forces moved on only to be emancipated again by another regiment.

- eventual the entire South was forced to recognize emancipation.

- Former slaves often took to the roads to find loved ones that they had been separated from during slavery.

- Many freedman sought to have their slave marriage formalized as their first acts of freedom.

- To put as much distance between themselves and slavery many freedman moved westward particularly to Kansas - these people were known as the "Exodusters"

The Freedman's Bureau

- Many abolitionist believed that freedman needed training as to how to survive.

- Congress created the Freedman's Bureau in 1865 in order to provide food, clothing, education and land to freedman and white refugees.

- The Bureau was headed by Union General Oliver O. Howard who would later found and serve as president of Howard University.

- The Bureau's greatest accomplishment was education as it taught about 200,000 blacks to read.

- The Bureau failed in its other goals and distributed virtually no land.

- Southerners resented the freedman's bureau for it threatened to upset white domination.

- Andrew Johnson repeatedly tried to kill it.

Johnson:  The Tailor President

- Andrew Johnson came from more humble circumstances than Abraham Lincoln growing up an orphan and apprentice to a tailor.

- Johnson entered politics in Tennessee and became an impassioned champion of poor whites against planter aristocrats.

- Johnson was the only Southern Senator not to secede with his state.

- When Tennessee was taken by the North he became its military governor.

- In 1864 when Lincoln formed the Union party to ally war Democrats with Republicans, Johnson was chosen to be his running mate.

- Johnson was known for his honesty and for being devoted to duty and to the people.

- He also was a dogmatic champion of states rights and was a Southerner who did not understand the North and turned out to be the wrong man to Reconstruct America.

Presidential Reconstruction

- Lincoln never believed that the South had legally left

the Union and offered a simple plan for seceded states to rejoin.

· In 1863 Lincoln proclaimed the "Ten Percent" Reconstruction plan where if 10% of a state who had voted in the election took an oath of allegiance and pledged to abide by emancipation

· the state could re-establish their state government and it would be admitted to the Union

- Congressional Republicans thought that Lincoln's plan was too soft and would allow the planter aristocracy to have too much power.

- Congress passed the Wade-Davis in 1864 which required 50% of the States Voters to take the oath of allegiance and demanded protections for emancipation.

- Lincoln "pocket vetoed" this measure.

- The controversy that was revealed by this issue showed the differences between Lincoln and Congress where many thought that the South should be treated as conquered provinces and be readmitted only under Congress' conditions.

- because of Lincoln's assassination the task of reconstruction fell to Andrew Johnson.

- Johnson quickly recognized several of Lincoln's 10% government and made his own Reconstruction proclamation

- Johnson's plan disfranchised top Confederates and asked that petition him for personal pardons.

- Johnson also required to Southern states to repeal their articles of secession, repudiate all Confederate debts and ratify the 13th Amendment.

The Baleful Black Codes

- The South moved quickly to meet Johnson's demands and re-establish their governments but nature of these governments angered Congressional Republicans.

- The new Southern regimes passed Black Codes to regulate the affairs of emancipated blacks.

- The black Codes were designed to insure a stable labor supply.

- penalties were placed on people who jumped their contracts and violators were dragged back by "Negro-catchers"

- Blacks code not serve on juries.

- blacks could be punished for being idle

- poverty stricken blacks were driven to become share croppers and Northerners were under the impression that the freedman were being re-enslaved.

Congressional Reconstruction

- The Southern States would send many leading Confederates to Congress which angered republicans and they refused to seat the these representatives.

- The Republicans had a free hand when the South had been out of the Union and had passed many bills that the South had previously blocked.

- the South after the Civil War had even more representatives than before because the former slaves now counted as a whole person.

- Republicans thought that Southerner would join with Northern Democrats and perpetuate the Black Codes.

- Congress soon battled Johnson over the Shape of Reconstruction as he would use the veto to block the extension of the Freedman's bureau and 1866 Civil Rights Bill and several other measures.

- Congress would re-pass or over ride Johnson repeatedly.

- Congress would also propose the 14th Amendment which  a) gave civil right and citizenship to the freedman b) reduced Southern representation in congress if they denied blacks the vote c) denied federal and state office to Confederates who had once sworn allegiance to the US.

- Johnson urged the South to reject this measure.

- in 1866 the Republicans would be able to put more pressure on Johnson as they gained a 2/3 majority in both houses of Congress.

- Led by Radical Republicans Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner, the Congress would oppose quick restoration of the South.

- Republicans wanted to ensure the enfranchisement of black voters.

Reconstruction by the Sword

- Congress passed the Military Reconstruction Act March 2, 1867.

- The South was divided into 5 military districts.

- Stringent conditions were placed on the South for re-admission into the Union.

-The South had to ratify the 14th Amendment and guarantee full suffrage for former adult male slaves.

- To guarantee the vote for black the Congress would propose the 15th Amendment.

- The Congress had severely hurt the power of the president and seem to violate the constitution with military rule but it was not challenged by the Supreme Court.

- Eventually the South returned to Southern Control which invariably became white and Democratic.

- Military Reconstruction ended in 1877 with a compromise that withdrew the troops in exchange for the Democrats not challenging the results of the election of 1876.

- Left out in the cold by Congressional Reconstruction were woman.

- Women were not covered by the 14th and 15th Amendments even though leaders like Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony had struggled on behalf of emancipation.

- Woman would not be given the vote for another 50 years.

Realities of Radical Reconstruction in the South

- both Lincoln and Johnson proposed that blacks who qualified through education, military service or property be given the right to vote.

- Congress was at first reluctant to do this and the 14th Amendment did not guarantee the right to vote on blacks but soon insisted on the South giving blacks the right to vote even while the north still resisted.

- It would take to 15th Amendment to give blacks a constitutional right to vote.

- During Reconstruction 5 states had a majority of black voters but only South Carolina managed to have a majority of blacks elected to either representative body in the states.

- Never the less this period is called black reconstruction as the South elected more than a dozen congressman and two senators.  (Hiram Revels and Blanche Bruce from Miss.)

- many of those elected were educated but many were not and fell under the control of Northerners who had moved south known as carpetbaggers or southern republicans known as scalawags.

- this period was rife with corruption in both the north and the South but these legislatures did manage to pass badly needed reforms such as public schools.

The Ku Klux Klan

- Many southerners resorted to savage measures against radical rule.

- the Ku Klux Klan was founded in Tennessee by Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

- The Klan used terror, violence and trickery to prevent blacks from voting, in one Louisiana parish two hundred victims were killed or wounded.

- Congress passed the Force Acts of 1870 to try and stop the Klan but by this time much of the damage was done and whites would become more secretive or would use economic measures instead.

- eventually whites would establish "home rule" with white racist "redeemer" governments.

- After reconstruction the South began to openly flout the 14th and 14th Amendments and prevented blacks from voting with literacy tests, poll taxes and the grandfather clause.

Johnson Walks the Impeachment Plank

- As Johnson continued to block Radical Republican action they decided to remove him through constitutional processed.

- Though accused of drunkenness the main charge against Johnson was the violation of the Tenure of Office Act of 1867 which required the consent of the Senate in order to fire a cabinet official. 

- Johnson dismissed Republican Lincoln holdover Edwin Stanton in 1868 and the House Impeached Johnson.

- Johnson was saved from being removed from office by one vote in the Senate which avoided a precedent that would have weakened the executive branch.

The Purchase of Alaska 

- In 1867 Russia was eager to get rid of Alaska because it was furred out and it might cause a conflict with Great Britain.

- Sec. of State Seward was able to purchase Alaska for  $7.2 Million.

- Seward was an expansionist but was ridiculed for purchasing Alaska.

- Alaska would turn out to be a bargain when the Klondike Gold Rush exploded at the end of the century.

Heritage of Reconstruction

- Southern Whites would go on an preserve their system of racial dominance.

- Had Thaddeus Steven's radical program of political reforms and protections had passed perhaps things might have been different.


