
Chapter 21 Notes
Bull Run Ends the “Ninety Day War”
1)
April 15, 1861 Lincoln called for 75,000 Militiamen believing that they would be fighting for ninety days.

2)
Lincoln hopes a swift display of federal force would influence the rebellious states to return to the Union.

3)
Lincoln hoped that if the Union army subdued a smaller Confederate force at Bull Run Creek that the US may quickly move on and capture the Confederate capital at Richmond.

4)
On July 21, 1861 the Union force attacked but were routed by Confederate forces led by “Stonewall Jackson.

5)
Victory was worse than Defeat for the South as there was a feeling that the was over reducing the number of recruits.

6)
The North was given a wake up call and Now knew that the war would not be over quickly.

Lincoln’s Plan for Total War

1)
After McClellan’s disastrous Peninsula campaign  Lincoln changed his strategy toward the War by beginning to draft the Emancipation Proclamation and developing a plan for total war.

2)
Lincoln’s Plan called for 

a)
blockading southern Coasts

b)
cutting the Confederacy in 1\2 by taking the Mississippi.

c)
liberating the slaves.

d)
chopping the South to pieces by sending troops through Georgia and the Carolinas.

e)
Take Richmond.

f)
Engage the enemy’s main strength and grind it into submission.

The War At Sea

1)
Blockade was leaky at first but grew as war raged on.

2)
Britain did not object to blockade because it was a tactic that they like to use in war.

3)
Confederacy tried to get around blockade with Blockade runners who would make a fortune if their goods got through to the South.

4)
Blockade was also threatened by a new class of ships called Ironclads.

5)
The most famous Confederate Ironclad was a refurbish Union ship called the Merrimack (renamed by the Confederates the Virginia)

6)
The Union fought back with their own Ironclad called the Monitor which was dubbed a cheesebox on a raft for its shape.

7)
Fought Merrimack to a standstill but Merrimack would finally be destroyed by Confederate troops to keep it out of Union Hands.

The Pivotal Point: Antietam

1)
Most battles a the beginning of the war went to the Confederacy and the Union desperately needed a victory in 1862.

2)
The North and south met for battle at Antietam Creek, Maryland on September 17, 1862 where McClellan succeeded in stopping a northward advance by Lee.

3)
McClellan had been aided by a set of Lee’s battle plans that had been carelessly dropped by a confederate officer.

4)
McClellan was remove from command a second time for not living up to Lincoln’s expectations.

5)
In August of 1863 Lincoln had been attacked in the New York Tribune for not changing the focus of the war toward the elimination of slavery.

6)
Lincoln replied:

If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could do it b freeing some and leaving others alone, I would also do that.  What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do because I believe that it helps save this Union.

7)
Antietam was one of the most decisive battles of the war as it prevented mediation by France and Britain and gave Lincoln the “victory” he needed to launch the emancipation proclamation.

8)
Upon advice from Secretary of State Seward Lincoln concluded he must free the slaves and on September 23, 1862 Lincoln made a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation giving the South until January  1,1863 to return to the Union or he would declare their slaves to be forever free.

9)
On January 1st the Proclamation was official and the slaves in states still in rebellion were declared “forever free.”
10)
The actual freeing of all of the slaves in the United States was not achieved until the ratification of the 13th Amendment.

11)
Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation:

a)
Announcement was widely praised by abolitionist.

b)
There was opposition in the Border States and the Administration lost badly in the Autumn 1862 Election.

c)
The South called Lincoln a fiend and was trying to stir up slave insurrections.

d)
North’s Moral Case for war was improved and intervention from Europe was doomed.

Blacks Battle Bondage

1)
After the Emancipation Proclamation Lincoln took steps to enlist blacks into the armed forces.

2)
By the end of the war 180,000 blacks served in Union armies, most from slave states.

3)
Served Valiantly in five hundred engagements and earned 22 Medals of Honor.

4)
The South did not enlist blacks in military until one month before the fighting had ended.

Lee’s Last Lunge at Gettysburg

1)
After Antietam Burnside replaced McClellan.

2)
Burnside felt he was not capable to lead the army which he quickly proved to be true by being slaughtered at Fredericksburg.

3)
Hooker replaced Burnside but was beaten by Lee at Chancellorville. (Jackson is Killed)

4)
Lee felt that it was now time to go on the offensive and give strength to the peace movement in the North.

5)
Meade was now the commander of the Union forces and his 92,000 men met Lee’s 76,000 men on the fields of Gettysburg.

6)
Battle seesawed back and forth for three days until the failure of Pickett’s charge broke the back of the Confederate attack and perhaps their cause.

7)
A  Confederate peace mission that had been sent to Washington was not allowed to pass through Union lines, the Southern cause was doomed at this point but the war would go on for nearly two more years.

The War in the West

1)
Lincoln’s General in the west was Ulysses S. Grant.

2)
Grant had the reputation as a hard drinker but Lincoln like him because “he fights”
3)
Grant rose to fame with 1862 victories in Tennessee but was slowed at the gory battle at Shiloh in April showing that the west would not fall easily.

4)
In the Spring of 1862 a flotilla under the command of Admiral Farragut seized New Orleans.

5)
Grant was given command of the western theater and he laid siege to Vicksburg the last stronghold on the Mississippi.

6)
After a long siege that drove the garrison at Vicksburg to eat mules and Rats and to live in caves they surrendered to Grant on July 4, 1863.

7)
The victory at Vicksburg came the day after the victory at Gettysburg, these victories help end anti-war protests in the Ohio valley by giving them back their traditional trade rout down the Mississippi.

8)
The twin victories tipped the diplomatic scale toward the Union and killed a deal the confederacy had with France for six naval vessels.

Sherman Scorches the South

1)
Grant captured Chattanooga and was made general in chief.

2)
Georgia’s conquest was entrusted to Sherman.

3)
Sherman captured Atlanta and while the city was set on fire.

4)
Sherman then commenced a 250-mile march to the sea where his men lived of the land scouring it of every thing that was not nailed down from Georgia to Savannah.

5)
On the way Sherman burned building and destroyed railways rattling supply lines and weakening moral of the confederates.

6)
Sherman’s “total war” tactics may have shortened the war and thereby saved lives.

7)
Sherman seized Savannah as a Christmas present for Lincoln.

Politics of War

1)
A major threat to the War effort in the North was the Northern Democrats.

2)
The Northern Democrats had split between “Peace Democrats” and War Democrats”
3)
The extreme were the “Copperheads who were against Emancipation and called Lincoln the “Illinois Ape”
4)
Notorious among the Copperheads was Clement L. Vallandighan from Ohio who denounced the War.

5)Vallandighan was tried by Military tribunal for treason and was imprison and eventually dumped behind confederate lines.

Election of 1864

1)
Fearing defeat the Republicans joined the “War Democrats” and formed the Union Party.

2)
There was some initial hesitation toward Lincoln and a serious consideration to replace him with Chase but Lincoln was eventually re-nominated without serious dissent.

3)
The Democrats nominated McClellan.

4)
Early in the campaign the War was going badly and the was another thought of dumping Lincoln however as the fortunes of War changed so did the fortunes of the Union Party.

5)
Lincoln won the Election 212 to 21 Electoral votes for McClellan who took 45% of the popular vote.

Grant Outlasts Lee

1)
Grants strategy was to attack all of the enemies armies at one so they could not help one another.

2)
Starting in 1864 Grant was chasing Lee around Virginia trading 2 men 1 but still beating the enemy to his knees.

3)
In early 1865 the Confederates were desperately trying to negotiate a peace between two nations but Lincoln refused.

4)
Finally Grant cornered Lee at Appomattox Court House in Virginia in April 1865 and Lee Surrendered.

The Martyrdom of Lincoln 

1)
On April 14, 1865 Lincoln was Assassinate at Ford’s theater by John Wilkes Booth.

2)
Died at the Pinnacle of his fame

3)
Probably a calamity for the south a only Lincoln would have been able to forge a gentle reconstruction


