
President of the Disunited States

1) Abraham Lincoln took the oath of office on March 4, 1861.

2) Seven states had now left the Union and eight more were teetering toward leaving.

3) Secession turned out to be impracticable because of problems ranging from division of the territories and the debt to a physical geography that went against separation. (Appalachian Mountains and Mississippi both ran the wrong way)

4) European nations would be delighted with idea two weak nations in North America rather than one strong one.

South Carolina Assails Fort Sumter

1) Issue of how to divide the nation led to conflict over the matter of federal forts in the South.

2) Fort Sumter was still under the control of the Union but was running low on supplies.

3) Lincoln decided to cautiously provision the fort not reinforce it.  
4) South saw this as reinforcement anyway and fired on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861.

Border States

1) Critical to Union's effort in the War.

2) White Population was as large as 1/2 of the Entire Confederacy.

3) If Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri had seceded the South's manufacturing capability would have doubled.

4) Lincoln kept the Border States in line with such less than legal tactics as declaring martial law in Maryland.

5) Lincoln echoed the Unionist cries of Webster by declaring that he was not fighting to free the slaves.

Indians during the Civil War

1) In Indian Territory (Oklahoma), most of the Five Civilized Tribes sided with the Confederacy.

2) The confederacy took over payments to these tribes and invited them to send delegations to the Confederate Congress.
3) These tribes supplied troops to the Confederate Army.

4) Plains Indians sided with the Union but after the war they were rewarded with a military campaign to place them on reservations.

The Balance of Forces

1) Southern Strengths

a) Fighting defensive war.

b) Only had to fight to a draw.

c) Had talented military leadership.

d) Accustomed to managing horses and bearing weapons.

2) Southern Weaknesses

a) Scarcity of factories

b) Shortages of supplies

c) Shortages of food

d) Weak transportation system.

e) Economy
3) Northern Strengths

a) Economy (huge number of farms and factories)

b) 3/4 of Nation's Wealth

c) 3/4 of Nation's Railroads

d) Controlled the Sea

e) Greater Manpower (22 million people compared to 9 million in South that included 3.5 million slaves)

f) Soldiers that eventually became known for their discipline and determination.

4) Northern Weaknesses

a) Poor leadership that was chosen through a costly trial and error method.

b)  Soldiers who were initially unprepared to fight.

Dethroning of King Cotton

1) South was counting on foreign intervention to turn the war to their favor.

2) European ruling classes were sympathetic to the Confederate cause but the masses of working people were mainly for the North because it might lead to an end to slavery.

3) Cotton was seen to be a means of leverage for the South but there was a surplus of cotton in English warehouses.

4) North's shipments of wheat and corn out weighed England's need for cotton.

5) Union shipped much of cotton it captured in the war to Europe.

6) Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation made support for South by Governments of England and France impossible.

The Decisiveness of Diplomacy

1) American Diplomacy was critical for both the North and the South during the Civil War.

2) South always held on to the dream of foreign intervention on their behalf.

3) The Union stirred up tensions with Britain by stopping the British mail steamer and removed two Confederate diplomats.

4) Britain prepared for war but slow communications gave both sides a chance to cool off.

5) England built "Commerce Raiders" such as the Alabama, for the Confederacy which threatened Union shipping by capturing 250 ships.

6) France took advantage of the Civil War by placing Austrian Arch Duke Maximilian on the Throne of Mexico in violation of the Monroe Doctrine.

7) The French abandoned Maximilian after the Civil War when Secretary of State Seward prepared to Authorized the Army to march south.

President Davis vs. President Lincoln

1) Confederate government was States for Rights.
2) Davis was an eloquent orator and able administrator but did not enjoy public popularity

3) Davis tended to defy rather than lead public opinion.

4) The North enjoyed the prestige of a long established government.

5) Lincoln started out with little experience but grew on the job as a tactful, quiet, patient, yet firm leader.

6) Lincoln was able to exercise arbitrary authority as president by increasing the size of the Union army and proclaiming a blockade without approval of Congress.

7) Lincoln used federal troops to intimidate voters in Maryland to achieve the desired result.

Volunteers and Draftees: North and South

1) Northern Armies were first manned with Volunteers but by 1863 volunteering slacked off.

2) Congress passed a federal conscription law in 1863.

3) Law was unequal as the rich could hire a substitute or purchase an exemption for $300.

4) An anti-draft riot broke out in New York City in 1863 touched off mainly by anti-black Irish Americans.

5) Bounty brokers found people to be substitute soldiers but these "bounty boys" would often desert only be hired by someone else thus making more money.

6)  In the Confederate Army there were similar exemptions for the rich.

7) War was dubbed "a rich man's war but a poor man's fight.

Prosperity in the North

1) Civil war generated prosperity in North.

2) Created a Millionaire class for the first time from sale of weapons and surpluses of grain.

3) Only industry to suffer setback was ocean-carrying trade.

4) War opened up opportunities for women as women were able to get jobs in new industries with men away at war.

Crushed Cotton Kingdom

1) Blockade and destruction by invaders during war took a terrible toll on South.

2) South had 30% of Nations wealth in 1860 but only 12% in 1870.


