
Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854-1861

· Uncle Tom’s Cabin

· Harriet Beecher Stowe was determined to awaken the North to the wickedness of Slavery.

· Book was full of powerful imagery including the splitting up of slave families.

· As sales ran into the millions book became the most powerful book in American History in its political force.

· After reading thousands of Northerners swore they would have nothing to do with the Fugitive Slave Law.

· Novel’s popularity even helped deter the governments of France and England from siding with the South during the Civil War.

· “Bleeding Kansas”
· In reaction to Kansas Nebraska Act it became a contest on who would win in Kansas - Slaveholders or non-slaveholders.

· Most northerners were ordinary settlers but many were sponsored by the New England Emigrant Aid Company to fill land with free soilers.

· Many of these Emigrants came equip with “Beecher’s Bibles” to ward off trouble from Slaveholders.

· Southerners felt betrayed because they had understood that the splitting of territory into two parts was to mean that Nebraska was to be free and Kansas was to be slave.

· Very few Slaveholders actually moved to Kansas.

· During election for territorial government pro-slavery “border ruffians” came in from Missouri and voted early and often for a pro-slavery government to be set up in Shawnee Mission.

· Anti-Slavery “Jayhawkers” would not follow results of fraudulent election and set up own government in Topeka. 

· Violence broke out in 1856 with pro-slavery raiders shot up and burned free soil Lawrence Kansas.

· John Brown a militant abolitionist sought revenge by hacking to pieces five “proslaveryites” at Pottawatomie Creek.

· Pro-slavery forces set up a vote for a state constitution that would not allow a direct vote on Slavery.

· President Pierce supported this “Lecomton Constitution” which divided the Democratic Party as Stephen Douglas crushed his presidential hopes by coming out against it.

· Fighting continued in Kansas until it merged with the fighting of the Civil War.

· Fighting In Congress

· Charles Sumner of Massachusetts condemned popular sovereignty in a blistering speech about the fighting in Kansas.

· In speech Sumner attacked and insulted S.C. Senator Andrew Butler.

· Butler’s cousin congressman Preston Brooks challenges Sumner to a duel.

· When Brooks is dismissed by Sumner, Brooks beats him with his cane on Senate Floor.

· Shows how dangerously inflamed passions were becoming in the North and South.

· Election of 1856

· Democrats

· Shied away from Pierce as to weak and tainted by Kansas.

· Douglas hurt by stand on Lecomton Constitution.

· James Buchanan was out of the country during Kansas uproar and had few enemies, gets the nod as democratic candidate.

· Republicans

· nominate John C. Fremont

· Comes out against extension of slavery into the territories.

· American (know Nothings)

· Nominate Milliard Filmore

· very secretive

· were anti-foreigner and anti-Catholic (nativist)

· Americans must rule America.

· Filmore endorsed by Whigs.

· Results

· Buchanan wins 174 electoral votes to Fremont’s 114 and Filmore’s 8 (popular vote 1,832,955 to 1,339,932 to 871,731)

· People were afraid Republicans would force a war.

· Many Northerner were still unionist and were making money off the South.

· Dred Scott 1857

· Slave that was brought into free Illinois and Wisconsin territory.

· sued for freedom because on free-soil

· Case could have been thrown out because Scott was not a citizen but Pro-southern Court made sweeping judgment on slavery.

· Stated that slaves could be brought into any state and held there as slaves because they were property and the 5th Amendment forbade the government from depriving people of their property.

· Declared the now defunct Missouri Compromise Unconstitutional.

· This opinion undercut the rallying cry of the republicans and they set themselves up to defy it.

· Abraham Lincoln

· Did not have a rapid rise in politics.

· Served one term in congress in 1847-1849

· •
Kansas-Nebraska Act motivated him from within.

· Emerged as one of the foremost Republican orators and nearly was nominated Vice President in 1856.

· Ran against Douglas for the Senate in 1858.

· Challenged Douglas a devastating debater to a series of debates in Illinois.

· Lincoln was almost able to pin Douglas at Freeport where Douglas was forced to say that popular sovereignty out weighed the Dred Scott Decision.

· Douglas defeated Lincoln for the Senate seat.

· John Brown

· Planned a raid on Harper’s Ferry hoping to furnish arms for a slave revolt.

· Seized the Federal Arsenal and killed several innocent people.

· Brown captured and is put to death becoming a martyr the abolitionist cause.

· Most moderate Republicans deplored Brown’s act.

· Southerners were sure that the North was full of “Brown loving Republicans”
· Election of 1860

· Split of the Democrats

· Douglas was leading candidate for Northern Democrats but his stand on the Lecompton Constitution and the Freeport Doctrine made him appear a traitor to the South.

· Southerners walked out.

· When Democrats met again the Northern Democrats were able to nominate Douglas so the Southern Democrats left and nominated their own Candidate.

· John C. Breckinridge was the Southern Democratic nominee he favored the extension of Slavery into the territory.

· Constitutional Union Party

· Middle of the road Unionist form the Constitutional Unionist Party.

· Called the “do nothing” party.

· Formed by former Whigs and Know-nothings.

· Wanted to keep union together.

· Nominated John Bell.

· Republican Party

· Favorite was William Seward but he was too radical.

· Lincoln turned out to be the stronger candidate because he had fewer enemies.

· Platform tried to appeal to free soilers with non-extension of slavery into territories.

· Also appealed immigrants by protecting their rights.

· For west free homesteads.

· Southerners believed Lincoln would split Union but Lincoln was no abolitionist but said nothing to quiet their fears.

· Results

· Lincoln wins election with less than 40% of vote.

· Lincoln wins all but 3 of the electoral votes of free states.

· Lincoln’s win gives South Carolina the excuse to secede.

· February 1861 seven southern states voted to secede and form the Confederated States of America with Jefferson Davis as President.

· James Bucanan did not believe that the South could legally secede but did not think he had the constitutional authority to prevent it.

· The Crittenden Compromise.

· Senator James Crittenden inherited the mantle of Henry Clay as the Senator of Kentucky.

· Proposed the Crittenden Compromise, which prohibited slavery in territories North of the old 36*30 line and allowed it below.

· When these territories applied for statehood they could choose to be free or slave.

· Lincoln rejected this compromise as it allowed slavery in the territories.

· Reasons for Secession

· Slavery

· Triumph of the Republicans

· Population of the North.


