
 Renewing the Sectional Struggle, 1848-1854

     A.  Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

1) ended Mexican War

2) Initiated political warfare in US

3) Huge tract of land is ceded to US

4) division between Slavery and antislavery forces

5)  Wilmot Proviso was proposed to prohibit slavery in territory gained in war.

6) Southern Senators blocked Proviso.

B. Election of 1848

1. Democrats

a. ran General Lewis Cass

b. Polk was sick and had pledged not to run again

c. Cass was the creator of policy known as Popular 
Sovereignty – ran on this policy.

d. Popular Sovereignty was the belief that the people of a territory should decide whether it should be slave or free.

2. Whigs

a. ran General Zachary Taylor

b. avoided slavery issue

c. concentrated on "virtues of Candidate"

3. Free Soil Party

a. ran Martin Van Buren

b. Created by anti slavery men in North who distrusted Taylor and Cass.

c. Were for the Wilmot Proviso and against slavery in the 
new territories.

d. were for free government homestead for settlers

e. Slogan Free Soil, free speech, frees labor and free men.

4. Election Results

a. Taylor wins 1,360,967 popular and 163 electoral

b. Cass wins 1,222,342 popular and 127 electoral

c. Van Buren wins 291,263 popular but diverted NY and PA votes away from Cass.

C. Gold in California 

1. Slavery issue was avoided in Election but discovery of gold in California in early 1848 would bring it up again.

2. 1000's of people poured in to California seeking gold (the 49ers).

3. Many of California's new citizens were lawless and overwhelmed the small government of California.

4. 1849 Californians drafted a non-slavery constitution and applied for statehood.

5. This worried politicians in the South because they thought it would destroy the delicate balance of 15 free states and 15 slave states.

D. Compromise of 1850

1. "Fire-eaters" in South were threatening secession over the admission of California.

2. Old Guard of Calhoun, Clay and Webster would appear together this one last time.

3. Clay now 73 would engineer one last compromise

4. Clay would be aided by Stephen Douglas

5. Calhoun rejected Clay's compromises and had even offered a scheme of electing two Presidents, one from the North and one from the South, each with a veto.

6. Webster made famous speech on the Seventh of March where he urged North to turn to compromise.

7. Abolitionists called Webster a traitor but he had always put the Union ahead of the abolition of slavery.

8. The Young Guard from the North represented by William Seward believed that Union needed to be purified rather than patched and preserved

9. Young Guard believed that Christian legislators must obey God's moral law as well as man's mundane law – opposed compromise.

10. Compromise was finally accepted as Taylor dies and Millard Filmore becomes president and signs a series of compromise bills into law.

11. Concessions to North

a. California Admitted to Union as Free State

b. Territory disputed by Texas and New Mexico to be Surrendered to New Mexico 

c. Abolition of slave trade in District of Columbia

12. Concessions to the South

a. The remainder of the Mexican Cession was to be formed into the territories of New Mexico and Utah with slavery question to be decided by popular sovereignty.

b. Texas to receive $10 million from Government as Compensation.

c. A more stringent Fugitive Slave Law is put into place.

13. Assessing the Compromise of 1850

a. North got the better deal by getting California.

b. South blundered by insisting on tougher Fugitive Slave Law

14. Fugitive Slave Law of 1850

a. fleeing slaves could not testify on own behalf

b. fleeing slaves denied a jury trial

c. US Commissioners who handled case receive $5 if slave was freed and $10 if they were not those who aided slaves was liable for fines or jail sentences.

d. Stirred up antislavery forces in North leading to creation of "personnel liberty laws".

E. End of the Whigs Election of 1852

1. Democrats ran Franklin Pierce a dark horse from New Hampshire.

a. Pierce had no enemies and was pro-southern and for the Compromise of 1850.

2. Whigs ran another Mexican War General Winfield Scott

a. Whigs also praised Compromise of 1850

b. Whigs were split as many antislavery Whigs opposed the Fugitive Slave Law.

c. Many Whigs voted for a deceased Daniel Webster for President.

d. Whigs in the South voted Democratic.

3. Results of Election

a. Pierce wins by landslide 254-42 electoral votes 
(1,601,117 to 1,385,453 popular)

b. Marked end of Whig party and rise Sectional 
alignments in Voting.

c. Whigs had only won two elections in their existence both with war heroes. (1840 and 1848) {and both died}

d. Only achievement through eloquence of Webster and Clay was preservation of United States through 
compromise.

F.  Manifest Destiny and Cuba

1. Main objective of Manifest Destiny in 1850s was Cuba.

2. Polk had tried to offer $100 Million to Spain for Island.

3. Southerners sent private failed private expeditions to try and capture Cuba.

4. Under Pierce envoys to Belgium Urged the Administration to offer $120 Million to buy Cuba and if Spain did not sell the US would be justified in wrestling island away from them.

5. The above "Ostend Manifesto" was leaked to Northern free-soilers and administration was forced to give up schemes for Cuba.

G. Gadsden Purchase

1. To help keep control of the Western part American territory the United States had to build a transcontinental railroad.

2. Railway promoters in both North and South schemed to have railroad in their section.

3. Best route in South went into Mexico.

4. James Gadsden was sent to purchase land from Mexico for $10 Million. (Santa Ana in power in Mexico needed money and agreed)

5. Now south had a route for a railroad that would be easy to build since Texas was already a state and route avoided the Mountains.

6. Northerners proposed that Nebraska be organized and that route should go through there.

H.  Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Scheme

1. Illinois Senator Stephen Douglas wanted railroad to come out of Chicago. (had money tied up in railway stock)

2. Proposed that Nebraska be carved into two territories, Kansas and Nebraska.

3. Issue of slavery in these new territories would be determined by popular sovereignty.

4. For the above to happen the Missouri Compromise and its 36*30 line would have to be repealed angering Free Soilers.

5. Unleashed Slavery issue but Douglas may have had self interest at heart both railroad and perhaps the presidency as his stand on popular sovereignty was popular with his party.

6. This act would cause turmoil in Kansas and help create the Republican Party with members that would include Abraham Lincoln.


