
XIX. Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy, 1841-1848

A. Manifest Destiny

1. After America's first industrial revolution and the improvement in transportation and America's great ability to digest the land of the Louisiana Purchase made Americans even greedier for territory.

2. By the1830's the notion was that America was destined to absorb the whole west.

3. The idea was a religious impulse as well as a nationalistic and ideological one.

4. Americans felt they must settle, civilize, republicanize and democratize the West.

5. The Term Manifest Destiny was first used in Democratic Review by John L. O'Sullivan stating that it was our "manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development or our multiplying millions."

6. This view was particularly popular as the depression of the late 30's gave way to what would be known as the "roaring 40's."

7. "Land enough, land enough! Make way...for the young American Buffalo - he has not yet land enough" - this was the cry at the New Jersey State Democratic Convention.




















B. 1841 William Henry Harrison, Whig, 9th President

1. Daniel Webster, Sec. of State

2.  Senator Clay thought he was in control of the Party and in control of Harrison

3.  Harrison dies early in the first year of his term.

C. John Tyler becomes president 1841, Whig?, 10th President

1. Stubborn and principled and had left the Democratic Party because of Jackson being too dictatorial.

2. Accused of being a democrat in Whig clothing.

3. Could be described as a Jeffersonian "states righter."

4. At odds with Whig Majority on almost every issue

5.  Whigs’ plan upon winning election was to create a new Bank of the US, ending the independent treasury, and to increase the tariff but Tyler opposed all.

6.  Tyler reluctantly signed the bill ending the independent treasury, vetoed the bank and in 1842 signed the tariff at the moderately protective level of 1832 for raising revenue.

7.  Tyler was formally expelled from the Whig party his Cabinet resigned except Webster and even faced the threat of impeachment.

D. The Republic of Texas

1. Texas had been independent from Mexico since 1836 and had elected Sam Houston President.

2. The US had not annexed Texas for fear of war with Mexico who still regarded Texas as a rebellious province.

3.   Mexico had even made two half-hearted attempts to take back Texas which led Texas to look for support in the arms of Europe.

4.  Britain was particularly interested in Texas as a way to stop the US from expanding southward, challenge the Monroe Doctrine, and end American dominance of the cotton market.

5.  British Abolitionist thought that a British foothold in Texas might lead to freeing slave there and might inflame the slaves in the American South to rebel.

6.  Texas became the leading issue in the election of 1844.

E. The Election of 1844

1. Dumped by the Whigs John Tyler tried to ingratiate himself with Southern Democrats by moving toward the annexation of Texas and by appointing John C. Calhoun as his Sec. of State.

2.  The Democrats however looked past Tyler and their senior politician, Martin Van Buren, and nominated their first "dark horse" candidate James Knox Polk.

3.  Polk was the choice of Andrew Jackson and the Manifest Destiny western branch of the Democratic Party and called for the re-occupation of Oregon and the re-annexation of Texas.

4. The Whigs Nominated Henry Clay who tried to please all by trying to remain noncommittal on Texas annexation.

5. This led to the formation of the Liberty Party, which was opposed to the annexation of Texas on anti-slavery grounds.

6. In the Election Polk defeated Clay in a close election with the Liberty party's James C. Birney playing spoiler by gaining the support of Northern Whigs

F. "Election Mandate"  

1. John Tyler interpreted the 1844 election results as a mandate for manifest destiny and Texas annexation.

2. The Senate was not able to get the 2/3 majority needed to approve a formal treaty so Tyler had both houses adopt a Joint resolution inviting Texas to join the Union.

3. Texas joined the Union in December 1845 as the 28th state and the 15th slave state.

G. James K. Polk, Democrat, 11th President

1. Promised to do 4 things and not run again

a. Reduce the Tariff.

b. Re-establish an independent Treasury.

c. Acquire California.

d. Settle the Oregon Question.

2. Polk achieved all of these things.

3. Polk reduced the Tariff of 1842 with a new bill reducing the tariff to 25% and increased Government revenue because of booming imports in the roaring 40s

4. Polk reestablished an independent treasury over objections of the Whigs in 1846.

H. OREGON

1. The US and Britain agreed to share the Oregon territory in 1818.

2. The US had offered to split the territory at 49* but by the 1840s America was pushing her claims on the land based on Lewis and Clark, Robert Gray's naming of the Columbia, and American settlement in the Willamette Valley.

3. Polk had called for adding all of the Oregon territory to the US and had coined the term 54'40* or fight.

4. Democrats were less fired up for all of Oregon after the annexation of Texas.

5. Polk once again offered splitting Oregon at 49* and was initially rejected but the British not wanting war over a territory sparsely settled and "furred out" agreed to the terms.

6. This action was approved quickly in the Senate because we were now at war with Mexico.

7. Many anti-slavery and manifest destiny proponents asked why the US was willing to fight for Texas and not Oregon - Thomas Hart Benton, Senator from Missouri, replied "Britain is powerful and Mexico is weak".

I. California

1. Polk was eager to buy California from Mexico but faced poor relations because of Texas situation and debts owed by Mexico to American citizens.

2. Mexico had recalled their ambassador after annexation and the US and Mexico could not agree over the boundaries between the two countries.

3. The main dispute was whether the border was the provinces' original boundary of the Nueces River or what Texas claimed to be the border, the Rio Grande.

4. Polk sent John Slidell to present an offer to buy California and lands to the east for $25 Million.

J. The Mexican War 1846

1. Polk now prepared to use force

2. Sent General Zachary Taylor, in January 1846, into the territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande to provoke a fight.

3. By May, Polk was willing to declare war based on Mexico's unpaid debts and Slidell's rejection.

4. However, Taylor's troops were attacked on the "American" side of the Rio Grande resulting in the deaths of Americans.

5. Polk asked for a declaration of war stating that "American Blood had been spilled on American Soil."

6. The Whigs were the party against the war and preferred to get California by peaceful means but this was not shown by the War Vote in the House which was 174 - 14.  (including John Quincy Adams voting no)

7. America had provoked this fight but Mexico seemed to be ready to fight as they had a large standing army and boasted of invading America and freeing the slaves.

8. Polk wanted a quick and inexpensive war that would gain him California and even allowed the former dictator Santa Anna to return to Mexico when he promised to agree to Polk's terms.

9. Santa Anna, however, rallied the Mexican people to war against the US.

10. Notable battles for the US in the Mexican War Include:

· General Stephen W. Kearny taking Santa Fe.

· John C. Fremont raiding California Settlements and proclaiming the Bear Flag Republic.

· General Zachary Taylor winning the Battle of Buena Vista in Northern Mexico.

· General Winfield Scott taking Vera Cruz and Mexico City.

11. Mexico provided strong resistance at Buena Vista and notably in California at the Battle of Plains Mesa near Los Angeles.

I. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 1848

1. Nicholas P. Trist was sent to negotiate peace and was an initial failure, Polk tried to recall.

2. Trist eventually negotiated a Treaty, which gave the US all it had sought.

3. Clear Title to Texas with Rio Grande Border.

4. California and Lands to East (New Mexico and Arizona).

5. US pays $15 Million for land.

6. US assumes debts claimed against Mexican citizens (3.3 mil).

7. This Treaty barely came in time as the Whigs were threatening to cut off funds for the war and could have cost the US this Territory.

8. A few Southerners led by John C. Calhoun thought that this acquisition of territory could inflame anti-slavery forces.

9. The Treaty was approved in the Senate 38 to 14.

10. If one includes Texas this was the largest increase in land in United States History.

11. The War was damaging to US Latin American relations as the US would henceforth be known as the "Colossus of the North."

12. The war also heated up the slavery issue as northerners claimed that the war had been provoked by the southern "slavocracy" as most of the volunteers came from the South and the Southwest.

J. The Wilmot Proviso

1. In 1846 when Polk tried to get an appropriation of $2 million to buy peace from Mexico, Congressman David Wilmot added an amendment to the bill stating that slavery should never exist in any territory taken from Mexico.

2. This amendment passed in House but not the Senate where it was fought tooth and nail.

3. Eventually this proviso was endorsed by all of the free state legislatures except one.

4. The beast of the slavery issue had now been released and would not be settled until the civil war.


