XVIII.   Slavery

A) Cotton is King!

1) Before 1793 Slavery dying out in South.

2) Eli Whitney's Cotton Gin.

3) Cotton becomes Dominant crop.

4) Rich soil yield bountiful crops and great profits.

5) North reaped a large share of their profits from cotton trade.

6) Cotton was 1/2 of all American exports after 1840.

7) South provided nearly 1/2 of the world's supply of cotton.

B) Planter "Aristocracy"

1) South before the Civil War was more of an oligarchy than a Democracy.

2) Government was mainly influenced by the planter class.

3) Only 1,733 families owned 100 slaves or more in 1850.

4) South tried to create a semi-feudal society a la Sir Walter Scott.

5) Plantation Mistresses commanded a sizable household staff of mostly female slaves.

C) Slaves of the Slave System

1) Plantation system is wasteful because it despoiled the earth.

2) Caused many people to move from the south to the west.

3) Economic structure of the south became monopolistic.

4) Small farmers had to give up land and passed to the hands of the rich plantation owners.

5) Land speculation and Slave investments drove many plantation owners into debt.

6) Cotton dominance led to a dangerous one-crop economy.

7) Cotton Kingdom repelled large-scale European Immigration.

a) immigrants were discouraged by competition of slave labor.

b) Fertile land was too expensive in south.

c) Europeans were ignorant of cotton growing.

D) The White Majority

1) Only 1,733 families owned 100 slaves or more.

2) 345,000 families owned fewer than 100 with 2/3 owning 10 slaves or fewer.

3) Smaller slave owners were the majority of slave owners but they owned less than half of all the slaves in the south.

4) 3/4 of the Southern population did not own slaves at all.  

5) This population were subsistence farmers who raised corn.

6) The least prosperous group of non-slave-holding whites in south called "poor white trash" were some of the stoutest defenders of the slave system as slaves seemed to be the ticket to riches.

7) Mountain Whites were also non-slave-holders but would eventually become a pocket of resistance to the practice of slavery.

E) Free Blacks: Slaves without Masters

1) In upper south there was a significant free black population.

a) Many blacks were freed because of idealism that was born during the revolution.

b) Some free blacks were the emancipated children of white planters and their black mistresses.

c) some blacks were able to purchase their freedom.

2) In North blacks were often discriminated against and treated worse than in the south.

a) barred from school 

b) prevented from voting

c) the cry against expansion of slavery into the new territories was based on prejudice not humanitarianism

F) Plantation Slavery

1) Lowest groups in southern society was Slaves.

2) 4 million slaves in 1860.

3) Importing of slaves outlawed in 1808.

4) Many slaves were smuggled in.

5) Biggest increase in slave population came from natural reproduction.

6) Slaves such an investment that they were often spared the most dangerous work.

7) Slavery profitable only for big planters but hurt the economy of south as a whole.

8) Upper south land was depleted early so most slaves were in the Deep South.

9) "Breeding" of Slaves not encouraged but their were incentives for woman to have many children.

10) Worst aspects of slavery included slave auctions and sundering of families.

G) Life under the Lash

1) Plantation life varied from region to region.

2) Flogging was common way to keep slave in line was a substitute for wage-incentive system.

3) Life was harsher on frontier than in the old south.

4) Deep South families tended to be more stable than in the upper south.

H) Burdens of Bondage

1) Slaves deprived of ability to make their own choices and were denied an education.

2) Since not paid did not work their hardest, slowed down to pace that would keep them from being whipped.

3) Running away – most often used way of resisting slavery.

4) Often "pilfered" goods that had been produced by their labor.

5)  Sabotaged equipment that would stop work until it was fixed.

6) Rebellions happened from time to time.

a) Gabriel of Virginia

b) Denmark Vesey of Charleston

c) Nat Turner of Virginia

7) rebellions were never successful but slave owners lived in constant fear 

8) Fears bolstered a theory of biological racial superiority.

9) Because of Slavery, south remained a reactionary backwater as the only slave society in the western world.

I) Early Abolitionism

1) Earliest Abolitionist were Quakers during the Revolution.

2) American Colonization Society founded in 1817 focused on transporting blacks back to Africa.

3) 1822 Liberia founded on West African Coast with capital of Monrovia.

4) 15,000 slaves were transported back to Africa.

5) Second Great Awakening started another abolitionist surge.

6) Theodore David Weld inspired many abolitionist with pamphlet American Slavery As It Is (1839).

7) Among those inspired was Harriet Beecher Stowe the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin.

J) Radical Abolitionism

1) William Lloyd Garrison Published the Militantly Anti-Slavery Newspaper The Liberator. (1831)

2) Garrison believed that slavery should be stamped out in the South.

3) American Anti-Slavery Society was founded  in 1833 by Wendell Phillips.  Man should not eat cane sugar or cotton cloth.

4) Black abolitionist included:


a. David Walker who wrote Appeal to the Colored 
Citizens of the World. (1829) Which advocated a bloody 
end to white supremacy.


b. Frederick Douglass wrote the Narrative of Frederick 
Douglas, which showed his life as a slave, and his 
eventual escape.


c. Douglass thought the North should secede from South.

5) Radical Abolitionist increasingly turned to politics to try and end slavery.  They backed the Liberty Party in 1840, the Free Soil Party in 1848 and the Republican Party in 1856.

6) In end thought only war would end slavery.

K) The South Lashes Back

1) Anti-Slavery Sentiment was not unknown in the South, in 1820s there were more anti-slavery societies south of the Mason-Dixon Line than north of it.

2) In 1831-1832 Virginia debated and defeated various emancipation proposals.

3) Slave Codes were tightened.

4) Nat Turner's rebellion in 1831 had caused of hysteria.

5) William Lloyd Garrison was blamed for inciting rebellion and a price was put on his head.

6) Nullification crisis further exacerbated the problem.

7) Soon rational discussions of Abolition were met with Jailing, whippings and lynching.

8) Apologists for slavery argued that slave/master relationships resembled a family.

9) Argument over slavery endangered free speech in the United States:

a) In 1836 southerners drove a gag resolution through the House

b) Resolution prevented the discussion of slavery.

c) Ex-president and Present Representative John Quincy Adams waged an 8-year fight for Gag Rule's repeal.

10) Anti-Slavery propaganda caused mobs to raid post offices in south and soon the federal government ordered the destruction of this sort of material.

L) Abolitionist Impact on North

1) Abolitionist were initially unpopular in North.

2) People thought that Slavery was protected by the Constitution.

3) North had an economic stake the continuance of slavery.

4) Abolitionists were often met with violence.

5) However by 1850 the Abolitionist message was getting through and the number of "free-soilers" grew.

