Reform and Culture


Chapter Fifteen 
The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790-1860

Second Great Awakening

· 1850 – ¾ of 23 million Americans attended Christian churches regularly.

· Alexis de Tocqueville declared “no country in the world where the Christian religion retains a greater influence over the souls of men than in America”

· Religion not the same as colonial period

Second Great Awakening

· In 1794 – Age of Reason Thomas Paine

· Said churches were “set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and profit.”

· Paine promoted idea of Deism

· Deism

· Belief in “watchmaker” god

· practiced by many of the founding fathers

· basis of Unitarian church in New England

Second Great Awakening

· Unitarians

· God in one person

· Stressed essential goodness of human nature

· God = creator not loving father.

· Appealed to intellectuals.

Second Great Awakening

· 1800 Wave of revivals

· Reaction to growing liberalism in religion

· affected more people than the 1st Great Awakening

· Converted many.

· Shattered established churches

· Encouraged evangelism

· Stimulated church membership

· Stimulated reform and missionary work

Second Great Awakening

· Peter Cartwright –  Methodist “circuit rider” called for sinners to repent

Second Great Awakening

· Charles Grandison Finney called for abolition and prohibition.

Second Great Awakening

· Second Great Awakening promoted Religious Diversity.

· Wealthy were attracted to Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Congregationalist and Unitarian churches.

· Poor went to Baptist and Methodist and to new sects during 2nd Great Awakening.

· Methodist and Baptists will split over slavery n/s – foreshadowing secession.

A Desert Zion in Utah – The Mormons

· Formed in “Burnt Over District” in Western New York (where descendents of New England Puritans had settle)

· Joseph Smith reported that he had received golden plates from an Angel

A Desert Zion in Utah – The Mormons

· Plates became the “Book of Mormon”

· Smith would lead religion with an oligarchy

· The Mormons were a cooperative sect that were opposed by their more individualistic non-Mormon neighbors in Ohio and Missouri

A Desert Zion in Utah – The Mormons

· Mormons also drew wrath for their practice of Polygamy

· Smith murdered in 1844 – leadership taken up by Brigham Young

· Young leads Mormons to Utah where they form Deseret (Salt Lake City)

A Desert Zion in Utah – The Mormons

· Mormons form a theocratic – Cooperative commonwealth

· Conflict begin with US government in 1850s

· Polygamy prevents Utah from entering Union until 1896

 The Mormon World 

Free Schools for a Free People

· Tax supported schools in America were initially focused on educating the poor

· Wealthy began to realize that educating the public was a good way of promoting stability and democracy

· Between 1825 and 1850 Public education flourished as the common man was gaining votes and demanding free schools

Free Schools for a Free People

· Jefferson had once declared that “a civilized nation that was both ignorant and free …never war and never will be”

· Original school teachers were ill trained, ill tempered and ill paid

· Schools were in need of reform

· Schools were expanded but were still unavailable in many areas

Free Schools for a Free People

· Millions of whites were illiterate

· Slaves were forbidden education

Horace Mann

· Campaigned for more and better school houses, higher pay, longer terms and an expanded curriculum

Noah Webster

· Improved Education with improved textbooks which were partly designed to promote patriotism

· Published dictionary in 1828 which standardized American English

William H. McGuffey

· Also improved textbooks with McGuffey Reader

Higher Goals for Learning

· Higher Learning also expanded during first ½ of 19th century

· Liberal Arts schools in South and West which were often established for local pride were weak academically

· State Supported schools first sprang up in south

Higher Goals for Learning

· First State Supported School was North Carolina in 1795

· The University of Virginia was founded by Jefferson in 1819

· Women faced prejudice against them regarding education in early 1800s

Higher Goals for Learning

· Some believed that education hurt women’s brains and made them unfit for marriage

· Susan B. Anthony would not be taught long division

· Emma Willard helped improve education for women by opening Troy Female Seminary in 1821

Higher Goals for Learning

· Oberlin College will open doors to women in 1837

· Education was improved for adults by the Lyceum Movement which invited speakers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson to lecture to crowds on such things as science, literature and philosophy.

Higher Goals for Learning

· Magazines such as North American Review and Godey’s Ladies Book flourished during this period.

An Age of Reform

· The Second Great Awakening encouraged reform

· Many had visions of an American Republic free of cruelty, war, drink, discrimination and slavery

· Woman were prominent among reformers 

· Reformers often ignored some of the worst immerging problems associated with the industrial revolution

An Age of Reform

· Debtor’s prison still a reality – but states would end at the demand of the newly enfranchised worker

· Criminal codes softened during this period with few crimes leading to death penalty and more crimes being punished with placement in reform houses or Penitentiaries (penance)

· Insane were poorly treated – often chained in jails

An Age of Reform

· Dorothea Dix 

· Traveled some 60,000 miles and compiled damning reports on the prisons and asylums

· Led to improved conditions for mentally ill

Demon Rum

· Custom and a hard monotonous life led to excessive drinking of hard liquor

· Men, women, children, clergymen and congressmen drank too much

Demon Rum

· Alcohol decreased the efficiency and safety of workers

· Alcohol also threatened the safety and welfare of wives and children of men who drank

· Temperance became the goal of many reformers

Demon Rum

· Legislation seemed to be the only way to end problem

· Neal S. Dow – “father of prohibition” – sponsored the Maine Law of 1851 which prohibited the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor

· Several states followed with prohibition laws of their own – laws were later repealed or declared unconstitutional.

· On eve of Civil War there was a genuine decrease in the consumption of Alcohol

Women in revolt

· When 19th century opened America + Europe still a man’s world

· Women were expected to immerse self in home and subordinate self to husband

· When married she could not retain title to property – it passed to her husband

· Alexis de Tocqueville believed that women were somewhat better off in America than in Europe because there was a stronger penalty for rape. (death)

· New economic system of the 19th century tended to separate men and women into distinct economic roles.

Women in revolt

· Women thought to be physically weak but artistically and morally superior.

· Many women would demand more rights at this time.

· Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony were leaders in the early women’s movement

· Women met in Seneca Fall’s New York in 1848 and made a Declaration of Sentiments which stated that all men and women were created equal

· The early women’s movement was eclipsed by the Anti-Slavery movement in the years leading up to the Civil War 

Wilderness Utopias

· Radical reformers of period set up cooperative, communistic or communitarian societies

· Robert Owen

· Founded New Harmony in 1825

· Communal society failed because of confusion and contradicting messages

Wilderness Utopias

· Brook Farm 

· Founded by believers in Transcendentalism in 1841

·  lasted until 1846 when a fire destroyed one of the large buildings

· Featured in Hawthorne’s novel Blithedale Romance

Wilderness Utopias

· Oneida Community

· Founded in 1848

· Practiced “free love,” birth control and eugenics

· Flourished because of manufacture of steel traps

· Sexual practices stopped because of criticism

· Communism given up

· Eventually became the Oneida Silverware company

· Shakers

· Led by Mother Ann Lee in 1770s

· Lasted until 1940 

· Died out because of monastic customs and prohibition of marriage

The Dawn of Scientific Achievement

· Early Americans confronted problems looking for practical solutions rather than as matter of pure science

· Jefferson was an amateur inventor who created a new type of plow

· The influential American Scientists of the first ½ of the 19th century

·  Benjamin Silliman a chemist/geologist from Yale

· Louis Agassiz  a Biologist from Harvard

· Asa Gray of Harvard the Columbus of American botany

The Dawn of Scientific Achievement

· John J. Audubon – a naturalist who illustrated Birds of America – Audubon society for the protection of birds named for him.

· Medicine in America in 1800s primitive by modern standards

· Bleeding still common cure

· Smallpox still dreaded

· Life expectancy still 40 years for whites – less for blacks

· Early 1840s saw emergence of ether and laughing gas as anesthetics

Artistic Achievements

· America’s first ½ century saw few architectural achievements – just a reflection of Europe

· US experienced a Greek revival from the 1820 to 1850s – in response to a Greek independence movement

· Jefferson’s Monticello and University of Virginia great examples of classical architecture

Artistic Achievements

· Competent painters of the period were 

· Gilbert Stuart who painted Washington

· Charles Wilson Peal who also painted Washington

· John Trumbell who painted Revolutionary War scenes

· The Post 1812 War Nationalism influenced painters in romantic local landscapes – the best example is the Hudson River School

The Blossoming of a National Literature

· Literature blossomed after 1812 War

· Washington Irving – Legend of Sleepy Hallow

· James Fennimore Cooper – Leatherstocking Tales

· William Cullen Bryant – Poetry in Saturday Evening Post

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism

· Transcendentalism was a reaction to liberalizing of puritan theology

· Philosophy was also influenced nature, individualism, German romantic philosophers and the religions of Asia.

· Transcendentalists rejected the philosophy of Locke who believed that all knowledge came through the senses.

· Believed that every person had an internal light that could illuminate inner truths

· Believed that one could directly touch God or the Oversoul

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism

· Ralph Waldo Emerson

· American Scholar Address was a declaration of independence form European traditions

· Emerson reflected self reliance, self improvement, self confidence, optimism and freedom

· Became an outspoken critic of slavery

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism

· Henry David Thoreau Emerson's associate 

· Took Emerson a step further with a recommendation for how to live a “Simple Life” in Walden

· In Civil Disobedience urged Americans to resist unjust law

· Thoreau’s ideas inspire the actions of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism

· Walt Whitman was inspired by Transcendentalism in his writing of his epic collection of Poems Leaves of Grass.

Glowing Literary Lights

· Influenced by Transcendentalism 

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· The Song of Hiawatha

· John Greenleaf Whittier

· Poems about slavery

· Louisa May Alcott

· Little Women

