Andrew Jackson and the Rise of Mass Democracy
The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy

A) Politics for the People

1) By 1820s aristocracy tainted people’s characters.

2) Democracy was respectable

3) 1840 – Daniel Webster apologizes for not being born in a log cabin.

4) West – people were qualified for office if Indian fighter, militia officer, or hunter like Davy Crockett or Andrew Jackson.

5) Leaders were still rich but they forsake social pretensions.

6) “Common Man” takes center stage.

7) Now for universal manhood suffrage – no property qualifications.

8) Property qualifications become meaningless as land available in west.

    Nourishing New Democracy

1. New Democracy was natural outgrowth of the egalitarianism of revolutionary period.

2. Panic of 1819 and Missouri Compromise encouraged people to turn to democracy.

a. panic caused people to distrust banks

b. people wanted to purge land of corruption – return to innocence of Jefferson’s time

c. Missouri Compromise encouraged Southern interest in politics

d. M.C. seemed to violate states rights.

e. South feared that Federal power might be used against slavery.

B) Examples of Increased voter participation

1. ¼ of eligible voters voted in 1824.

2. 78% of eligible voters voted in 1840.

3. Electors in Electoral College are now more representative of people in state.

4. 1831 anti-Masonic party has first nominating convention – will replace king caucus.

C) The Election of 1824

1. Candidates were from Democratic Republican Party.

2. Adams v. Jackson v. Crawford v. Clay

3. Calhoun ran as VP for both Jackson and Adams.

4. Jackson wins plurality of Pop vote (almost as much as Adams and Crawford combined) 

5. No majority in electoral college – sent to house of reps.

    The Corrupt Bargain

1. Clay speaker of house – out of race (top 3 go)

2. Clay hated Jackson – Crawford Sick.

3. Clay threw support behind Adams.

4. Adams makes Clay Sec. Of State – 3 of 4 previous sec. of state became pres.

5. Called “corrupt bargain” – Clay called Judas of the West.

6. Clay even challenged to duel because of alliance with Adams.

7. Jackson will use issue to advantage in election of 1828.

    John Quincy Adams – President

1) Takes office 4 March 1825

2) Had been a successful diplomat

3) Unsuccessful President

4) The 2nd 1 term president.

D) Tariff of Abominations 1828

1) In 1824 tariff increased from 23 to 37%.

2) By 1828 Northern manufacturers wanted more protection.

3) Jackson supporters wanted to create a bill that would fail.

4) Proposed a 45% tax on certain items like wool.

5) Since tariff included raw materials, many thought the north would reject and Adams would be perceived to be a Failure.

6) North voted for continued protectionism.

7) South was hurt because they were heavy consumers of imported goods.

8) Much thought that tariff gave too much power to the central government.

9) Labeled tariff the black tariff.

E) South Carolina Exposition 1828

1) Written by VP John C. Calhoun (anonymously) 

2) Attacked the tariff as unjust and unconstitutional.

3) Proposed that states nullify tariff – Doctrine of Nullification

4) Calhoun thought he was quieting  fears and preserving the union

F) Election of 1828

1) began after Adams was chosen by house of reps.

2) Republicans were now split.

a) mud slinging election

b) National Republicans – Adams

i) attacked because of the corrupt bargain

ii) attacked for misappropriation of funds

iii) accused of being a pimp for the Russian ambassador

iv) attacked for buying gaming furniture

c) Democratic Republicans (Democrats) – Jackson

i) mother was called a prostitute

ii) wife called an adulteress

iii) attacked for dueling

d) Jackson wins

i) pop. Vote 647,286 to 508,064

ii) electoral vote = 178 to 83

iii) Votes came from west, south and laborers in east.

iv) Martin van Buren gets Jackson support in NY

e) Revolution of 1828

i) swept out an incumbent

ii) Increased # of voters – esp. common man.

iii) Political center shifts from east.

iv) No longer the rule of the elite.

v) Jefferson was the hero of the gentleman farmer while Jackson was the hero of the dirt farmer.

f) Jackson in office

i) focused on individualism

ii) suspicious of central government

iii) demanded support of subordinates

iv) ignored the supreme court

v) used veto often (12 times)

vi) called “King Andrew” or “King Mob”

G) Inauguration of Jackson 1829

1) symbolic of the common many

2) White House was thrown open to the people and White House trashed.

H) Spoils System

1) reward political supporters with public office

2) Removed experienced people.

3) Called “rotation in office”

4) “throw their rascals out and put our rascals in”

5) Scandal – many people bought their offices with donations.

6) Illiterates, incompetents and crooks got into office.

7) Jackson’s true advisors were unofficial – called the Kitchen cabinet

I) Eaton Malaria

1) Attacks on Rachel Jackson led to Jackson very sensitive to attacks on women.

2) Peggy Eaton was daughter of a boarding house keeper whose husband died under mystery – marries Sec. Of War Eaton.

3) P. Eaton snubbed by Calhoun’s wife and Jackson’s daughter in law.

4) Martin van Buren  (sec of state) supports P. Eaton and Curries favor with Jackson while Calhoun (VP) loses support.

5) Calhoun thought he was next in line for the Presidency but leaves cabinet in 1831 and enters Senate (SC).

6) Calhoun becomes the champion of states rights and gets nickname the Great Nullifier

7) Van Buren becomes VP and heir.

J) Jackson Anti-Nationalism

1) Against using federal funds entirely inside a state.

2) Vetoed bill for improving Marysville Road in Kentucky

3) Slap at Henry Clay.

K) Webster-Hayne Debate 1829-1830

1) New Englanders were against western expansion.

2) Tried to curb selling of public land

3) South and West were for expansion.

4) Robert Hayne (SC) attacked the NE for being greedy and disloyal during the War of 1812.

5) Hayne acclaimed Calhoun’s Doctrine of Nullification.

6) Webster (MA) – argued that states could not nullify because the constitution was framed by the people.

7) Webster thought that it was up to the Supreme Court to nullify laws.

8) Webster would influence a young Abraham Lincoln.

L) Jefferson Day – April 13, 1830

1) Jackson – “Our Union; it must be preserved”

2) Calhoun – “The Union, Next our liberty, most dear”

A. Tariff of 1828 – Nullification Crisis

1) South Carolina Legislature tried to nullify tariff – needed 2/3-majority vote.

2) Unionist try and block – called submission men.

3) Tariff reduced in 1832 to 35% by congress.

4) S.C. state elections revolved around tariff in 1832

a) Nullies vs. Unionists

b) Nullies win.

5) S.C. declares tariff null and void.

6) Jackson gets congress to pass the force bill,  which allow him to send troops to force S.C. to obey federal law.

7) Jackson proclaimed that nullification and disunion were treason.

8) Henry Clay steps forward to resolve crisis – proposed compromise.

M) Compromise Tariff of 1833

1) Lowered tariff 10% over 8 years eventually reaching 1816 levels.

2) New England opposed but accepted by South and Calhoun – passes

3) Jackson would not have to use force

a) many credit his admin for saving the union at this time

b) Others critical of Jackson for not coming down harder on S.C. and perhaps preventing the Civil War.

N)  2nd Bank of the United States

1) Weaknesses

a) Anti-Western

i) Foreclosed on western farmers.

ii) Money went east.

b) Plutocratic/Autocratic 

i) run by rich

ii) controlled by Nicholas Biddle

c) Hydra of corruption

i) money went to members of congress

ii) Daniel Webster was in debt to bank and lobbied hard on its behalf.

2) Strengths

a) Promoted expansion by making credit sound

b) Safe depository for US banks funds.

O) Jackson Vs. the 2nd Bank of the United States

1) Jackson was not against all banks – but against banking monopoly

2) Jackson’s hand was forced by Henry Clay who insisted on making the Bank an issue in the election of 1832.

3) Clay moved to have the Bank Re-Chartered early.

4) Jackson was forced to chose between east and west

a) If he signed bank bill it would alienate the west.

b) If he vetoed the bank bill he would alienate the east.

c) Vetoed bill because wealthy in east were a minority.

5) In Veto message Jackson attacked the Bank of the US

a) Bank was plutocratic

b) Monopolistic

c) Unconstitutional

d) Anti-western and Anti-American

e) Controlled by foreigners

6) Made the Bank an east – west issue

7) Log cabin men vs. business men

8) Jackson displayed the power of the presidency

9) Clay used Jackson’s veto message in the election but it backfired and he lost election of 1832 to Jackson and the common man.

P) Transplanting the Tribes

1. 1830 U.S. Population 13 million.

2. Indians in east were small islands surrounded by whites.

3. Indians recognized as separate nations.

4. Whites needed formal treaties to get land.

5. Many whites used trickery or coercion to get Indian land.

6. Many whites believed that Indians had to be assimilated into white society.

7. Cherokees of Georgia 

a) tried to learn ways of whites

b) adopted system of settled agriculture

c) had private property

d) had written legal code

e) had cotton plantations and slaves

8. Georgia tried to take over Indian land in 1828.

9. Cherokee sued and won in Supreme Court.

10. Jackson refused to recognize court’s decision.

11. Jackson proposed moving tribes west of Mississippi

a) wanted to “preserve” Indian race

b) action was to be voluntary

12. Led to 100,000 Indians being forced to move.

13. 1830 Indian Removal Act

a. moved all tribes west of Mississippi

b. many Indians died on this “Trail of Tears”

14. Bureau of Indian Affairs 1836

a. set up to administer Indian relations

b. set up to protect permanent Indian territory in Oklahoma

c. Settlements protected only 15 years.

15. Seminole Indian War 1835-1842

a. Bloodiest American/Indian war.

b. 1500 soldiers killed

c. Indians led by Osceola

d. End of war led to many Indians fleeing to everglades.

e. 4/5 of Indians moved to Oklahoma.

Q) Republic of Texas

1) Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821.

2) Both Spain and later Mexico wanted to populate Texas.

3) Moses and Stephen Austin are granted land to solidify Mexican control over territory.

a. settlers had to become Mexican citizens and roman catholic

b. Austins bring 300 families

c. By 1835 there were 30,000 people in Texas – mainly Americans       

4) Conflict develops between Mexico and Texas

a. Issues were immigration, slavery and local rights.

b. Mexico emancipated slaves in 1830

c. Prohibited further slave imports into Texas – but Texas refused

d. Austin tried to negotiate settlement but was thrown into jail.

e. In 1835 Mexico’s leader wiped out all local rights.

f. Santa Anna would soon lead a 4000 man army into Texas to force them to obey Mexican Law.

g. In San Antonio Lt. Colonel William Travis moved his men into a Mission Fort known as the Alamo.

h. 23 February to 6 March 1836 Santa Anna attacked and after a 12 day siege all 187 defenders were killed.

i. On March 2, 1836 Texas declared independence with David Burnet as President and Lorenzo de Zavala as VP.

j. Later in March Santa Anna killed 445 rebels at Goliad.

k.  Led by Sam Houston the Texans surprised the Mexican Army near the San Jacinto River and captured Santa Anna

l.  Houston forced Santa Anna to sign the Treaty of Velasco, which granted Texas Independence.

m. Mexico later refused to acknowledge the treaty but both France and Britain recognized Texas.

n. July 1836 – Sam Houston wins the Presidency of Texas.

o. One of Andrew Jackson’s last acts as president was to recognize Texas in 1837?

R) Election of 1836

1) Martin van Buren vs. “Favorite Sons”

2) Whigs thought that they could not win election out right.

3) Nominated several favorite sons to split vote and send election to the House of Representatives.

4) Leading Whig was William Henry Harrison

5) Van Buren wins election as Jackson’s hand picked successor

6) Very close election

765,483 to 739,795 popular

170-124 electoral.

S) Van Buren and the Panic of 1837

1. Jackson hands van Buren a troubled economy

2. Panic of 1837 was partly caused by over-speculation in the building of canals, roads, railroads and slaves.

3. Before Van Buren took office wheat failures and high grain prices caused mobs in NY to storm warehouses.

4. Whigs – proposed expansion of credit, higher tariff, subsidies of internal improvements as cure for panic.

T) Election of 1840

1. Tippecanoe vs. Little van

2. Van Buren vs. William Henry Harrison

3. Harrison was rich and a member of the FFV

4. Van Buren was poor

5. In election Harrison was portrayed as poor and van Buren rich.

6. Harrison wins as a protest against the hard times

U) Two Party System re-immerges

1. Democrats








a.
Liberty of individual


b.
States rights
c.
Restraint in social/economic affairs


d.
Against privilege in government



2.
Whigs



a.
value of community

b.
Both parties were mass based catchall parties - non-sectional
c.
wanted to renew national bank

d.
Protective tariff

e.
public schools

f.
Moral reforms – Prohibition - Abolition

V) Birth of the Whigs

1) By 1828 Democratic – Republicans were calling themselves democrats

2) In response to presidential power of “King Andrew” – National Republicans called themselves Whigs.

3) Only real cement to early Whig Party was hatred of Jackson.

