Chapter 10 

I. Launching the New Ship of State

A. In 1789 when the new constitution was launched the population was doubling every 20 years.

B. To Europeans – Americans seemed to be crude frontier men.

C. European leaders also thought that America would provide a dangerous example to their long oppressed peoples

II. The Washington Administration

A. Unanimously selected by the electoral college

B. Came to NYC in triumphal procession.

C. Constitution did not provide for a cabinet but mentioned the heads of executive departments.*

D. First Cabinet 3 members – State – Jefferson, Treasury – Hamilton and War Knox.

III. The Bill of Rights – First Ten Amendments

A. Creation of Bill of Rights was # 1 on the list for the New Government. *

B. Madison created and guided through congress.

C. Protected many individual freedoms – including religion, speech and the press.

D. Two catch all amendments

1. 9th rights not listed are not denied to the people.

2. 10th states rights – anything not explicitly delegated or denied to the federal government is retained by the states or the people. *

IV. Judiciary Act of 1789

A. Organized the Supreme Court with chief justice and five associate justices.

B. Created the federal courts and the attorney general (Edmund Randolph)

C. John Jay – First Chief Justice *

V. Hamilton’s Financial Plan

A. Hamilton created fiscal policies that favored the wealthy. *

B. Wanted to bolster national credit by assuming the debts of the states that were incurred during the Revolutionary War. ($54 million) {assumption bill}

C. Wanted to pay the debt with a tariff.

D. Wanted a protective tariff to protect American business.

E. Placed an excise tax on whiskey

F. Created a bank of the US

1. Private institution with the US govt. as chief stockholder.

2. Depository for US money.

3. Would print paper money.

G. Jefferson & Madison helped Hamilton pass the assumption bill in exchange for moving the capital to the banks of the Potomac.

H. J & M attacked the Bank bill as being unconstitutional – since the bank was not specifically mentioned in the constitution the power belonged to the states.

I. Jefferson was a strict constructionist.

J. Hamilton argued for the Bank saying that the constitution did not forbid the bank – he was a loose constructionist.

K. Hamilton believed that any law could be passed that was “necessary and proper” to carry out the governments vested powers. *

L. Hamilton invoked the “elastic clause” to carry out the government’s implied powers.

M. The Bank Bill passed and was chartered in 1791.

VI. Whiskey Rebellion

A. Excise tax on whiskey hurt the west.

B. People in the west did not consider whiskey to be a luxury.

C. Revenue officials were tarred and feathered in protest.

D. Washington summoned a militia of 13000 troops to put down the rebellion.

E. Pardoned to those involved.

F. Showed strength of new government.

VII. Political Parties

A. No political parties existed when Washington took power.

B. In resistance to Hamilton’s policies Jefferson and Madison organized the opposition – Democratic Republicans.

C. Hamilton’s followers became known as the Federalists – Washington and Adams leaned this direction.

Jefferson

Democratic Republicans

· Informed masses

· Pro-France

· Strict constructionist

· Farmers preferred

· Against national debt

· Expand democracy

Hamilton

Federalists

· Best people rule

· Pro-Britain

· Strong central government

· Loose constructionist

· Support of business

· National debt ok

· Restrict democracy

VIII. French Revolution

A. Americans support France

B. Sing French revolutionary songs

C. Terror in France changes many American minds.

D. French Revolution becomes a war – French insist that the US support them because of 1778 treaty.

E. Jefferson and Republicans want to support France.

F. France sends Citizen Genet to drum up American support – but says that Washington does not reflect the will of the people.

G. Washington urged nation to remain neutral until stronger in Neutrality Act of 1793.

IX. Britain Tests the Neutrality Act

A. Violated Treaty of 1783 by maintaining forts on American soil.

B. Sold arms to Indians.

C. Seized American ships in French West Indies. *

D. Impressed Americans into service in British Navy or threw them into dungeons.

E. Jeffersonians called for war against the British but this would hurt Hamilton’s financial plans.

X. Jay’s Treaty 1794

A. Jay sent to London to avert war.

B. Hamilton disclosed American bargaining strategy.

C. Jay won few concessions.

D. British re-agree to leave forts. *

E. British will pay for some shipping damage.

F. Americans pledged to pay debts from before the war.

G. Jeffersonians furious

1. Further split Federalists and Republicans.

2. Planters had to pay – merchants reimbursed.

H. John Jay burned in effigy.

XI. Pinckney Treaty 1795

A. Grew out of the improved international relations started by the Jay Treaty.

B. Mississippi River now free to navigate through New Orleans.

XII. Washington’s Farewell Address

A. Left office after two terms.

B. Hamilton writes Washington’s final thoughts.

C. Warned against permanent alliances. *

D. Washington’s contributions

1. central government strong

2. west expanding

3. trade expanding

4. kept out of foreign wars *

XIII. Elections of 1796

A. Adams vs. Jefferson

1. republicans focused on Jay Treaty*

2. campaign revolved around personalities*

B. Adams wins with strong NE support but only by 3 votes – Jefferson Vice President.

C. Adams has big shoes to fill – Jefferson predicted problems.

XIV. French Reaction to Jay’s Treaty

A. French were angry about Jay’s Treaty because it was violation of 1778 treaty. *

B. Began to take merchant ships* (Milan Decree)

C. Adams sends John Marshall as part of delegation to negotiate with French – but 3 officials (x,y&z) required a bribe in order to see Talleyrand.

D. Bribes common in Europe but Americans considered it to be an insult.

E. Diplomatic relations broke down leading to an undeclared war with France.

F. Larger navy and marine corps established

G. Fighting takes place at sea but Washington brought out of retirement to lead army.

H. France busy with war in Europe – Talleyrand infers better treatment of envoys.

I. Adams resisted temptation to go to war.

J. Convention of 1800 – Napoleon negotiates peace so that he can concentrate on European war.

XV. Federalist Witch Hunt

A. Anti-French frenzy helps Federalists drive Alien and Sedition acts through congress.

B. Alien Acts 

1. aimed at recent immigrants

2. Increased the period it took to become a citizen from 5 to 14 years.

3. Made it easier to jail or deport aliens.

C. Sedition Act

1. Aimed at Republican Newspaper editors who were attacking Adams.

2. 10 editors tried and convicted.

3. Violated constitution but upheld by Federalist courts.

XVI. Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions.

A. Jefferson and Madison penned for the Virginia and Kentucky legislatures.

B. Attacked the aliens and sedition acts.

C. Stated that the government was a creation of the 13 sovereign states. *

D.  Argued that Authority came from states and that states could nullify laws that were unconstitutional.

E. Federalist argued that review was a power of the Supreme Court – court had never used this power.

