Chapter 8 America Secedes From the Empire

I. The Second Continental Congress

A. not initially for independence – for redress of grievances

B. rebuffed by Britain

C. Adopted measures to raise an Army and a Navy.

D. Selects George Washington to head army

1. never had been  above rank of colonel

2. largest command was 1200 men

3. not the overwhelming choice

4. needed Southern general to deal with sectional issues

II. The Battle of Bunker Hill

A. April – July the colonies voiced desire to reunite but continued to fight

B. May 1775 Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold captured Crown Point and Ticonderoga in NY.

C. June 1775 Breeds Hill seized – high ground – could menace enemy in Boston.

D. British attack Americans head on at Breeds (but British mistakenly call it Bunker Hill) with 3000 troops.

E. Low on Powder – but devastated British with numerous casualties before retreating.

III. Olive Branch Petition

A. Evan after fighting started many Americans still professed loyalty to Britain.

B. Moderates in Congress begged King to stop hostilities and to repeal repressive legislation in the Olive Branch Petition.

C. But after Bunker Hill the King declared the Colonists to be in Rebellion.

D. King hired Hessian troops to bolster his army.

IV. Attack on Canada

A. Americans thought that the French in Canada would resist the British yoke and they could be added as a 14th colony.

B. America wanted to deprive the British of using Canada as a Base.

C. 2000 troops are sent to Montreal under Montgomery – successful at capturing.

D. Montgomery joined by Benedict Arnold at Quebec but the are beaten and forced to retreat down the St. Lawrence River.

E. French Canadians actually did not want to join the rebellion as the felt good about the Quebec Act and did not want to join the anti-Catholic Americans.

V. Thomas Paine Preaches Common Sense

A. Even in early 1776 most Americans were not thinking independence and were still drinking toasts to the king.
B. In January Thomas Paine published Common Sense.

C. Paine wanted to show that the Americans were being inconsistent.
D. Argued that “monarchy and hereditary succession have laid the world in blood and ashes.”
E. Believed that America had a sacred mission – a moral obligation to set up an independent democratic republic- untainted by monarchial Britain.
F. ½ million copied printed.
G. Became a rallying cry  for independence
H. Many ideas were used by Jefferson in his Declaration of Independence.
VI. The Declaration of Independence

A. June 7, 1776 Richard Henry Lee of Virginia made the resolution “These United States are and of right ought to be, free and independent states.

B. After much deliberation and a stirring speech by John Adams – the colossus of Independence 11? Colonies voted in favor of the resolution on July 2, 1776 (New York abstained and RI was absent- several Penn delegates were absent so those remaining could vote for independence)

C. John Adams, Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin were selected to write an explanation for the resolution -–mainly Jefferson who was known as a great stylist wrote the draft.

D. Most of document was not original thought but reflected the ideas and arguments that had gone on in congress – also reflected the natural rights of mankind (Locke)

E. Listed the tyrannical acts of George III

F. Pledged the lives, fortunes and sacred honors of those present.

G. Adopted and signed by John Hancock on July 4, 1776.

VII. British Loyalists in America

A. Loyalists were about 20% of the population

B. Were usually wealthy and older

C. Feared the dirty rabble

D. King’s officers, Anglican clergy and large parts of their congregations remained loyal to Britain – loyalty strongest where Anglican Church was strongest.

E. NYC, Charleston, Quaker Pennsylvania and NJ (Gov. William Franklin) hotbeds of loyalty.

F. New England saw few loyalists.

VIII. Loyalist Exodus

A. After independence was declared loyalist were treated roughly.

1. many loyalist imprisoned, tarred and feathered or hung

2. No wholesale violence or reign of terror like in France of Russia.

B. About 80,000 loyalist fled or were driven out of the colonies.

C. Estates of loyalists were confiscated and sold to help finance the war

D. 50,000 loyalists bore arms for British fighting, working as spies or inciting Indian rebellions.

E. British did not make full use of loyalists.

IX. Battle of Long Island 1776

A. NYC under control of British – aided by loyalists.

B. British had a large fleet and 35,000 troops.

C. British under General William Howe attacked George Washington and 18,000 poorly trained troops at Long Island.

D. Washington is beaten and driven through Manhattan and eventually through NJ and across the Delaware.

E. Howe did not pursue and set up winter residence.

F. On Christmas Night 1776 Washington re-crossed the Delaware and captured 1,000 German troops.

G. In January 1777 Washington won a small engagement at the Battle of Princeton.

H. These small victories raised sagging colonial morale.

X. The Hudson Strategy

A. The British wanted to capture the Hudson River Valley in order to separate the Americans – separating the radical up in New England from the rest of the colonies.

B. Gentleman Johnny Burgoyne set out from Canada in 1776 but was met by Benedict Arnold and his forces retreating from Canada – this forced Burgoyne to return to Canada and begin his attack again in 1777 after winter was over.

C. By 1777 Americans were more prepared and met Burgoyne with militia forces.

D. General Howe was to be moving up the Hudson as Burgoyne came down – but Howe elected to go after Washington.

E. Howe wins the Battles of Brandywine and Germantown than captures Philadelphia.

F. Washington was losing battles but he was keeping an army in the field – as long as he did the revolution was alive.

G. Washington would spend a tough winter at Valley Forge while Howe enjoyed himself in Philadelphia.

XI. The Battle of Saratoga 17 –10-77

A. Howe’s pursuit of Washington left Burgoyne alone fighting Horatio Gates and numerous militia units joining the fight from all over the northeast.

B. Burgoyne is forced to surrender entire command near Saratoga.

C. A turning point in the war – Britain shows it can be beaten and French are shown Americans are serious and worthy of possible support.

1. French wanted to avenge her loss in the 7 Years War.

2. American cause became a fad in France

3. French secretly provided munitions to America starting in 1775.

XII. France Joins the American Revolution

A. France offered America a treaty of alliance in 1778.

B. Agreed to fight until America won independence and both sides agreed to terms for ending the war.

C. France and Britain start fighting in 1778.

D. Spain entered war as French ally in 1779.

E. Together French and Spanish navies out numbered that of Britain.

F. War is now being fought in South America, Caribbean, and Asia.

G. Britain had trouble fighting this new world war.

H. Britain could no longer dominate the sea because they had to protect shipping from the Indies.

I. With drew from Philadelphia.

XIII. Benedict Arnold

A. Did not feel appreciated – greedy

B. Sold services to British for 6300 pounds and a commission.

C. Was going to sell West Point but plot was discovered.

XIV. Britain Attacks from the South

A. Loyalists were more numerous in South.

B. 1778-1779 Georgia was overrun.

C. Charleston fell in 1780.

D. True civil war as Carolina Patriots fought their Loyalist Neighbors.

E. “Swamp Fox” Francis Marion led small guerrilla raids against British General Cornwallis troops.

F. 1781 Nathaniel Green helped turn the tide for America.

G. Strategy was to stand and fight and than retreat.

H. Exhausted British General Cornwallis’ forces.

I. Green lost most battles but wins the overall campaign.

J. Green able to clear Georgia and South Carolina of British.

XV. The Western Front

A. Britain’s Indian allies out numbered those of the Americans.

B. Britain may have been paying bounties for American scalps.

C. Indians believed that their lands would be safer in the hands of the British than the Americans.

D. Western front was unchecked until 1779.

E. Despite danger 1000s of emigrants moved westward as the war waged on.

F. Place names reflected homage to colonial cause – Lexington Kentucky and Louisville Kentucky are examples.

G. George Rogers Clark – led American resistance in the west.

H. Clark fought in the Illinois County and drove the British from several forts.

I. Clark’s success allowed the U.S.  To demand land all the way to the Mississippi at the end of the war.

J. Mad Anthony Wayne Indians in 1784 leading to the Treaty of Greenville which acknowledged Indian ownership of land in the Trans Appalachian west but required them to give up a huge portion of land below the great lakes and setting the tone of future American expansion westward.

XVI. The Sea

A. The United States established a small navy, which had little effect on the British Navy but played havoc on British shipping.

B. The most notable American commander was John Paul Jones.

C. Another threat to British shipping was American privateers who were authorized by congress to attack British shipping and take their cargoes.

D. Unfortunately the lure of fortunes among the privateers had an effect of draining men from the war effort.

E. British insurance rates skyrocketed – putting pressure on Parliament to end war quickly on honorable terms.

XVII. The Battle of Yorktown

A. By 1781 the American Congress was going further into debt.

B. Cornwallis assumed that the British controlled the sea – fell back to Chesapeake Bay to await supplies.

C. French help the Americans – DeGrasse blocks the British Fleet and Rochambeau helps Washington corner Cornwallis on the peninsula.

D. Cornwallis surrenders 7000 men.

E. Lord North thought that the war was over but George III insisted on continuing as he had 54,000 troops in America.

F. Washington helps hold the states together in the years following Yorktown.

G. Losses in the West Indies and Mediterranean pushed Britain over the edge and the Tories fell from power – with Whigs in power King had less power and lord north falls.

XVIII. Treaty of Paris 1783

A. John Jay, John Adams and Benjamin Franklin negotiate treaty – ordered not to make a separate peace – were to include France.

B. France had conflicting obligations – Spain did not want a powerful United States.

C. John Jay decides to make separate peace.

D. Treaty of Paris 

1. Americans land west to Mississippi River.

2. North to Great Lakes

3. South to Florida

4. Share of fisheries off New Foundland

5. Americans had to agree not to persecute loyalists and recommend to states that confiscated land should be restored.

6. Debts were to be paid to British creditors.

E. Spain had captured Florida in war.

F. France agreed to treaty and only got revenge.

XIX. Why a Liberal Treaty?

A. Why so much Trans Appalachian land?

B. Whigs not in power long – wanted to reopen trade and prevent future trade wars

