Chapter 7 The Road to Revolution

I. Mercantile Theory

A. Mother Country wants to achieve economic and military self sufficiency

B. Needed to export more than she imports.

C. Amass wealth through precious metals.

D. Colonies exist only to help her achieve these goals.

E. Colonies regarded as tenants to produce products/raw materials for Mother Country.

1. American colonies furnished ships, ships stores, sailors and trade.

2. Gold was to be kept in the empire.

3. Trade was to only be with Britain.

II. Politics of Mercantilism

A. Navigation Acts 1650 

1. Initially aimed at Dutch shippers.

2. Restricted commerce to and from the colonies to English vessels.

3. European goods going to America had to land first in Britain.

4. Certain enumerated items such as tobacco could only be shipped to Britain.

5. Certain items such as beaver hats could only be produced in Britain because they would compete with British industry.

6. Loop hole of Navigation laws was that colonies could use their own ships to transport goods and the colonies secured 95% of Commerce between mainland and west Indies and even 75% of that shipped between London and Bristol to the colonies.

B. The Molasses Act 1733

1. By 1720s British Sugar islands could not absorb all the goods from the colonies so colonist were soon selling to French West Indies.

2. British Sugar planters asked for help resulting in Molasses Act which put a huge tariff on molasses.

3. Colonists claimed that this would hurt their exports and cripple their distilling industry.

4. Colonists soon bribed and smuggled way around law.

5. An increase in the demand for sugar overall led to non-enforcement of the Molasses act.

C. Currency Policy

1. The colonies suffered from the lack of currency to be used as exchange.

2. Most hard currency would go from colonies to England, which required hard cash as exchange.

3. Many colonies circulated currency of other nations.

4. 10 Colonies printed their own money backed by land.

5. Some colonies printed too much money, which caused their money to suffer from inflation.

6. Britain reacted by preventing colonies from issuing currency.

7. Colonies were often reduced to barter for exchange.

8. Britain also prevented colonies from passing bankruptcy laws and had a royal veto that could stop any colonial law.

III. Salutary Neglect

A. Until 1763 the Navigation Laws were laxly enforced.

B. Colonist learned to evade or even disregard the laws.

C. Colonists such as John Hancock made a fortune smuggling.

D. Colonies grew wealthy due to many of the laws.

1. Britain paid bounties for many items such as ships stores.

2. Tobacco producers were guaranteed a monopoly in Britain as production outlawed in England and Ireland.

E. By 1763 the colonies enjoyed much self-government.

F. The colonies also did not pay taxes to support the Army or Navy.

G. Mercantilism brought wealth as the average American was better off than the average Englishman was financially.

IV. Problems of Mercantilism

A. Americans were not at liberty to buy, sell, ship or manufacture under the conditions they found most profitable.

B. South was initially favored because it produced tobacco, sugar and rice.

C. South was however at mercy of British merchants as they were not able to find other buyers when tobacco prices started to fall.

D. British law allowed little debt relief and debt could be passed on from one generation to the next.

V. Sugar Act 1764

A. After the Seven Years War the British had the largest Empire in the world.

B. Also had the biggest debt – 140 million pounds – ½ was from defending colonies.

C. Prime Minister – Lord Bute order higher import taxes in Britain and increased the numbers of customs agents.

D. Bute also ordered that colonial trade be regulated more closely.

E. George Grenville would become Prime Minister in 1763 and continued reform.

F. Grenville believed that the Colonies should share the costs of the empire.

G. Grenville introduced a new navigation act in 1765 – the Sugar Act.

H. Replaced the molasses act of 1733 – lowering tax from 6 cents to 3 cents on molasses.

I. This Act however would be enforced and was the 1st act designed to raise revenue in colonies rather than serve as a protective tariff.

J. Colonist protested law saying that it was a tax and taxes must originate with the people.

K. Traders like Hancock vowed to smuggle or bribe their way around the new duty.

L. The Sugar Act also extended the jurisdiction of Vice-Admiralty Courts to include enforcement of the Sugar Act.

1. Smugglers could now be convicted with out a jury or other protections of British Common law.

2. Navigation Acts had been tried in colonial courts and were usually acquitted. 

VI. The Stamp Act

A. The Quartering Act of 1765 - Required colonists to provide barracks and food for troops stationed in America.

B. Stamp Act 1765 - Taxed all legal documents and newspapers.

C. Grenville regarded these measures as reasonable and just – wanted colonists to pay their share of colonial defense.

D. Similar taxes had already been passed in England – 2 generations of English men had been paying much heavier stamp tax.

E. Laws touched all Americans – but lawyers and newspaper printers were furious because this act was to raise money – not regulate commerce.

F. Caused riots and burnings in the cities.

G. Americans claimed that there was no taxation without representation.

1. Saw difference between legislation and taxation.

2. Conceded right of parliament to regulate commerce but believed that only local representatives could tax.

H. British stated that the colonists were virtually represented as parliament represented all British subjects.

I. British also claimed that legislation and taxation could not be separated which only caused colonists to deny them both.

VII. The Dynamics of Rebellion 1765-1766

A. With Sugar, Stamp and Quartering Acts Grenville threw down gauntlet.

B. Colonial autonomy was now being curtailed after decades of Salutary Neglect.

C. Reaction was larger and more drastic than Grenville could have predicted.

D. Stamp Act Congress 1765

1. 28 delegates from 9 colonies met in NYC

2. Drew up a statement seeking repeal of Stamp Act.

a. said only local reps could levy taxes

b. could not enter parliament because of distance

3. Statement was ignored in Britain but meeting helped break down sectional suspicions in America.

E. Boycott

1. Many Americans demanded a stronger approach

2. Merchants from most port cities soon announced a boycott of British good.

F. The Sons of Liberty

1. Disciplined mobs of men calling them selves Sons of Liberty demanded resignation of stamp collectors.

2. Stamp collectors were burned, hung and beheaded in effigy.

3. Governor Hutchinson  (of Mass) house was attacked.

4. Shouted –Liberty, Property – No Stamps

5. Tarred and feather violators of non-importation agreements

6. Machinery for collecting taxes broke down law was effectively defied

G. British merchants were hurt by non-importation agreements

1. ¼ of British exports and ½ British shipping devoted to American trade

2. demands were made for parliament to repeal Stamp Act

H.  Stamp Act repealed in 1766- Rockingham now PM

I. Declaratory Act 1766 – declared right of parliament to make laws and statutes to bind the colonies in all cases what so ever.

J. Britain had shown that it was now vulnerable to embargoes and mob actions.

VIII. The Growing Confrontation 1767-1770

A. Pitt becomes PM but ill and Chancellor of Exchequer Charles Townshend takes command.

B. Townshend Acts 1767

1. Duties on glass, white lead, paper and tea.

2. Made a distinction between internal and external taxes.

a. internal taxes affected people directly

b. external was on merchants at the ports

C. The Restraining Act of 1767 – suspended the NY assembly for failing to comply with Quartering act.

D. Second Boycott – Called by patriot merchants of Boston and other port cities but was less effective than the first because of divided public opinion.

E. The tax on tea could be evaded by smuggling.

F. The daughters of liberty supported non-importation agreements through production of homespun garments.

G. The British responded to defiance of Boston patriots in 1768 by sending troops - the Boycott had provoked military coercion.

H. 1768 was year of poor crops in Britain and the Boycott had hurt business leading radical Whig leaders such as John Wilkes to denounce the Townshend Duties.

I. 1770 Lord North comes PM and arranged a new compromise – by eliminating tax on glass, paper, and white lead but kept the tax on tea and the navigation acts would be enforced more strictly.

J. Overall tensions eased but there were outbreaks of violence – in New York a confrontation between troops and crowds of protestors led to what was known as the Golden Hills riots.

K. The Standing Army in Boston would also created Problems – as the army intimidated political leaders and regular citizens.

L. The Boston Massacre – 5 March 1770

1. Squad of British soldiers fired into a crowd of protestors who had been pelting them with snowballs and rocks.

2. While trying to uphold the honor of Boston and attack the British policy – John Adams defended the troops in a trial while James Bowdoin wrote a widely circulated pamphlet that depicted the event as not an accident.

3. Paul Revere also engraved a picture that showed the British firing on an unarmed crowd.

IX. The Road to Rebellion 1771-1775

A. Committees of Correspondence

1. Resistance to British policies in the years that followed was done through an impressive network of organizations known as committees of correspondence.

2. By 1772 80 Massachusetts towns had set up these organizations which spread propaganda and information by exchanging letters.

3. Soon other colonies established their own committees.

4. Samuel Adams also whipped up resistance with his trained mob and continual stream of anti-British pamphlets

B. The Tea Act – May 1773

1. Designed by Lord North to provide relief for the British East India Company by giving a loan to the company and eliminating the customs duty it had to pay as it passed through Britain.

2. In the Colonies smuggled Dutch tea had largely replace the legal variety but with Tea Act legal tea would be cheaper.

3. Patriotic Colonists view Tea Act as a trick to get them to pay the Tea Tax.

C. The Boston Tea Party – 16 December 1773

1. Patriots dressed as Indians raided the Dartmouth and threw 342 worth about 10,000 pounds ($800,000) chests of tea overboard.

2. Other acts of rebellion against tea took place in Annapolis.

D. The Coercive Acts 1774 (Intolerable Acts)

1. Response to the Tea Party

2. Port Bill - Closed Port of Boston until tea paid for.

3. Government Act – annulled Massachusetts’ charter and forbade most town meetings.

4. Quartering Act – Boston must build barracks or house troops in private homes.

5. Justice Act – trials for capital crimes transferred to other colonies or back to Britain.

E. The Quebec Act 1774 – not coercive act but considered as such

1. Religion and culture of Quebec to remain the same.

2. Border now extended to Ohio River.

3. No trial by jury or representative assembly.

4. Americans thought Quebec Act set dangerous precedent

5. Upset that trans-Allegheny west was taken from them

6. Shocked by extension of catholic jurisdiction

F. First Continental Congress 1774

1. Response to the Intolerable Acts

2. Met in Philadelphia – 12 of 13 colonies sent 55 delegates. – John Adams, George Washington, Sam Adams, and Patrick Henry present.

3. Consultative body

4. Drew up a declaration of rights

5. Called for a complete boycott of British goods 

6. No call for independence just end of taxes

7. Several colonies called for sympathetic action – Virginia called for day of fasting humiliation and prayer

8. If grievances were not met then they were to meet again in May of 1775

9. Parliament rejected

10. Violators of boycott tarred and feathered –muskets collected and militias drilled

G. Lexington and Concord

1. April 1775 – Detachment in Boston sent to Lexington and Concord to seize power and to arrest Sam Adams and John Hancock.

2. Paul Revere @ Sam Prescott warn of troops marched – colonists held their ground in Lexington – 8 killed – shot heard round the world.

3. British stopped at North Bridge in Concord driven back to Boston – 300 casualties – 70 dead.

4. War has now started.

H. America and Britain compared

1. 2.5 Americans to 7.5 Million Brits.

2. British Military _____ + 30,000 Germans, Indians, 50,000 loyalists vs. large Americans army that is poorly trained.

3. Weakness of Britain 

a. Ireland and France

b. Poor leadership

c. Lack of support among people

d. Whigs and Wilkes and Burke

e. Poor treatment of soldiers – low provisions

f. Distance

4. American Strengths

a. great leadership – Washington and Franklin

b. European volunteers

c. defensive fighting

d. fighting for a tie

e. self sustaining

f. just cause

5. American weaknesses

a. poorly organized

b. lacked unity

c. inflation

d. congress – debating society

