Chapter 6. 

I. France Finds a Foothold in Canada

A. France was a latecomer in race to find land in America.

B. France was involved in Foreign wars, Domestic Strife and clashes between Roman Catholics and Protestant Huguenots.

C. In 1572 over 10,000 Huguenots were butchered on St. Bartholomew’s Day.

D. Edict of Nantes in 1598 granted limited toleration to French protestants and by 1600 France was one of the mightiest and most feared nations in Europe.

E. King Louis XIV (1643-1715) became interested in colonies.

F. The first permanent French Colony in New World was started in Quebec in 1608.

G. Leading Figures was Samuel de Champlain – the father of New France

H. Champlain supported the Huron in their battles with the Iroquois, which drove the Iroquois to the British.

I. Colonies came under the direct control of the King when no one could turn a profit from them.

1) no trial by jury

2) no elected assemblies

J. Small population – only 60,000 whites by 1750.

K. People did not have reason to go to colonies – Huguenots were denied entry.

L. France favored sugar plantations – made more of a profit.

II. Trappers

A. Beaver – one benefit of New France

B. Fur trappers spread all over the interior of North America

C. Recruited Indians – hundreds who would land in the Montreal Fur Flotilla of 1693.

D. Contact with white men ravaged the Indians with disease and alcoholism.

III. Missionaries

A. Missionaries came to save Indians for Christ and from the trappers.

B. Met resistance – some Jesuit missionaries were tortured.

C. Little success except as explorers and geographers.

IV. Explorers

A. Antoine Cadillac founded Detroit in 1701.

B. Robert La Salle floated down the Mississippi basin in 1682 to delta – named basin Louisiana.

C. La Salle tried to colonize area 3 years later but could not find mouth of Mississippi River and was killed in a mutiny.

D. To block Spain in Gulf – France built several forts on the Mississippi – most notably New Orleans in 1718.

E. The French established trade many Indians including the Kaskaskia, Cahokia and Vincennes.

F. The Mississippi was also used for grain transport.

V. Clash of Empires

A) At the close of the 17th Century 3 nations moved to dominate the New World – France, Britain and Spain.

B) The Struggle played out in 4 “world wars”

1. 1688-1697 War of the League of Augsburg AKA King Williams War 89-97

2. 1701-1713 War of Spanish Succession AKA Queen Anne’s War 02-13

3. 1740-1748 War of Austrian Succession AKA King George’s War 44-48

4. 1756-1763 Seven Years War AKA The French and Indian War 54-63

C) The author’s view is that there have been 9 World wars since 1688.

D) America as either British subjects or U.S. citizens has not been able to stay out of any of them.

E) King William’s and Queen Anne’s War

1) Britain v. France

2) Colonials did most of the fighting

3) Spain Allied with France attacked from Florida.

4) British failed to take Montreal and Quebec

5) Utrecht Peace Treaty of 1713 showed British victory with the gain of Acadia (Nova Scotia), New Foundland, and Hudson Bay.

F) Salutary Neglect – Benign Neglect – Tacit Consent

1) 1713-1739 peaceful period

2) navigation laws laxly enforced

3) Trading rights given with Spanish America.

G) The War of Jenkins’ Ear – War of Austrian Succession – King George’s War

1. Friction over smuggling caused a commander from Spanish Revenue Authorities to slice off  British Capt. Jenkins ear – telling him to “carry this home to your king, your master, whom, if he were present, I would treat in like fashion”

2. This caused resentment back in Britain and fighting between Britain and Spain in the colonies.

3. Fighting was contained to Florida, Georgia and the Caribbean.

4. France joined in but beaten at Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island in the mouth of the St. Lawrence by New Englanders.

5. Merged with the War of Austrian Succession in Europe.

6. Ended with Treaty of 1748, which gave Louisbourg back to French outraging NE.

VI. George Washington Inaugurates War with France

A. The Ohio Valley became the chief bone of contention between the French and the British.

B. Ohio Valley was critical to British expansion dreams.

C. The French felt they had to retain it – especially if they were going to link their Canadian Holdings with those on the lower Mississippi.

D. 1749 a group of colonial land speculators including George Washington’s family bought 500,000 acres of the Ohio Valley.

E. The French were building forts in the Ohio Valley – most notably at fort Duquesne – where the Monongahela and the Allegheny rivers join to form the Ohio (Pittsburgh).

F. Virginia’s Governor sent a force of 150 militiamen under the command of George Washington (21) – they were attacked at Fort Duquesne – Washington builds Fort Necessity – after 10 hours Washington surrenders and is allowed to leave with troops.

G. This is the start of the French and Indian war (undeclared for two years) – First of the global wars to start in America.

H. Fear of the French prompts the British to deport Acadians (Nova Scotia) to Louisiana – they become the Cajuns.

I. War eventually was being fought in America, in Africa, in the Philippines, the West Indies, on the Ocean and in Europe where it becomes known as the Seven Years War.

VII. Global War

A. In Europe it was Britain and Prussia against France, Spain, Austria and Russia.

B. Frederick of Prussia became the “Great” by repelling the French.

C. British did not send troop but sent Gold – France neglected the American fight.

D. William Pitt the Elder – “America was won in Germany.”

VIII. Colonial Disunity

A. During War Colonies nearest the shooting sent the most money and volunteers.

B. 1754 Albany – British summon an inter-colonial Congress.

1. Only 7 of 13 colonies show up.

2. Congress passed measures intended on solidifying Iroquois support for the British – including 30 wagonloads of gifts (including guns).

3. Congress also tried to pass measures that would create greater colonial unity in the face of French danger.

4. Benjamin Franklin had anticipated this move with a cartoon in his Pennsylvania Gazette, which showed a disjointed snake with the caption “Join or Die.

5. Franklin also contributed the “Albany Plan of Union” which was adopted by the congress but was rejected by both the individual colonies and the British.

IX. Braddock’s March into the Wilderness

A. General Braddock was selected to lead the fight in America – however he had only European fighting experience.

B. In 1755 set out with 2000 men toward Fort Duquesne.

C. Force was mainly regular Army but also had colonial militia – including George Washington.

D. Force moved slowly as it built a road in front of it to move heavy artillery.

E. Near for Duquesne Braddock met a smaller force of French and Indians who attacked from behind trees.

F. Braddock was killed and force was routed.

G. Washington fought heroically – two horses where shot from under him.

H. Result was a wider warpath for Indians who attacked most of frontier from Penn to NC.

I. The British would soon land a large force in America but would only attack wilderness outposts rather than Quebec and Montreal.

J. Beginning of war failure for British.

X. William Pitt – the Elder “The Great Commoner”

A. Became a foremost leader in the British Government in 1757.

B. Became known as the “Organizer of Victory.”

C. Decided to concentrate on Montreal and Quebec.

D. Picked young and energetic leaders and by passed older cautious generals.

E. British took Louisbourg in 1758, which was their first significant victory in America.

XI. Quebec and Montreal

A. British general James Wolfe would lead an attack on Quebec in 1759.

B. Wolfe had troops literally scaled the cliffs of Quebec to give his troops the edge.

C. Wolfe would defeat his French Rival Montcalm at the Plains of Abraham outside the French Fort – both commanders were mortally wounded.

D. The British would capture Montreal in 1760 ending French domination of Canada.

XII. Treaty of Paris

A. France thrown completely off North American continent.

B. France keeps several sugar islands and fishing islets.

C. France cedes Louisiana to the Spanish.

D. Spain gives Florida to the British in exchange for the return of Cuba.

XIII. Results of War in Colonies.

A. Americans are given increased confidence in their military strength.

B. America was shown the weakness of the British when they used the European fighting style.

C. America found that the British did not treat them equally during war – no colonials could rise above rank of Captain – humiliating to men like Washington.

D. America though that they should be rewarded for fighting.

E. Many Americans made money during war – profiteering by trading with French and Spanish during war.

F. Americans thought that they deserved the rights of Englishmen.

G. Americans saw that external threat had been reduced – French gone, Spain out of Florida – Indian threat reduced so Americans started to move west.

XIV. Pontiac’s Rebellion 1763

A. Before the official end of war Pontiac led an attack in the Ohio Valley.

B. Knocked the British out of three Outposts west of the Appalachians.

C. Killed 2,000 colonist in Backcountry of Penn, MD and VA.

D. Whites retaliated using such things as small pox infected Blankets.

E. British put down rebellion but relationship with the Indians needed improvement.

XV. Proclamation of 1763

A. Prohibited colonial settlement beyond the Appalachian Mountains.

B. Was not meant to oppress colonist but to pacify Indians.

C. Americans saw land as birthright and were angered – especially land speculators.

D. In defiance colonist moved westward.

E. Beginning of manifest destiny vision where Americans thought that they would conquer the continent.

