
Chapter 5 Notes

Conquest by the Cradle

-Only 13 of 32 colonies revolted.

-Jamaica and Canada were Wealthier.

-1700 0nly 300,000 people in colonies by 1775 there were 2.5 mil.

-Englishmen outnumbered Americans 20 to 1 in 1700 but only 3 to 1 in 1775.

-Most of this growth was due to natural fertility rate of the colonies.

- Dr. Samuel Johnson said that the Americans were multiplying like there own rattlesnakes.

- In 1775 the average age in America was 16.

- Most of the population was east of the Alleghenies. (By 1803 2/3 lived within 50 miles of Atlantic

- Very few cities only Philadelphia (pop. 34,000), New York, Boston and Charleston could be called cities.

-90% lived in rural areas.

Immigration to the Colonies 

-Mainly English but other groups were also prevalent.

-Many Germans flocked to Pennsylvania due to religious persecution.

- These were the "Pennsylvania Dutch” from the German Deutsch.

- Germans went mainly to the back county in Pennsylvania.

- Also in Pennsylvania were many migrants from Ireland.  These were the Scots-Irish who had been moved by England to Ireland where they had little success.  (Hated by Catholics and regulated by the English)

- The Scots-Irish went further out into the frontier where they squatted on land.

- Not fond of government many were whiskey distillers.

- Protested Pennsylvania's lenient Indian Policy (Paxton Boys)

- In NC the Regulator movement led an insurrection against the eastern domination of the colonies affairs.

- Many including young Andrew Jackson would later join the revolution.

5% of population was of other European groups such as French Huguenots, Welsh, Dutch, Swedes, Irish, Jews, Swiss and Scots Highlanders.  Most of these groups felt very little loyalty to British crown.

- There is a large population of blacks in south where 90% of those of African descent could be found.

- Outside New England the population was the most diverse in the world.

- Of 56 signers of Declaration of Independence 18 were not English.

- Peoples from different parts of Africa were mixed under slavery and Indians tribes in the south that had been decimated formed the Catawba Nation.

The Structure of Colonial Society

"In contrast with contemporary Europe, eighteenth-century America was a shining land of equality and opportunity---with the notorious exception of slavery."

- No titled nobility dominated society from on high.

- No pauperized underclass threatened from below.

- Most white Americans were small farmers.

- Some artisans and shopkeepers and trades people in cities.

- Handful of unskilled laborers.

Remarkable feature was a rags to riches where one could move from one rung on social ladder to another.
 However Right before the revolution some signs of stratification were beginning.  

-Europeanization of America

- Warfare helped create merchant princes in New England and in the Middle colonies.

- These rich imported clothing and china and silverware.

- Prominent individuals came to be seated according to their social rank.

-Warfare also created a class of widows and orphans who were depended on charity.

- Both Philadelphia and New York built almshouses in the 1730s.  The number in need of the services was tiny compared to the 1/3 of the English.

New England 

-Less land is available so younger sons had to hire themselves out as laborers or strike out for new land west of the Appalachian Mts.

South

-Planters had most power because of slavery.

-Riches created by slave labor was not distributed evenly among whites.

-Increasing gap created a class of poor whites who become tenant farmers.

In all the colonies the lower class was swelled by the addition of Indentured Servants. (Which decreased following Bacon’s Rebellion)

In addition there were a number of involuntary Indentured servants who were dumped on colonies by London authorities.  50,000 paupers and convicts were sent these people were not supporters of the King.

The lowest part of the social structure was the black slaves -- they had no equity with whites and had no chance of ascending the social ladder.  There was a sense that this group of people could rebel and SC even called for an end to the importation of slaves which was vetoed by the English.  (Jefferson mentioned this in his first draft of the Declaration of Independence.

Clerics, Physicians, and Jurists

- Most honored profession was the Christian ministry.

- In 1775 the clerics had less power than in the beginning of the Mass. Bay Colony but still very prestigious.

- Physicians were poorly trained and not held in high esteem.

- The first medical school wasn't set up until 1765.

- Aspiring young doctors served as apprentices to older physicians and then turned lose.

- Favorite remedy was bleeding.

- Plagues were constant.

- Small pox effected 1 out of 5 people.

- Inoculation (basically infecting someone with a mild case) was developed in 1621 but was objected to by ministers who objected to the tampering with the will of god.

- - In 1730 there was an epidemic that took the lives of thousands.

- This helped set the tone for the religious revival.

Lawyers

-The law profession was not highly regarded.

- Most people presented their own cases in court.

- Classified with drunkards and brothel keepers, were considered troublemakers.

- In 1750 things changed, as people needed to have their rights protected against the crown.

- Notable early lawyers Patrick Henry, James Otis, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.

Workaday America

-Agriculture was the leading industry: 90% of people.

-Maryland and Virginia staple crop was tobacco.

- Middle colonies were known as the breadbasket colonies because they produced large quantities of grain.

- New York exported 80,000 barrels of flour per year.

- Because of the fertile land of the colonies Americans probably enjoyed a higher standard of living than any country up to that time.

- New England one of the major industries was fishing (including Whaling)

- New England exported codfish and also became a center for shipbuilding and training place for merchant marines.

-Commerce enriched the New England colonies, New York and Penn.

- Land speculation was a sure way to make money.

- Yankee Seamen became renown as skilled mariners and tight fisted traders.

- Triangular Trade


Trade of New England rum to Africa for slaves to West Indies for Molasses that is carried to New England

- Manufacturing was only of secondary importance to the colonies but Rum, beaver hats, Iron, and other crafts were created in colonies.

- Lumbering important for the building of ships.  Navel Stores used to seal ships were in high demand by the British.

- American trade had grown beyond the ability of the English to absorb goods as the Americans started to look for foreign markets.

- Tobacco was shipped to France and other continental countries.

- The British tried to stop American trade with the French West Indies by passing the Molasses Act but the Americans bribed and smuggled their way around the Law.

Horse Power and Sail Power

-Not until the 1700s was there roads connecting the major cities.

- These dirt roads were poor wet sludge in the winter and dust in the summer.

- So dangerous that travelers often made out their wills before departing.

- Taverns sprang up along the road that was main source of information and misinformation.

-Mail carrying was developed in the mid 1700s but there was very little privacy as carriers often read mail on long journeys.

Colonial Religion and the Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther - 95 Theses on the Wittenberg Cathedral.

- Bible alone was the source of gods word.

- Ignited the reformation.

John Calvin

- Elaborated on Luther's ideas

- Was very influential on Americans yet unborn.  New England Puritans, Scottish Presbyterians, French Huguenots would be influenced and would be many of the settlers to North America.

- Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin's book, argued that God was all-powerful and all good.  Humans were weak and wicked because of original sin.  

- God was all knowing he knew who was going to heaven and who was going to hell. 

- This is called predestination.  

- Those who were saved were the elect. 

- There was nothing that people could do for themselves. 

- One looked for signs that one was saved.  One would lead a sanctified life to demonstrate that they were saved.

Puritans

Puritans wanted to purify the Church of England, which had retained most of the Catholic rituals and creeds.  

-They wanted to have the Church of England “de-Catholicized.” 

- They leaned toward Calvin's beliefs.  They thought that only those who were demonstrating that they were saved should be allowed to join the church.

- This way the visible saints did not have to share their pews with the damned.   

- But as the Population grew people started to get further away from puritan centers - a new generation did not have the same religious zeal as the first generation.

- From puritan pulpits there came sermons that scolded parishioners for their waning piety -- these sermons were known as jeremiads - named after the prophet Jeremiah.

- There was a decline in conversions, which allowed people to become part of the churches elect.   The "Half-Way Covenant was announced, this allowed partial membership to the church for those who were not yet converted.  Soon the church took all comers but this blurred the line between the elect and the other members of society.
Dominant Denominations

-Two main established churches were the Anglican and the Congregationalist.

-The Church of England was the official Church in Georgia, the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland and part of New York.  

-This religion served as a major prop of English authority in the colonies.

-  There was an attempt to establish Anglicanism in other colonies but ran into opposition.

-The Anglican Church was less fierce than the puritan religion.

-Sermons were shorter and fewer things were frowned upon.

- Clergy was initially poorly trained which lead to the formation of William and Mary in 1693 to train the Anglican ministry.

- Anglican clergy were naturally supportive of the King. 

- Anglican clergy had to be ordained in London because there was no Bishop in America.

-The Congregational Church grew out of the Puritan Church.

- Established in all of New England except Rhode Island.

- Initially the church was supported by all citizens but soon only church members were taxed.

- Ministers often grappled with burning political issues and routinely attacked the British Crown.

- There was some religious toleration in America however Catholics were discriminated against.  But since there were fewer Catholics there was a less vigorous pursuit of them.

The Great Awakening

-The 18th century puritan church was less powerful than in the 17th century.  

-The church still preached elaborate theological doctrine but they tried to liberalize membership requirements to improve church attendance.

- Some ministers were worried that parishioners had gone soft.

- Liberalism was become pervasive stating that human beings were not predestined to damnation but could save themselves through good works.

- This set the stage for a religious revival.

- 1720's Theodore Frelinghuysen a Dutch Reform Minister in NJ aroused a "need to be saved" among his parish

- This was followed by a series of revivals that spread through different regions with varying intensity.

- In 1739 regional brush fires began to spread.

Jonathan Edwards

- Edwards proclaimed that it was folly to believe in the Salvation through good works and that there need to be a complete dependence on God's grace.

- He gave hell fire and brimstone sermons on the eternal torments of the damned.  

- Famous for his sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"

- Believed that hell was paved with the skulls of un-baptized children.

- His parishioners prepared for conversion experienced where they would be born again.

George Whitefield

- 24 year old minister and follower of John Wesley the founder of Methodism.

- Itinerant English parson with a magnificent voice that enthralled listeners and drive them to tears.

- Trumpeted his message of human helplessness and divine omnipotence.  

- Even drove Jonathan Edwards to tears.

- During these meetings many sinners confessed conversion and the saved groaned, shrieked and rolled with excitement.

- Inspired many imitators heaping abuse on sinners.

- When on 7 Barnstorming tours of American Seaboard.

- 1000s turned out to see him.

- 19,000 people saw him in 3 days in Boston.

- 25,000 saw his farewell sermon where they left fearing damnation.

- Whitefield was successful because


Dramatic performances


His simplification of theological doctrine

- Message from awakeners 


Old style is dead


Old style is too intellectual


Congregations were dead because dead men lead them

"Old lights" were older preachers that were skeptical of this emotionalism but the new light ministers believed that this was the method of revitalizing religion in America.

New light centers of higher learning were set up such as Brown, Princeton, Rutgers, and Dartmouth.  

- Inspiration of the Awakeners - New England

- In Boston James Davenport followed the Whitefield style but also included political messages against the elite

- The establishment was frightened because it threatened discipline and order.

This was the first spontaneous mass movement of the American People.  It broke down sectional boundaries and contributed to Americans thinking of themselves as a single people. 

- Historian Paul Johnson will argue that without great awakening there would be no revolution.

Education on the Frontier

- The English believed that Education was reserved for the few.

- In England leadership and some benefits of citizenship was reserved for males.

- The colonies were moving away from these restrictions.

- New England stressed education and that individuals be able to read the bible.

- Large number of Cambridge (Harvard) graduates.

- Established both primary and secondary schools but students faced difficult circumstances as farm laborers.

- In the South and Middle Colonies there were some primary and secondary schools but since the population was so spread out many planters relied on private tutors.

- Many southerners send boys to England for college education.

- Eventually 9 colleges were established in the colonies - they are mainly part of the Ivy League today.

- Students studied dead languages at first but by 1750 the were studying modern subjects. 

Culture in the Backwoods

1) Very little artistic effort in colonies.

2) Artists were discouraged from practicing craft and had to god to Europe for training.

3) Examples of American Painters from the period are Charles W. Peale, John S. Copely and Benjamin West.

4) The Architecture of the period borrowed from Europe but modified to meet the conditions of the New World.

5) Phyllis Wheatly is an example of a poet of the period but is more known for what she overcame to become a poet than for her work.

6) Benjamin Franklin was one of the few great authors of the period but was more focused on utility than art.

Pioneer Press

1) Few libraries in America as it had few authors and little time to read.

2) Franklin started a circulating library in Philadelphia.

3) There were colonial newspapers but they were dull and they were not up to date – they did serve as a forum for colonial grievances.

4) Peter Zenger helped provide for the foundation of freedom of the press in America.

a) Accused royal governor of being corrupt.

b) Charged with seditious libel but court ruled that one could not be libel for printing the truth.

c) Used as a precedent in colonial libel cases and which gave newspapers more freedom.

Politics

1) Governments of colonies varied in 1775.

a) 8 royal Governors

b) 3 had governors appointed by proprietors

c) 2 elected their own (RI and CT)

d) most had bicameral legislatures (all but PA)

i) upper house appointed

ii) lower house elected by qualified voters

iii) About ½ population un-represented and backcountry was under represented.

2) More local control over legislature than in Britain since land was easier to get and you could at least aspire to the right to vote.

3) Main use of local control was over taxation.

4) Governors were often appointed by king but paid by colonies, which would often withhold pay if unhappy with governors.

5) In Northern and Middle colonies local also exercised control through town meetings.

6) Rich afraid of giving vote to all – but lower classes often bowed to the power of their betters.

7) Not true democracy in colonies but more democratic than in Britain.

8) More advantages in education, tolerance and economic opportunity on eve of revolution.

9) Colonies were becoming more independent of mind just when Britain was pushing for more control.


