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Homeless total hits record high ��Matt Weaver�Wednesday December 11, 2002 ��The number of homeless households has reached a new record, according to official figures. 


Quarterly statistics released today by the government show that the total number of households housed under homeless legislation has reached 84,800, the highest since records began. The figure was 4.4% higher than the previous quarter, making it the steepest quarterly rise for more than two years. It was also 9% up on the same time last year. 


The number of households accepted as unintentionally homeless and in need of priority housing shot up by 10% to 33,640. This is the highest since a peak in the early 90s. 


The figures showed that despite government efforts the number of people housed in bed and breakfast accommodation also increased. But although the total number in B&Bs rose by 7% to 13,300, the number of families with children remained unchanged at 6,700. 


In an attempt to show they were taking the figures seriously the government chose today to launch a helpline to prevent homelessness amongst women fleeing domestic violence. 


Barbara Roche, the social exclusion minister, said: "Domestic violence accounts for 16% of those on local authority homelessness lists. Many of these families are in unsuitable B&B hotels, which don't provide safety or security. 


"Setting up a national helpline and developing more refuge space is a major step forward both in terms of the government's commitment to tackling homelessness more effectively and increasing safety and protection for women and children experiencing domestic violence." 


A spokeswoman for the homelessness charity Crisis welcomed the initiative but added: "The statistics reiterate that we have got so much to learn about why people become homeless." �





