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Charity predicts more homelessness in Asian and black communities ��Jeevan Vasagar�Wednesday September 4, 2002�The Guardian <http://www.guardian.co.uk/> ��An "explosion" in numbers of homeless Asian and black people is coming due to their rising population and increasing family breakdown, the homelessness charity Crisis warned yesterday. 


Increased stigma attached to homelessness among the ethnic minorities made such people more reluctant to seek help, it said. 


While there are still relatively few black and Asian rough sleepers, head counts by Thames Reach, a London housing association for the homeless, have shown the proportion on the streets of central London in Marylebone and Mayfair rising over the past six months from four out of 52 to 10 out of 57. 


The chief executive of Crisis, Shaks Ghosh, said the numbers would escalate. "We know that overcrowding and poverty lead to homelessness ... If you put two and two together, I expect in a few years there's going to be an explosion in homelessness." 


Rashid, 25, has been sleeping rough in east London for nine months, following a row with his parents. 


A crack and heroin addict, he claimed to have found other Asians particularly hostile while he was out begging. "They don't expect an Asian person to be living on the street. They expect you to be with your family," he told a BBC2 documentary. "An Asian parent wouldn't be seen dead with a kid on the street. I don't expect my family to help me out in this situation. I want to stand on my own two feet." 


Asians do not come forward to use hostels and day centres; one survey last year found they accounted for 1% of rough sleepers and 2% of hostel residents, when the proportion of black and Asian people in the population as a whole is 5% and rising. 


Ms Ghosh said: "If you look at a lot of places where the homeless gather, in shelters and B&Bs, life can be tough. There is a lot of bullying, and if you're different you can be picked on." 


Rashid said he had found it hard to get help from hostels or the council. "I need help and I can't get it. I keep asking and asking. I remember the first day I was on the streets; that was the time in my life that I needed help the most, and nobody was there to help." 


Hardeep Singh, 47, who was homeless in the early 1990s, said he believed there would be increasing numbers of Asian rough sleepers, because the stigma that had deterred older generations had less impact on the young. 


"Ten or 12 years ago there were hardly any Asian people on the streets. I think there will be more, because there is a third generation now." 


Crisis believed ethnic minorities were more likely to be among the "hidden homeless" - those relying on extended families for a roof over their heads. That meant they did not get access to drug and alcohol treatment available to some other homeless. And, as the traditional extended family went into decline, this safety net would not be available much longer. 


As black and Asian communities became integrated into the mainstream, nuclear families were becoming the norm, Ms Ghosh said. 








