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Research Proposal

Proposed Topic

I have chosen the topic of police brutality for my research proposal. Police officers’ violence has increased through the years. When I was younger, I had never heard of a police officer beating a person to death or shooting someone more than ten times. Police brutality has increased so much that it has been in the news and has become a public concern. I thought that it would be an interesting research project because these are the people whose control we are living under and I would like to know why police officers have been acting this way and if the results have hurt our society. I would also like to find out if this brutality is aimed at a specific class or ethnic group.


Some of the causes might be the increase in crime and I would like to find out if that idea is true. Another cause that might contribute to police brutality could be anger of the policemen due to stress. On September 11, when the twin towers were destroyed, and police officers were killed, the police wanted revenge and therefore were sometimes brutal towards any Muslim they saw who might be suspected of terrorism. 


There are two main types of police brutality. Once type would be physical, in which people actually die. Another type would be mental, which would lead to 
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psychological breakdown. I want to find the extent of police brutality that is practiced in the United States. 


There may be some positive results, for example the complete stopping of crime. Sometimes, police resort to what can be considered brutality to stop demonstrations as in the Kent demonstration. I also intend to find out what negative results might come out. First, some people may be wrongfully accused and may confess just because they are being mistreated. I intend to research the bombing of the Olympics in Atlanta because a man who did not commit a crime was wrongfully accused. This example shows how people can be afraid of police rather than thinking of them as protectors. The most intense result of police brutality would be death. 

Proposed Method of Investigation


I intend to use the internet as a source and find articles on specific cases of police brutality. A good place to start would be to look up recent cases such as the article on theOlympic Park bombing in Atlanta to discover if brutality was used to get Richard Jewell to confess to the bombing and how the investigation has affected his daily life. I would also like to research and see if there have been any other big cases of police brutality. I would also like to read newspaper accounts. And editorials in magazines. Because I will have all of this information, I will be able to analyze the extent of this problem in today’s society. 
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Model and Plan


My first step would be to prepare an outline on police brutality and then read all the research that I have gathered. I intend to keep a research notebook Then, I plan to write my research paper. 

Outline:

I. Causes

A. Increase in Crime

B. Police Anger

C. September 11 bombing

II. Practices

A. Physical 

B. Mental

III. Results

A. Positive

1. Stopping of crime

2. Stopping of demonstrations

B. Negative

1. Wrong accusations

2. Fear of Police

3. Death

I intend to research all of these aspects of police brutality.
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