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THE SOCIOCULTURAL APROACH OF LEARNING BY VIGOTSKY
Lev S. Vigotsky is considered as the beginner of the social constructivism. He established that the human being is the result  of a historic and social process in which he has developed. He argues that the knowledge acquired by the individual is the result of the interaction between the social  and culture environment.

Vigotsky doesn’t accept the environment stimulus as the  main factor to learning. He explains that the knowledge is something that is  constructed  by mean of the cognitive abilities, that are induced with the social interaction.

He explains the human behavior considering genetics and he recognizes that it is acquired or developed  within the social cultural interaction. He named lower mental behavior to that the individuals have since they have borne, limited and determined genetically. In the other hand, the upper mental functions are those which are acquired and developed, produced by the social interaction; They obey to the social and cultural way, in which the individual is developed.

Since the upper functions are developed through learning, in the interaction with other, this theory can be useful in the classroom.

In its first phase, the upper functions are exhibited in the social ambit ; in its second phase they are shown in the individual ambit.

The upper functions, known as psychological abilities are named inter - psychological and  intra - psychological; the space that exists in passing from one plane to the other is called as the individual potential  to acquire knowledge. This complex process is named internalization.

This theory sustains that without school , there’s no upper psychological process development.

Vigotsky gives special importance to the interaction with the others , to acquire knowledge. Recognizes the human being as a socio-cultural being, who learn form the others, as a single human being doing. Vigotsky establishes while more interaction more knowledge, possibilities of acting and  upper mental functions will  raise.

The potential that the individuals have to develop their  psychological abilities is known as  the proximal zone, namely, to learn and, according to Vigotsky it depends of the interaction with the others. This makes possible the learning.

Vigotsky says that the space between the Inter-psychological and intra psychological ability depends upon the others. It is the zone that produces a learning potential; the student learn with the help of others. 

According to Vigotsky the proximal zone is a development stage  by means of  the interaction with others, say that, the upper mental functions are acquired in the social interaction, in the proximal zone, using the psychological tools , which in agree with Vigotsky are the writing, the symbols, the numeric systems, the drawings, maps. These are the bridges to pass from the lower mental functions to the upper and, are the link  between the inter psychological abilities or social to the intra- psychological abilities. These tools have the function of mediating our thinking, emotional and acting capacities that control our behaviors and emotions.

Vigotsky gives special importance to language, as a psychological tool that generates intra psychological ability, which allows the individual to communicate, relate, accept or deny, make conscious of him/herself and have will.

Applying Vigotsky to the classroom means that  the students must interact. The culture will determine the psychological tools, named writing, symbols, etc.

My tasks and class works have to be made in form that the student collaborates one with each other, with different alternatives and grades of difficulty.

My didactic materials have to interest the students, as a form to solving problems, mediated with the psychological tools.

I expect that this will go on until they can interact with the community and construct with these  historic and social mediated interactions, their actions as human beings and their knowledge.

The hypothesis of doing this is that the students will reconstruct their socio cultural world in where they live (as saying, that we don’t have the culture of work in group and change these culture). In this manner he will develop his/her knowledge and conscious.

From Vigotsky is now in fashion the importance of working in groups, but many interpret these as putting the students together and expect that they learn to use their proximal zone knowledge and learn without mediating this. For this reason many have said that in practice this doesn’t work. I don’t believe it. It is needed the theory to make a good approach to design our plans and materials in class to develop  the students abilities when they realize activities in group dynamics, study circles, monitored works by teachers or an advantaged student, in a word , in community, interacting with society.
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