DOWNS FIELD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Mini-Projects in Priority Order

1. Parking Lot: Clear delineation of the parking area with borders and landscaping as we discussed at earlier meetings. Tony Arnold and Jimmy Cone, PARD, said they could get granite gravel or recycled asphalt for the parking spaces. Need to put in at least one preferably two ADA spaces near the driveway and open the gate and make it ADA accessible. Need a little shrub landscaping along 12th street and bollards or timer to separate parking area. Possible post/bollards to delineate parking area.

Estimate: $200 per space for materials for paving 20 - 30 spaces plus 2 - 3 times the price of materials for labor. City has a free source for posts/bollards for pickup only. Tree People possible source for landscaping. $8,000 - $18,000. 

2. Restrooms/”Locker-room”: The restrooms near the front field are in sad need of repair, are not ADA compliant, and are a health hazard.  PARD staff noted they can demolish the existing structure as long as it's not certified historic and replace them with a new pre-fab unit for $150,000 each (one for men, one for women, one staff each). Needs to be a City ADA project. Tony has stated that ADA funding did not come through as had been expected. PARD will not be able to repair Downs Field restrooms. Tony stated that the best bet we have is to support parks improvements in upcoming Bond elections. Coach Alvin Moore from Huston Tillotson University states the building that houses the bathrooms also houses the “locker room” for the baseball players. He would like to see new showers installed, along with a secure equipment room and real lockers. Funding sources—Texas Parks and Wildlife?
Estimate: $300,000 for the restrooms only.  

3. Flood Control: Controls such as a French drain through the middle of the park to alleviate serious flooding that occurs during any hard rains.

Estimate: PARD did not offer an estimate. They will do this repair.

4. Lights To Protect The Parking Area: Need to discuss need with Austin Energy and see if they can modify the streetlights along 12th Street to shine into the parking area and beyond to the fields. Any lights PARD might add would be turned off when they close the park. Make sure Austin Energy puts in the break proof bulbs that Michael Van Ohlen says they know about. PARD to contact Austin Energy.
Estimate: $96.15 per light for 5 lights or $480.75. 

5. Historical Maker:  Historical marker by the entrance to the park on 12th Street explaining critical history of the fields. Kiosk with information on the park's history or a marker would be good.

Estimate: PARD estimates for a cast metal plaque from $3,000 up. Plastic kiosk that can house printed material behind plastic covers is around $300. Our funds should cover this one.
Picnic Table Area: Picnic table to be removed by PARD, as it’s not feasible to upgrade and provide adequate security.
Estimate: N/A.
6. Children's Playscape: Children's playscape is too expensive.

Estimate: Playscape starts at $150,000 up.

7. Lights on Trail behind the Fields: Parks Board doesn't approve lighting trails. Against City policy.

Estimate: N/A
