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1. What is Social Studies? It is these social science disciplines and the interplay of each on the other. The bullet points are some of the important issues and themes of each area.
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· History

· Research methods: primary/secondary sources, interviews, archaeology, etc.
· Influence of religion, philosophy, “true believers”

· Influence of climate, geography

· Concept and influence of “class wars”

· Concepts and applications of power, empire, dominance

· Multiple perspectives (revisionism)
· Political Science
· Relationship between social and political systems

· Relationship between society and law

· Relationship between politics and business/corporations/interest groups

· Major political systems: philosophies, components, law-making, law-enforcing, systems of justice and redress

· Economics

· Major economic systems

· Distribution of wealth and resources

· Economic impact of poverty on the total population

· Importance of a middle class on economic/political stability

· Implications of individual and corporate wealth

· Labor, human capital, intellectual property

· International economics – multi-national corporations, trade issues, etc.
· Ethics 

· Human rights; relationship between rights of society and individual
· Sanctity and dignity of life

· Development of moral/ethical judgment (Kohlberg et al.)
· Multiple perspectives

· Cultural Anthropology

· Culture of country, nation/ethnicity, class, sub-culture

· Mythology, lore, art, music

· Values, beliefs, traditions

· Multiple identities: gender, race, nation, class, profession, generation, etc.
· Geography

· Locating place (one’s own & others’)

· Influence of climate and physical features

· Confluence of climate, geography, flora & fauna to produce “roadmap” for world history and evolution of cultures (Guns, Germs, & Steel)

· Influence of human intervention (cities, industry, agriculture, etc.)

· Immigration/emigration

· Travel, isolation, accessibility

· Effects of resource mining

· Preservation of the natural world

· Housing, neighborhoods, clustering by economic & ethnic factors

· Influence of living space: urban vs. suburban living

· Influence of city planning, architecture

· Social Psychology

· Mindsets of countries, ethnic groups, classes, social movements, corporations

· Relative emphasis & value placed on cognitive/affective domains

· Relative emphasis & value placed on family, law, learning, money, time, place

· Ethnic/national identity, mythology

· Interactions of multiple mindsets in a pluralistic country and in international relations

· Psychology & behavior based on economics

· Psychology of poverty, victimization, disenfranchisement

· Psychology of affluence

· Influence of media and social/popular trends

· Demographics

· Birth, mortality, and population trends

· Clustering of subcultures by zip code, neighborhood

· Generations/cohorts as subcultures

· Media Studies & Virtual Culture
· Impact of media on public opinion

· Media ethics: what to broadcast, verification of sources, etc.

· Impact of electronic technology on individuals and society

· Non-geographic community: crossing ethnic/class/political demarcations

· Dissemination of information without traditional (and filtered) media

· Gaming, blogging, chat, dating/mating, interest group discussion boards

Comparing Social Studies Themes from the National Council of the Social Studies
 with the Social Science Disciplines



2. What is involved in teaching social studies? It involves choices:

· Will I teach social studies as a separate subject, or will I use an integrated approach? 

· Will I use or tie in current events (even ambiguous, sensitive, and uncomfortable ones), 
    or will I leave that for parents and the media?

· Will I consider multiple intelligences and multiple learning styles in my planning?
· Will I incorporate media and technology?

· Will I incorporate simulation, role-play and other participatory activities?

· Will I incorporate age-appropriate literature as well as facts and texts?

· Will I incorporate ethics and civics in my classroom management and discipline?

· Will I incorporate factors pertaining to the particular ethnic make-up of my class?

These are not trick questions, because there are no right answers, not even politically correct right answers. But for each answer, you must supply an answer to the follow-up question, which is always: How?
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Can you see how two or more disciplines are needed to explore each theme?
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Culture


Time, Continuity, and Change


People, Places, and Environments


Individual Development and Identity


Individuals, Groups, and Institutions


Power, Authority, and Governance


Production, Distribution, and Society


Science, Technology, and Society


Global Connections


Civic Ideals and Practices








