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PowerPoint Presentation Cover Sheet
Name:______________________________________     Section ______________________

I am turning in the following:

(
a printout of my presentation (6 slides per page)

· a word processed description of my project  
(
a disk with my presentation file on it

My presentation meets all of the following requirements

(
answers thoroughly and in detail all the questions given for my project

(
shows my PowerPoint skills: is formatted attractively, includes AutoShapes and/or clip art, uses preset timing and transitions, and has animation effects

(
includes a title slide to identify the project

(
includes a footer with my name and section #
(
is spell-checked and proofread carefully for errors the spell-check might not find
	What I gained from this project is:


	Instructor’s Comments:
	Points Earned   _______

Points Possible     40


PowerPoint Presentation Instructions
1. Select a topic to research from the Student Presentation Research Topics handout.
2. Create a PowerPoint presentation to report your findings in class. The presentation should:

 show your PowerPoint skills: format attractively, include AutoShapes and/or clip art, use preset timing and transitions, and add animation effects

 include a title slide to identify the project you completed

 include a footer with your name (or team name and members) and section #
 spell-check, and also proofread carefully for errors the spell-check might not detect

You will need to answer all the questions posed about a particular subject, but not necessarily in the order they are listed. Feel free to give us any other information you find while researching your topic, as well. 

You can use the book to help you compile your information, but don’t copy from it. In addition, you will want to use the Internet and any local resources applicable. 

3. Save the presentation on a disk to turn in. (If the presentation is large, or includes a lot of graphics and/or sound, you may need a Zip disk or CD. No flash drives will be accepted)
· Label the disk with your name and section number

· Also include on the label the words: “PowerPoint Presentation”
4. Print a copy of your presentation to turn in (choose Handouts, Slides per page: 6)


5. Submit a written description of your research that is  at least one full word-processed page.

a. The formatting: 1” margins all around and no bigger than 12 pt. font – single spaced.

b. The written information should reflect the details you obtained while researching your topic.

c. Writing should be clear, to the point (no fluff!) and free of spelling and grammatical errors.

d. Identify the source(s) of your information.
6. The entire presentation should be no more than eight minutes long. 


Your grade will be based on:

· written material  (10 points)

· PowerPoint presentation  (20 points)

· oral presentation  (10 points)

Student Presentation Research Topics

1. Digital Cameras: What are the basic features? What is the importance of each feature? What are the advantages/disadvantages compared to traditional cameras? What are the main complaints about digital cameras? If you were on a budget, how would you decide which camera to choose? 

2. Inkjet Printers: What are the basic features? What is the importance of each feature? What is the typical cost per page to print? What are the advantages/disadvantages of refilling your own cartridges? How long to printed images last? Why does paper make a difference in output quality? If you’re printing photographs, how would you choose the best printer and paper?

3. Scanners: Why would someone want a scanner? What are the basic types of scanners? How can you judge the overall quality of a scanner? What are some of the options you can get with a scanner? Technically, how does a scanner work?  

4. Video Editing: What are three popular software programs used for this? How do you get the video from the camera to the computer? What can you do to the video once it’s on the computer? Walk us through the main steps in the process. How is the video stored and then played once it’s complete?

5. Internet Information Accuracy: Using the web site (http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html) tell us what the five criteria are for evaluating the accuracy of information on a web site. For each one, show us one web site that meets the criteria and one that doesn’t (and why.) Why is it important to evaluate the accuracy of a web site?

6. Internet Service Providers: List five popular ISP’s, including at least one that is local. What services/options does each offer? Are any of these services unique? Compare the prices for comparable services (i.e. dial-up, DSL, etc.) Besides price, why would a parent, student, new user, or techie choose a particular ISP? Do a class survey and list the ISP’s represented and in what numbers or percentages. 

7. CPU’s: What are the differences between a Pentium, a Celeron and an Athlon? This information should be specific and technical. Why would a consumer choose one over another, if all were the same speed, and without taking price into consideration? Be sure to include a discussion of cache.

8. Computer Comparisons: Go to a local computer store and get all the information available on five different popular desktop computers, all close in price. List the components and features of each and what they would mean to a user. For each of three fictional people who use the computer for different purposes, explain which model you feel would be the best value and why.

9. Smart Cards: What is a Smart Card? What are some current popular applications – (find current news stories)? Do you believe they are safe? Why do you think intelligent smart cards are more popular in Europe than in the U.S.? Do you think most people would be willing to store his or her medical information on one – why or why not? What are the main issues regarding acceptance of this technology?

10. Intellectual Property Rights: Define them. Go to http://www.benedict.com/ (or another similar site) and tell us how, if you put written material on the web, you would go about protecting it? Then click on the Info link and use this site to explain the basics of copyright law as it applies to information on the Internet. What is “Fair Use,” and how can it be tested? 
11. Company Snoops: What items are legal/illegal for a company to monitor while you are working for them? Does your location matter? Does it matter whether you are on a “break”? If you were an employee, what measures would you take to ensure your privacy? If you were an employer, what measures would you take to ensure the productive use of your equipment and your employees’ time? What specific cases have tested these laws?

12. Devices for the Physically Challenged: What are some of the more common computer devices used for those with physical challenges or handicaps? What devices are available on our campus for such users? What are the laws concerning an employer’s requirement to supply such devices for his or her employees? Why are these laws controversial? Site any recent legal battles.

13. Linux: What is Linux? Why was it developed? Why would someone want to use it? Where/how is it currently being used? What are the disadvantages of using it? How is it different than Windows in actual use? Where would one get it? What is Red Hat? What does the term “open-source” mean? What are some concerns about open-source software?

14. PDA’s: What are some of the current popular choices? How much do they cost? What are some common features? What are some features that are unique to one brand/model or another? What is the difference between a Palm OS device and a Pocket PC? What would you suggest someone consider when trying to decide which PDA to purchase?

15. Public Internet Access: What is a public Internet access point? Name several local places you can find one. Is it free to access the Internet at one of these places? What equipment do you need to be able to use one (be specific)? What is a “hot spot”? What is a typical monthly fee for wireless Internet service? If you have a laptop that is not configured for this, can it be converted? How?

16. RFID Tags (e-tags): What is an RFID tag? Who makes them? What specific information do they track/collect? What do they hope to collect in the future? How are they being used in the retail (clothing) industry? What other unique ways are they being used? You may want to check out www.aimglobal.org/technologies/rfid/. 
17. Biometrics: What is the latest on the use of biometrics for security? How are they being used in the war against terrorism? How are/can people try to fool biometric security devices? Can you find any companies that use it locally? Is it being incorporated into personal computing devices? Home security? Other uses?

18. Ergonomics: What does it mean? What are companies trying to do to make their computing environments more ergonomic? What devices are being created/sold to improve computing ergonomics? Can you find any statistics about computer use and how it relates to specific kinds of injuries? What suggestions can you give to people who spend a lot of time using a computer?

19. Computers in the Military: Is the U.S. military using robots? Are they planning to? What do/will they look like? What do/will they be able to accomplish? How is the military using computers to train soldiers? Recruit them? Test them? How are computers changing the way we fight wars?

20. Computers in the Election Process: Would it make more sense for us to use electronic voting machines? What are the risks? What are the benefits? Have there been problems where they have already been used? Who makes the machines? Do they have any political affiliations? Would the machines be harder or easier for voters to use/understand? What about a paper trail?
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