Welcome to AP Biology
Instructor: Dr. Susan Heydler

Phone: 714.999.5055 x1642 Email: sheydler@fairmontschools.com 

Website: http://www.geocities.com/roseosdendron
Required Resources:
Text: Prentice Hall Biology ©2006 by Miller and Levine

Lab Notebook: $15 from the science department (see Dr. Heydler).  

Lecture Notebook: A bound, lined notebook in which you will keep all your lecture notes.  This will be collected during selected exams for spot checking.
Encouraged study resources:

1. The Biology Coloring Book by Robert D. Griffen.  Harper Collins.  This is available at most bookstores and off Amazon.  It is part of a series (other titles relevant to this class are Botany and Zoology).  I have copies if you want to look at them.

2. Getting ready for Biology, from Benjamin Cummings.  This is available on MLS as it is a required resource for CP Biology.  It has valuable tips for developing study and note-taking skills (among other things).  It would be good to have read through Chapter 3 before we start school.

Optional Resources: Through the book service you may purchase the Multilingual Glossary for Science.

Course description:

This year, we will explore the world of Biology.  You will learn biological principles and develop your research skills through projects and laboratories on a variety of topics.  The aim of this course is to familiarize you with the basic information and concepts that are the foundation of modern Biological Science.  

Students are expected to have a basic background of life science from their primary years.  We will use this background to move beyond the basics and develop our critical thinking skills through observation and experimentation.  Students in this course will develop the reading skills, vocabulary, critical thinking skills and study habits essential for independent progress (and success!) in science.  We will also utilize various scientific techniques and technological skills for better understanding of topics discussed in the classroom.

This course is intended to prepare you for AP/IB biology and future college classes.  Along the way, we will have a lot of fun!

Expectations:
I do expect you to come prepared for class.  This means having read the assigned chapters and completed the assignments BEFORE you arrive at the day’s lecture.  

I expect you to come to class fully prepared (with databook, pens, printouts), with a good attitude and ready to learn, to strive for excellence in every assignment, and to take the initiative to delve further into the areas of biology that you enjoy the most.  

Expectations:
You are responsible for your own learning.  Therefore, to be successful in this class, you should plan to spend between 5 and 10 hours each week working on Biology (to help you improve your study habits, I’ve also attached “Instructions on Being a successful AP Biology student” at the end of this document).  Homework will rarely be explicitly assigned, therefore you will need to remember to study biology each night.  On your list should be: reviewing the days lecture notes, reviewing past notes and materials, studying for quizzes/tests, preparing for labs and reading ahead.  I do expect you to come prepared for class.  This means having read the assigned chapters BEFORE you arrive at the day’s lecture.  
In sum, I expect you to come to class with a good attitude and ready to learn, to strive for excellence in every assignment, and to delve further into the areas of biology that you enjoy the most.  

You may expect from me, that:

1. I am available to help you (see Help resources and Academic Assistance below).

2. I will do my best to prepare you to succeed on the college board exams, and

3. I will prepare you for success in college.

Help Resources:

Me!  I am your first resource.  If you are having any trouble whatsoever, please do not hesitate to come to me.  I am here for you and to help you learn.  We can arrange time to meet outside of class, or I can give you the names of tutors.

Your classmates.  Feel free to form study groups (this will be encouraged by your professors in college).  Groups should contain no more than 4 people and should meet regularly to discuss the topics we’re covering in class and to review previous topics.

The website.  There are links there as well as a tutor center.

Homework/Assignments/Quizzes:
Quizzes, tests and exams will be given periodically throughout the year.  Labs will be done frequently, and often written up as a formal lab report.  We will have projects occasionally.
Final Examinations:

There will be a final exam during both semestesr based on the topics that we have completed. 

Academic Assistance:
I am available to help you!  If you want academic assistance please make an appointment via email (NOTE: my room is being used by another teacher when I am not here, and so I may be difficult to find).   The first thing I will want to see are your class notes, so bring them.  To help us use our time efficiently, please come with questions that are as specific as possible.
Late and make up work:

Homework assignments and laboratory reports that are not submitted on time will have zero credit, unless you are excused by the teacher.  Labs cannot be made up, but alternative assignments can be given.  It is your responsibility to see me to: excuse late assignments, get alternative lab makeups and schedule makeup tests and quizzes.
Classroom rules:

1. Be on time to class.

2. Be Prepared for class.  As a warning:

a. You will NOT be excused because you forgot your pens, notebook, binder, textbook etc.

b. You will NOT be excused for bathroom/water breaks.  It is your responsibility to schedule these into your break, lunch and passing periods.

3. No gum chewing.  This is an automatic detention.  There will be no warning.

4. Follow the Fairmont dresscode: shirt tucked in, pants belted (AROUND YOUR WAIST).  Infractions are an automatic detention.

5. Respect your class mates.  Please refrain from:

a. Chitchatting.

b. Gum chewing (refer to number 3 above).

c. Sleeping

d. Eating

6. Homework, when it happens, is to be turned into the designated place at the start of class.  If it is not there, it is considered late.

7. Do ask questions!  This is your time to learn.  I’m your guide, use me to clarify any difficult points.
Grading:

Your quarter grades will be based on the following:

Tests= 29%

Lab exercises and reports= 39%

Quizzes and non-lab projects= 29%

Participation= 3%

Progress reports are given at mid-quarter and must be signed by a parent and returned for a 5 point quiz grade.  Parents of students with a progress report of C- or lower are strongly encouraged to make an appointment for a conference or call/email with me.  Quarter and semester grades are sent by Fairmont Administration.

I have very high expectations of you.  You can decide right now what your grade in this class will be.  
90%+ = Outstanding mastery of the material; Far exceeds expectations.  

· Demonstrates an excellent understanding of material.

· Well organized, logical format with clear, concise transitions from concept-to-concept.

· Demonstrate evidence of planning, editing and consideration.

· Thorough job of research, including textbook, outside sources and primary literature.

· Information used very effectively to support findings.

· Analysis provides rationale and demonstrates excellent application of critical thinking skills.

· Clear integration of scientific method and excellent inclusion of concepts covered in class and not covered in class.

· Commentary shows insight and confidence.

· Evidence of extra effort in overall presentation with few or no spelling/grammatical errors.

· Overall- far exceeds expectations.

80%-89.9% = Strong mastery of material; Exceeds expectations:
· Demonstrates a better than average understanding of material.

· Thoughtfully organized, with sufficient connections between concepts.

· Demonstrates some evidence of planning, editing and consideration.

· Competent job of research, including textbook, outside sources and primary literature.

· Information used effectively to support findings.

· Attempts at integration of concepts and inferences.

· Supporting evidence and commentary provided demonstrates thoughtful consideration of material.

· Evidence of some extra effort in overall presentation with few spelling/grammatical errors.

· Overall- exceeds expectations.

70%-79.9%  = Average mastery of material; meets expectations:

· Demonstrates a satisfactory/average understanding of material.

· Organized, but not as well as could be; has areas where connections between concepts or sections are not well expressed, or transition between sections or concepts is uneven.

· Evidence of some research, including the textbook and few outside sources.
· Information not used effectively to support findings.

· Rationale is somewhat flawed.

· Scientific concepts are included, but lacks full or adequate integration/application of topics under consideration.

· Evidence and commentary demonstrate some consideration, but not as thoughtful as could be.

· Reasonably complete presentation; may be missing minor components, and contains spelling and grammatical errors that should have been corrected in proofreading.
· Overall- satisfactorily meets expectations.
Below 69.9% = Minimal evidence of mastery:

· Demonstrates limited or minimal  understanding of concepts.

· Choppy and confusing organization  that is difficult to follow; little effort made to make connections or provide transitions between concepts.

· Scant evidence of research or reported the wrong information.

· Rationale either not provided or flawed.

· Very few, if any, scientific concepts are included and little understanding of the scientific method evidenced.

· Incomplete or no supporting evidence for inference/conclusion.

· Lack of completion indicates insufficient effort expended in completing.

· Multiple spelling/grammatical errors that should have been corrected in proof reading.

· Overall- poorly conceived an in need of improvement.

If you believe that you know or understand something, but it are not showing that knowledge on assignments, lets meet so we can figure out how your work can improve.  I want you to be as successful as you yourself want to be!
 Instructions on being a successful AP biology student
The success of a student in AP Biology is a measure of how motivated they are.  Being motivated dictates a student to be organized, to want to understand and to maintain a steady work effort.  A student who yearns to be successful has a goal- that is why one needs to determine what their goal is at the beginning of the year.  Most students' goal is to do well on the AP examination in May.  Realizing this goal means that work has to be done during the year.  AP Biology is probably one of the most difficult AP courses; there is a vast amount of work to be done, and one has to understand that success will not come without work.

I. The first key to success is organization.  When a student is organized, they will never be overwhelmed.  If you take good notes and read assigned chapters, you will be able to do well on tests/exams and quizzes.  It will be necessary for you to get a thick, spiral notebook for class and reading notes.  You may prefer to use notebook paper for your binder.  Make sure you have pockets on the notebook or binder so you may keep loose worksheets for later review.  
II. Maintain good attendance, and participate actively during the class period.  Remember, we cover topics very quickly- you do not want to get behind.

III. Make sure you do your outside reading.  This will help you actively participate in class discussions and be able to ask questions on puzzling topics.  This will also help catch up when you miss a class.

IV. Take advantage of tutorials, help classes, academic assistance and your classmates.  These resources are free and will only strengthen your knowledge on certain topics.  Your classmates are a terrific source of assistance- in helping/teaching them you reinforce your own knowledge and see more clearly what you understand and with what you yourself may need help.  You are not competing with your classmates.  It is OK to work together (except on in-class exams and quizzes), so long as you avoid plagarism.
V. Do not get discouraged with you read a chapter and do not understand.  This is common and why we have class.  You are learning new words and concepts which are difficult for most students.  Read the chapter slowly, one concept at a time.  Make sure you look at the figures and graphs/tables and try to understand them.  Most students are "visual", so figures can only help you understand.  I suggest you take notes in addition to marking in your book.  Writing a concept will make it stick better than just highlighting it.

VI. In class, take careful notes, but as with reading, take notes with a purpose.  Do not attempt to write down everything.  Do not write information in complete sentences.  Your notes should be short, concise, with only key words and phrases recorded.  The most important thing you can do in class is listen, and ask questions.  You should add more complete information (e.g. follow up information and details) to your notes you’re your text after you leave class.  This will also help reinforce your knowledge.
VII. Use the sections at the end of each chapter as a review.  Try to answer the questions in the text and test yourself using the questions from your favorite AP study guide.  You will get used to the type of questions on the AP exam.  Try to find a free response question regarding the topic in your review book and answer it.  You can not get too much practice writing free-responses.
VIII. Complete all pre-labs and lab assignments.  The labs are fair game for the AP exam, so you should be intimately familiar with the goals, objectives and expected results from all of them.  Try to read accompanying chapters in your text regarding specific labs.  It is also a good review for in class tests and exams.
IX. Review your notes each day after class.  Add brief comments to your notes from what you recall of class discussion (see also point VI).  Research has clearly shown that people in a lecture remember the first and last things they hear.  Therefore long study periods are less efficient.  It makes sense to study often in short bursts (10-15 minutes at a time).  Exception: when working with your study groups, limit your time to 1 hour.
X. For maximum performance, it is important that you stay physically and mentally fit.  If you feel tired often, or are frustrated, this will create stress and difficulty in understanding concepts.  Slow down and thing about your schedule.  Doing too many things will often add to your stress and frustration- if necessary re-evaluate your priorities and make necessary changes.
XI. Finally, at the first sign of difficulty, email me sheydler@fairmontschools.com to set up academic assistance. I am here to help you.
