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William Edward Burghardt DuBois

1868 -1963
Nickname: “W.E.B. DuBois”1
Born: On February 23, 1868 in Great Barrington, Massachusetts.2
Famous Quote: “Children learn more from what you are than what you teach”2
At age fifteen he became the local correspondent for the New York Globe and in this position he conceived it his duty to push his race forward by lectures and editorials reflecting upon the need of Black people to politicize themselves.1
Upon graduation from high school DuBois with the aid of friends, family, and a scholarship he received to Fisk College, he eagerly headed to Nashville, Tennessee to further his education.1
During the three years at Fisk (1885–1888) his knowledge of the race problem became more definite. He saw discrimination in ways he never dreamed of, and developed a determination to expedite the emancipation of his people.1
While at Fisk, DuBois spent two summers teaching at a county school in order to learn more about the South and his people. There he learned first hand of poverty, poor land, ignorance, and prejudice. But most importantly, he learned that his people had a deep desire for knowledge.1
After graduation from Fisk DuBois entered Harvard with a scholarship, he received his bachelor's degree in 1890 and immediately began working toward his master's and doctor's degree.1
DuBois completed his master's degree in the spring of 18911

Later in 1896 Dubois was the first African American to receive a Ph.D. from Harvard University.2

In 1896 DuBois married Nina Gomer, who would later bear him two children, Burghardt (who died at the age of three) and Yolande.3
At the age of twenty-six DuBois accepted a teaching job at Wilberforce in Ohio at the going rate of $800.00 per year.1
In 1896 DuBois accepted a special fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania to conduct a research project in Philadelphia's seventh ward slums. This responsibility afforded him the opportunity to study Blacks as a social system.1
DuBois published “The Philadelphia Negro”. It revealed the Negro group as a symptom, not a cause. This was the first time such a scientific approach to studying social phenomena was undertaken, and consequently DuBois is acknowledged as the father of Social Science.4
After the completion of the study, DuBois accepted a position at Atlanta University to further his teachings in sociology. For thirteen years there he wrote and studied Negro morality, urbanization, Negroes in business, college-bred Negroes, the Negro church, and Negro crime.4
During this period an ideological controversy grew between DuBois and Booker T. Washington, which later grew into a bitter personal battle.1
Washington argued the Black people should temporarily forego "political power, insistence on civil rights, and higher education of Negro youth. They should concentrate all their energies on industrial education." DuBois believed in the higher education of a "Talented Tenth" who through their knowledge of modern culture could guide the American Negro into a higher civilization.1
In 1900, DuBois attended and helped organize the First Annual Pan-African Congress; he was involved in subsequent sessions as well, in 1919, 1921, 1923 and 1945.3
The culmination of the conflict between DuBois and Booker T came in 1903 when DuBois published his now famous book, The Souls of Black Folks. The chapter entitled "Of Booker T. Washington and Others" contains an analytical discourse on the general philosophy of Washington. DuBois edited the chapter himself to keep the most controversial and bitter remarks out of it. Nevertheless, it still was more than enough to incur Washington's continued contempt for him.
By 1905 he had been drawn to socialist ideas and remained sympathetic to Marxism throughout his life.2

Dubois’s wife died of a stroke; Dubois slightly depressed left Atlanta University.5
In January of 1906 the "Niagara Movement" was formed in which DuBois partook.1
After the fall of the Niagara Movements its members merged with some white liberals and thus the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was born. DuBois was not altogether pleased with the group but agreed to stay on as Director of Publications and Research.1
The NAACP expressed its policy and news concerning Blacks through the creation of the Crisis magazine, which DuBois autocratically governed as its editor-in-chief for some twenty-five years.1
In 1911 DuBois attended and helped organize the First Universal Races Congress, held in London, England.3
DuBois sailed for France in 1919 to represent the NAACP as an observer at the Peace Conference. While there he decided it was an opportune time to organize a Pan-African conference to bring attention to the problems of Africans around the world and achieved little success.1
In the Crisis in 1934 DuBois editorialized in support of separate schools. He argued that black people needed to control their own education the NAACP Executive Director, Walter White, rejected this argument. The NAACP had always "resolutely fought" segregation. To accept this would mean "inferior accommodations and a distinctly inferior position in national and communal life."4
By 1933 DuBois decided his financial, organizational and ideological battles with the NAACP were unendurable, and he recommended that the Crisis suspend its operation.1

DuBois responded with a personal attack on the very light-skinned leader: "In the first place, Walter White is white. He has more white companions and friends than colored." In May 1934, the NAACP board voted to censure DuBois who promptly resigned.4
DuBois resumed his duties at Atlanta University and there upon completed two major works: “Black Reconstruction” and “Dusk of Dawn”
William married Shirley Graham who he had known earlier in his life.5 
In 1961 Dubois became completely disillusioned with the United States. He moved to Ghana, joined the Communist Party, and a year later renounced his American Citizenship.

On August 27, 1963, on the eve of the March on Washington, DuBois died in Accra, Ghana.1
