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Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain set the novel Huckleberry Finn in a time before the abolition of slavery, despite the fact that he published it in 1885 Twain issued the novel two decades after the end of the Civil War because Twain believed Society was still corrupted. Slavery and racism was still going on with other of society’s mistakes. Therefore Mark Twain wanted to show society’s wrongness and corruption through the development of the main character Huckleberry Finn. Huckleberry Finn does not understand society but is not able to break away from it until the conclusion of the novel. Throughout the novel Huckleberry Finn undergoes a continuous struggle to break away from society.

Since the beginning of the novel Huck does not like or understand society’s rules. Society obligates Huck to become educated and to be religious. Huck doesn’t understand why one should pray before eating “When you got to the table you couldn’t go right to eating, but you had to wait for the widow to tuck down her head and grumble a little over the victuals, though there warn’t really anything the matter with them.” (pg.1) Huck doesn’t think that there is anything wrong with the food so why should a person pray for it. Another thing that Huck doesn’t understand about religion is why do you have to learn about people that died lots of years ago “After supper she got out her book and learned me about Moses and the Bulrushers; and I was in a sweat to find out all about him; but by-and-by she let it out that Moses had been dead a considerable long time; so then I didn’t care no more about him; because I don’t take no stock in dead people.” (pg.2) Huck doesn’t value the religious beliefs that society is forcing on him. Huck wants to be himself and not like the rest of society “She (Miss Watson) was going to live so as to go to the good place. Well, I couldn’t see no advantage in going where she was going, so I made up my mind I wouldn’t try for it.” (pg.2). If going to heaven means following all society’s rules then Huck prefers to go to hell.
After Huck fakes his death society still has an attraction on him, thus struggling to become his new self. Huck finds a canoe and goes down the river where he meets Jim and they both travel together to the Free states. However during this journey society still has a tow on Huck “Next morning I said it was getting slow and dull, and I wanted to get a stirring up, some way. I said I reckoned I would slip over the river and find out what was going on.” (pg.41) Huck wants to be himself but he is still struggling to break away from society because Huck is still interested on the happenings of society. Huck has also been corrupted by society’s racists’ beliefs. Huck feels Jim as a very good friend but Huck still thinks he is doing wrong by helping him become free because society has manipulated Huck into believing that African Americans are born in the world to be slaves, “Well, I can tell you it made me all over trembly and feverish, too, to hear him (Jim), because I begun to get it through my head that he was most free- and who was to blame for it? Why, me….I got to feeling so mean and so miserable I most wished I was dead” (pg. 66). In today’s world one would perceive as a noble thing Huck helping a slave, however back in the 1800’s society it was a terrible thing and this belief is corrupting Huck’s conscience. “What had poor miss Watson done to you, that you could see her nigger go off right under your eyes and never say one single word? What did that poor old women do to you, that you could treat her so mean?” (pg. 66) Huck, like the rest of society, believed that African Americans were an object with no human feelings, a thing that was own by other people. “He (Jim) was thinking about his wife and his children, away up yonder, and he was low and homesick; because he hadn’t ever been away from home before in his life; and I do believe he cared just as much for his people as white folks does for their’n. It don’t seem natural, but I reckon it’s so” (pg.117) Huck has trouble believing that Jim has feelings because society has distorted Huck into believing that African Americans were insensitive objects. These racial feelings represent a struggle between Huck’s new personality and Huck’s old, corrupted by society, personality.
Reaching the conclusion of the novel Huck is able to tear apart from his struggle with society and truly become his new self. One can realize this when Huck decides to tear the letter he wrote for the widow and thus accepting going to hell “I took it (the letter) up and held it in my hand. I was a trembling, because I’d got to decide, forever, betwixt two things, and I knowed it. I studied a minute, sort of holding my breath, and then says to myself: All right, then, I’ll go to hell- and tore it up” (pg162) Huck had to decide weather to be himself and follow his own morals or to turn in Jim and follow society’s rules. Huck chooses to completely break away from society and help Jim out which is what he thinks is right. The novel finishes with Huck telling the reader his future plans “But I reckon I got to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest, because Aunt sally she’s going to adopt me and sivilize me and I can’t stand it. I been there before.” (pg. 220) Huck has finally become his own character away from the corruption of society. 
There were many problems in the 1800’s society. Mark Twain was one of the few people that spoke out against these problems with his book Huckleberry Finn. In his novel Mark Twain criticizes racism, organized religion and the gullibility of people, all present malfunctions in the 1800’s. Twain condemns society with his main character Huckleberry Finn who reflects a young teenager who undergoes a constant struggle with society’s corruption. In the end Huckleberry Finn is able to break away from society’s fraud and become his true self, thus being proper morality.
