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1. When did you join the service and what branch? 
 I joined the Air Force in 1982 and retired in 2005.
2. Why did you join the military?  
To leave Benkelman; I wanted to travel and I also looked at the military as a good retirement plan. My father also retired from the Air Force.
3. What wars have you served in?

I’ve served in Granada (Operation Urgent Fury) and Croatia. 
4. Where is Granada?

It’s an island in the Caribbean.
5. When did the war in Granada start?

I don’t remember exactly, I want to say somewhere between 84 and 85.
6. What was the cause of Granada war?  
President Reagan ordered us to get the American Students safely out of Granada.  All other information is Top Secret, we’re just told where to go and what to do.
7. Why where you drafted into Granada?

I was at Patrick Air Force Base (Cocoa Beach Florida) in which I served on active duty between 1982-1985.  The base itself is a tactical fighter squadron base.  My unit fell into what we call mission support.
8. What were your feelings when you found out you were going to war?  Quite a bit nervous and you wonder why it couldn’t be someone else but then you realize it’s your mission.
9. What was your specialization there? 
Our unit (200 -250 personnel) provided MRE’s (meals ready to eat), Fuel, Ammunition, Bombs, Engineering.  We all earned ribbons for marmenship shooting after basic training.
10. How long where you there? 
Our unit parachuted in and was there for around 5 days as the Marine and Army had arrived earlier.
11. Did you participate in any actual combat?
We occasionally had small fire the first 2 days, roughly 20 minutes or so.
12. Can you describe what your normal day while in Granada was? 
A lot of tension as this was maybe the first conflict us Americans have had since Vietnam.  We patrolled the outskirts of the city and provided support when radioed.
13. What were the overall feelings amongst the U.S. soldiers in Granada?  
We were all for getting our medical school students out of there safely and getting back home as soon as possible.
14. Where you scared or nervous of being in an actual “war”?  
Yes, of course. You really don’t have time to think but your highly alert and your tension is high.  One has to be there to know the feeling.
15. During your stay in Granada what lifestyle differences did you encounter? Was your food rationed, were you allowed only a certain number of sleep hours, etc.?
We actually had plenty of food and the Croatians love sheep, fish and horse meat.  We worked the first 2 months seven days a week and roughly 10-12 hour days.  When things settled down we would get rotating Sundays off.
16. What were your first thoughts or feelings when you found out that the war was over? 
I was relieved that the students were safe and evacuated and I was ready to get back home to Florida.
17. Where is Croatia?  
Ex Yugoslavia, I believe East of Italy.

18. Why were you sent there? 
We served with the United Nations to provide support with the Croatians.  At that time the Serbs we’re trying to disrupt Croatia.
19. What was the cause of the war in Croatia? 
I really don’t know but when Tito who was the dictator there died, the Serbs, Croatians and the Muslims started having conflicts among themselves.  I personally believe over religion differences. 
20. Did you partake in any combat in Croatia? 
Not really, we did encounter some small arms fire in a restaurant one afternoon.  No one got hurt and we think the shooting came from the mountains as we were below.   
21. What was Croatia like? 
It was an ancient city but beautiful except for buildings that were shot up with bullets and mortars.  When we arrived at the airport it was half way destroyed and still had land mines surrounding the perimeter that had to be marked and detonated.
22. What was the conflict like?
I would compare the conflict at Zagreb as probably like American cities with different gangs.  These gangs before we arrived would rape women, and actually go inside home and take all their belongings.  We would patrol assigned areas to protect.  When you’re carrying an M-16 and a 9m pistol along with wearing your American uniform we eventually scared the gangs out of Zagreb (capital of Croatia).  Most of these gangs were Serbians. 
23. How where Americans treated in Croatia?  
We were treated well.  I believe the best I have been in my military career as I personally have lived overseas for 19 years straight.  They were scared of us at first but when we disrupted the corruption they could see we we’re there to set up their life again and they could get control of their capital. 
24.  How long where you in Croatia for? 
Our unit was deployed from Croughton AFB, England.  We were there for 4 months, 200-250 personnel. We were replaced with a unit from the American National Guard.
25. Does being in a war and seeing first hand things that a normal person couldn’t even imagine give you a different view or perspective of life? 
Yes. One appreciates life when you’ve seen the dead and or people who lost their arms and legs due to conflict.  It hurts more when you see injured kids.  I personally saw a young boy with his mother in Zagreb one morning begging for food.  This boy was around 7 years old and standing in snow about 6 inches high with no shoes or socks on and he had only one arm. When I seen this I personally took him to a store and bought him some shoes and socks and gave some money for food.  It hurts when you know your son and wife are back in England living in a warm house and have plenty to eat. One then realizes also how great our county is.
26. What was your specialization in the Air Force when you weren’t at war?
I was working in AFCOMS, DECA, AIRPS AND MCA. The abbreviations are for the squadron personnel only.  
27. Are you still in the military? 
No
28. When did you retire from the Air Force?
1 August 2006
29. How long have you served in the Air Force? 
22 yrs and 8 months.
30. Would you say that it has been a positive experience being in the military for over 20 years?  
Yes, more positive than negative.  At first I would believe that everyone should spend at least 2 years but after my career I know that some men and women couldn’t handle the military.
31. Thank you for taking your time to answer these questions and I want to finish off by asking you if there is anything else that you would like to say about either wars?  
Wars are no good but it happens as we see throughout history.  I believe most if not all wars have been over religion differences.  We Americans have made sacrifices for other countries to give them freedom and we will continue.
