PAGE  
3

[image: image1.png]



Alexander Graham Bell
1847-1922

Nickname: “Aleck”3
Born: March 3rd, 1847 in Edinburgh, Scotland1
Famous Quote: “The most successful men in the end are those whose success is the result of steady accretion.”1
Learned how to read and right at a young age.3
In 1858 Bell adopts the name Graham out of admiration for Alexander Graham, a family friend, and becomes known as Alexander Graham Bell.5
At the age of 14, Bell conceived of a device designed to remove the husks from wheat by combining a nail brush and paddle into a rotary-brushing wheel.3
By the time he was 16, he was teaching music and elocution at a boy's boarding school.3
Fall of 1864 Alexander Graham Bell attends the University of Edinburgh.5
1865-66 Bell returns to Elgin to teach and experiments with vowel pitches and tuning forks.5
In 1867 during the midst of Bell’s early academic and professional success, Tuberculosis claimed the lives of both of his brothers within the span of four months.3
Alexander was battling Tuberculosis at the age of 23 when the Bell family immigrated to Canada in 1870.3
The Bell family moved to Boston in 1871.1
In 1871, Bell began giving instruction in Visible Speech at the Boston School for Deaf Mutes.3
Bell's ideas about transmitting speech electrically came into sharper focus during his days in Boston. As he read extensively on physics and devotedly attended lectures on science and technology, Bell worked to create what he called his "harmonic telegraph”.3
In 1875 Bell began working with Thomas Watson, a mechanically-inclined electrician to translate human voice into vibration.3
1876 Bell had uttered the first intelligible sentence over the phone: "Mr. Watson, come here.1
On March 7, 1876, he was issued patent number 174,465 for his “harmonic telegraph” invention.3
Alexander Graham Bell introduced the telephone to the world at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876.3
In 1877 Alexander Graham Bell formed the Bell Telephone Company.4
In 1877 Bell married Mabel Hubbard and embarked on a yearlong honeymoon in Europe.4
In 1878, Rutherford B. Hayes was the first US president to have a telephone installed in the White House.3
1878, September 12 Patent litigation involving the Bell Telephone Company against Western Union Telegraph Company and Elisha Gray begins.5

1879 February-March The Bell Telephone Company merges with the New England Telephone Company to become the National Bell Telephone Company.5
1879 November 10 Western Union and the National Bell Telephone Company reach a settlement.5
1880 The National Bell Telephone Company becomes the American Bell Telephone Company.5
1880, February 15 Alexander Graham Bell’s daughter Marian (Daisy) Bell is born.5

In 1881, Bell and his assistant Charles Sumner successfully sent a photophone (a device that enabled sound to be transmitted on a beam of light) message over 200 yards from one building to another.4
Bell regarded the photophone as "the greatest invention I have ever made; greater than the telephone”.4
In 1881, he used the $10,000 award for winning France's Volta Prize to set up the Volta Laboratory in Washington, D.C.4

November 1882 Bell is granted American citizenship.5

1885 March 3 The American Telephone & Telegraph Company is formed to manage the expanding long-distance business of the American Bell Telephone Company. 5
By the 1890s, Bell had begun experimenting with propellers and kites. His work led him to apply the concept of the tetrahedron.4
Bell asked himself in October 1906, "Why should we not have heavier than water machines as well as lighter than water? I consider the invention of the hydroplane as the most significant of recent years".2
In 1907, Bell formed the Aerial Experiment Association with Glenn Curtiss, William "Casey" Baldwin, Thomas Selfridge, and J.A.D. McCurdy, four young engineers whose common goal was to create airborne vehicles.4
Alexander Graham Bell and fellow scientist Baldwin begin hydrofoil experimentation on the summer of 1908.2
By 1909 the Aerial Experiment Association group had produced four powered aircrafts.4
In 1919 Alexander Bell and Casey Baldwin built a hydrofoil that set a world water-speed record that was not broken until 1963.4
1922 August 2 Alexander Graham Bell dies and is buried at Beinn Bhreagh, Nova Scotia.5
